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Union and Separation 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

There are two kinds of transcendental feelings 
for those engaged in the worship of the Lord. One 
is called sambhoga and the other is called viraha. 
According to authorities in the disciplic line, viraha 
worship is more palatable than sambhoga worship. 
Sambhoga takes place in direct touch, whereas 
viraha takes place without such direct contact. 
Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu taught us to accept 
viraha worship. In the present state of affairs we 
cannot make any direct touch with the Personality 
of Godhead. But if we practice the viraha mode of 
worship we can transcendentally realize the presence 
of the Lord more lovingly than in his presence. 

Without love of Godhead there is no meaning 
even to direct contact. During the presence of 
the Lord there were thousands and thousands 
of men, but because they were not in love of 
Godhead they could hardly realize the Personality 
of Godhead, Sri Krishna. Therefore we must 
first activate our dormant love of Godhead by 
following the prescribed rules and by following 
in the footsteps of the authorities who are actually 
fixed in love of Godhead. The gopls provide 
the highest example of such unalloyed love of 
Godhead, and Lord Chaitanya at the ultimate stage 
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Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


of realization displayed the viraha worship in the 
mood of the gopis. 

In the mundane world there is also some 
shadow of such viraha. A loving wife, husband, 
or friend may for some time be maddened by 
the absence of the beloved. Such a state of mind, 
however, is not permanent. The loving husband 
or wife takes to another and forgets everything of 
the past. This is so because there is no reality to 
such relationships in the material world. 

The spiritual situation, however, is completely 
different. A bona fide lover of God can never 
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forget him, even in exchange for everything else. 
The devotee of the Lord cannot be happy in any 
circumstance without the Lord. In the absence 
of the Lord the devotee associates with him by 
remembering him in separation, and because the 
Lord is absolute, the devotee’s feeling of separation is 
transcendentally more relishable than direct contact. 
This is possible only when we develop genuine love 
for him. In that state the devotee is always with the 
Lord by feelings of separation, which become more 
acute and intolerable in suitable circumstances. The 
mild wind reminded the gopis of the association of 
the Lord, and they felt separation from him acutely. 0 
— Light of the Bhagavata, verse 42. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. 

Examinations 

A Letter to the GBC 

Dear Prabhus, 

Please accept my most humble obeisances. 
Srila Prabhupada has requested me to write you 
in regard to some examinations which he wishes 
to institute. Here in India, many persons often 
criticize our sannyasis and brahmanas as being 
unqualified due to insufficient knowledge of the 
scriptures. Factually, there are numerous instances 
when our sannyasts and brahmanas have fallen 
down often due to insufficient understanding of the 
philosophy. This should not be a point of criticism 
or a reason for fall down, since Srila Prabhupada 
has mercifully made the most essential scriptures 
available to us in his books. The problem is that not 
all the devotees are carefully studying the books, 
and the result is fall downs or at least unsteadiness. 

His Divine Grace therefore wishes to institute 
examinations to be given to all prospective 
candidates for sannyasa and brahmana initiation. 
In addition, he wishes that all present sannyasts and 
brahmanas also pass the examination. Awarding of 
these titles will be based upon the following books: 

Bhakti-sastri : Bhagavad-gita , Nectar of 
Devotion, Nectar of Instruction, Sri Isopanisad, 
Easy Journey to Other Planets and all other small 
paperbacks, as well as Arcana-paddhati , a book 
on deity worship to be compiled by Nitai Prabhu, 
based on Hari-bhakti-vilasa. 

Bhakti-vaibhava: All of the above plus the first 
six cantos of Srimad Bhagavatam. 
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Bhakti-vedanta: All of the above plus cantos 
seven through twelve of Srimad Bhagavatam. 

Bhakti-sarvabhauma: All the above plus the 
entire Caitanya-caritamrta. 

Anyone wishing to be initiated as a brahmana 
will have to pass the Bhakti-sastri exam, and anyone 
wishing to take sannyasawill have to pass the Bhakti- 
vaibhava examination as well. This will prevent our 
society from degrading to the level of so many other 
institutions, where in order to maintain the temple 
they accept all third-class men as brahmanas. Any 
sannyasis or brahmanas already initiated who fail 
to pass the exams will be considered low class or 
less qualified. Anyone wishing to be second initiated 
will sit for the examination once a year at Mayapur. 
Answers will be in essay form and authoritative 
quotations will be given a bigger score. During the 
exams, books may not be consulted. 

Srila Prabhupada wishes to begin this program at 
this year’s Mayapur meeting. He requests that you all 
send your opinions and comments here immediately 
so that everything may be prepared in time. 

Hoping this meets you in the best of health and 
Krishna consciousness. 

Your servant, Tamala Krsna Goswami 
Personal Secretary 

Approved: A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 0 

— Letter to all Governing Body Commissioners, Nellore, Andhra 
Pradesh, 6 January 1976. 

Sadhu Niinda 

Srila Jagadananda Pandit's 
Prema-vivarta 19-55-68 

ekanta namete asraya ache yartra 
sadhu pada vacya tenha tarena samsara 

Sadhus have said that those who take one- 
pointed shelter of the holy name can break the 
shackles of material existence. (Text 55) 

jada karma jhana cesta chadi seijana 
suddha bhakti bhave nama karena uccarana 

By such giving up of all endeavours for fruitive 
activity and empiric knowledge, one engages in the 
pure chanting of the holy name. (56) 

namera pracara eka tanka haite haya 
tanra ninda krsna nama kabhu na sahaya 


2 


2 




Sri "Smdn 

Krishna’s holy name does not tolerate any offense 
committed against one who dedicatedly propagates 
the holy name. (57) 

se sadhura ninda tante laghu buddhi yarn 
bada aparadha name niscaya tahara 

And anyone who minimises the gravity of such 
an offense is as seriously implicated as the offender 
himself. (58) 

yatne ei aparadha kariya varjana 
sei sadhu sahga bale karaha bhajana 

Therefore, scrupulously refrain from committing 
this offense and instead worship the Lord in their 
association. (59) 

mahgala svarupa visnu para tattva hari 
aprakrta svarupete srl-vraja-vihan 

Sri Krishna, the giver of pleasure to Vraja, whose 
form is transcendental, is the same all-auspicious 
Lord Vishnu, the supreme absolute truth Hari. (60) 

tdhra nama rupa guna Ilia aprakrta 
tahhara svarupa haite bhinna nahe tattva 

Krishna’s name, form, qualities and pastimes 
are all transcendental and are in truth non- 
different from him. (6l) 

nama naml eka tattva aprakrta dharma 
e jada jagate tarn nahi ache marma 

The Lord’s name and the Lord himself are one tmth, 
the same transcendental, spiritual substance. There is 
no equivalent substance found in material nature. (62) 

ei suddhajhana labha bhakti bale haya 
tarke bahu dura ihajaniha niscaya 

This spiritual knowledge can be attained only 
through the process of devotional service, bhakti. 
It cannot be known through mental speculation or 
argumentation. (63) 

nija suddha sadhana ara sadhu guru bala 
duiyera samyoge labhi e tattva mahgala 

The two greatest aids for the living entity to attain 
this platform of auspiciousness are pure sadhana 
and the mercy of sadhu-guru. (64) 0 

Bibliography 

— Jagadananda Pandit. Sri Sri Prema-vivarta. Gaudiya Grantha 
Mandira. 

— Jagadananda Pandit. Sri Sri Prema-vivarta. English translation 
by Sarvabhavana Das. Harmonist Publications. Bombay. 1991. 
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Begging Permission 
From the Vaishnavas 

Tilak Ramdas ’ Sri Abhirama Lilamrta 2 . 1-11 

jayajaya srl caitanya jaya abhirama 
jayajaya nityananda guna-mani nama 

All glories, all glories to Sri Chaitanya! All glories 
to Abhiram! All glories, all glories to Nityananda of 
jewel-like qualities! (Text 1) 

jaya jaya gaura-bhakta kari nivedana 
abhirama pade morn karaha vandana 

All glories, all glories to the devotees of Sri Gaura! 
My humble prayer to you is that you grant me 
shelter at the feet of Abhirama. (2) 

katara ha-iya bali kara paritrana 
mayajale padi mui ha-inu ajhana 

I cry out to you, save me! I’ve become unconscious 
in the net of maya. (3) 

dvadasa vatsara morn ha-ila janama 
vrtha ha-ila ibe yata morn parisrama 

Twelve years of my life have passed in fruitless 
endeavor. (4) 

dekhite sunite dina jaya ta’ bahiya 
mana kabhu nahe sthira gartepade giya 
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Witnessing the days I have spent in external 
affairs, my mind is restless, falling in a pit. (5) 

padiya vistara kupe daki bare bare 
patita baliya ghrna nd kariha more 

From this stool pit of material life, I call out 
again and again: “Don’t be averse to me for my 
fallen position!” (6) 

sire dhari vandi ami sabara carana 
kutinati pane yena nahi jay a mana 

Taking everyone’s feet on my head, I pray that 
faultfinding will not become my destination. (7) 





bhavisyad vaisnava-pada kariye smarana 
sabe mili suddha kara mora dusta mana 

Remembering the feet of the vaisnavas, I pray 
that you all please purify my wicked mind. (8) 

boba haye achi ami kahao kathana 
yd balao bali ami kari nivedana 

I am dumb, but my desire is that I be allowed to 
speak according to your instruction. (9) 

giri langhivare yena cahepangujana 
andhake dile caksu dekhe taragana 

sei-mata sabe mili karaha asvasa 
abhirama lila kichu kari ye prakasa 
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Mahaprabhu, Nityananda and Adwaita Acharya 


A lame man may want to cross a mountain. A blind 
man who is given eyes can see the stars. O merciful 
vaisnavas, in the same way, allow me to manifest 
something of the pastimes of Abhiram Thakur. (10-11) 0 

— Translated from the version published by the Vaishnava Research 
Institute. Halisahar, West Bengal. 1399 Bengabda. 

Faults in the 
Residents of Vrindavan? 

Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati Thakur’s 
Sri Vrnddvana-mahimamrta 1.13 

sn-vrnddvana-vasini sthira-care dosan mama sravayed 
yo’sau kith satadhd chinatti nahi mdtsastrairathdstraih sitaih 
sarvadhisitur eva jivana-vane dvesan ca matram cared 
ekasyapi trnasya ghora-narakat tarn kah kada voddharet 

If someone relates to me the faults of one of the 
moving or non-moving residents of Vrindavan, 
then how is his action different from cutting me 
with hundreds of sharpened swords, arrows and 
other weapons? The residents of Vrindavan are all 
as dear to the Personality of Godhead as his own 
life. If one is a little bit inimical to even a blade 
of grass in Vrindavan, then who will be able to 
rescue him from the horrible hell that awaits him? 
When will that rescue occur? 0 

— Translation by Kusakratha Das 
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Our Only Hope 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Since we are all conditioned souls, our demanding 
that Krishna should accept us is unreasonable. From my 
personal point of view, I think that I am so sinful that I 
cannot even approach Krishna to ask him to show me 
any favor. I have only one hope—my spiritual master. 
He is very kind, so one way or another he is dragging 
me towards Krishna. That is the only thing that gives 
me hope. SriCaitanya-caritamrtatherefore says: Gum 
and Krishna—by the mercy of the spiritual master and 
by the mercy of Krishna, one becomes Krishna con¬ 
scious. Narada Muni is our original spiritual master, and 
he has dragged so many fallen souls towards Krishna. 
We are also hoping to be dragged by him through the 
disciplic succession. Otherwise, if we search for our 
own qualifications, we will find that there are none. 
Rather, I have so many disqualifications. 0 

— Letter to Brahmananda, 10 March, 1969. 

Criticizing Devotees 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 
Sri Caitanya-siksamrta 33 

Even in the scriptures of moral dharma, criticizing 
others is a fault. But in considering the comparative 
seriousness of faults, criticizing the devotee is regarded 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


in the scriptures dealing with devotion, which is the es¬ 
sence of dharma, to be the most serious offense. Those 
who commit this offense are deprived of the benefits 
of sadhu-sahga, and thus cannot advance in devotion. 

By criticizing the devotee, gradually devotion will 
decrease in the heart day by day, like the waning of 
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the moon. Though persons may be well established 
in varnasrama-dharma , if they are devoid of sadhu- 
sahga or commit offenses to sadhus then the devo¬ 
tional propensity in their heart becomes covered over. 
It is often seen that by the fault of offending vaisnavas , 
people situated in varnasrama-dharma gradually fall 
from their position and become atheistic moralists, and 
then finally become amoral, living like animals. There¬ 
fore, offending sadhus must be avoided. 0 
Bibliography 

— Bhaktivinode Thakur. Sri Caitanya-siksamrta. Sri Chaitanya 
Math. Mayapur. Gaurabda 420. Bengali. 

— Bhaktivinode Thakur. Sri Caitanya-siksamrta. English 
translation by Sri Bhanu Swami. Vrindavan Institute for Higher 
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Personal Association with Guru 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 

Question: Is it essential to associate with and serve 
the spiritual master directly? 

Answer: We should certainly communicate directly 
with the spiritual master. Those who do not wish to 
serve and associate with their spiritual master person¬ 
ally are fit to be cheated. Direct communication with 
the gum is the first step on the path of divine service. 

We should serve the manifestations of gum in every 
entity. If we cannot serve gum, we cannot serve any¬ 
one. I must not hear anything until my divine master, 
Sri Gumdeva, authorizes me to hear it. 0 

— Amrta Vani, p. 35. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004 

The Hare Krishna Maha-manira 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

Baladev Vidyabhusana is known as Vedantacarya. 
In his Vibhusana-bhdsya commentary on Stava-mala, 
he wrote: hare krsneti mantra-pratika-grahanarh. 
sodasa-namatmana dvatnmsad-aksarena man- 
trenoccair-uccaritena sphurita krta-nrtyd rasana 
jihvayasya sah. 

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 

hare rdma hare rdma rdma rdma hare hare 

In the hare krsna maha-mantra there are sixteen 
names and thirty-two letters. This mantra is given in the 
Vedas and is accepted by all bonafide acaryas. There 
is no difference between the name of the Lord and the 
Lord himself, kali-kale nama-rupe krsna-avatara —In 
Kali-yuga, Krishna has incarnated himself as his own 
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name, nama-avatara. [ Cc. adi 17.22] No other incar¬ 
nation is there in Kali-yuga. It is only nama-avatara. 
That same Krishna, as Sriman Mahaprabhu, came and 
expressed this. Krishna dances on the tongue of one 
who chants this hare krsna maha-mantra 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is Krishna himself. He is 
non-different from Krishna, but he came as a bhakta , a 
devotee, acarya, to teach how to surrender to Krishna, 
how to surrender to his holy name. 

Baladev Vidyabhusana Prabhu comes in the disciplic 
succession, gaudlya-parampara, that begins from 
Sriman Mahaprabhu. Baladev says that he on whose 
tongue this hare krsna maha-mantra dances is the 
most fortunate person. Therefore he has cautioned us 
not to chant any other name. Only chant this: 

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 
hare rdma hare rdma rdma rdma hare hare 

He has cautioned us. Don’t chant any name manu¬ 
factured by unscmpulous persons. 

Elsewhere in sastra , in the Ananta-sarhhita, the 
maha-mantra is also given. It states: 

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 
hare rdma hare rdma rdma rdma hare hare 

sodasaitani namani dvatrirhsad varnakani hi 
kalauyuge maha-mantrah sammato jiva-tarane 

varjayitva tu namaitad durjanaih parikalpitam 
chando-baddham siAsiddhdnta-viiuddham ndbhyasetpadam 

tarakam brahma-namaitad brahmana gurunadina 
kalisantaranadyasu sruti-svadhigatam hareh 

praptam sn-brahma-sisyena sfi-naradena dhimata 
namaitad-uttamam srauta-paramparyena brahmanah 

utsrjyaitan-maha-mantram ye tvanyat kalpitam padam 
mahanameti gayanti te sastra-guru lahghinah 

tattva-virodha-samprktam tadrsam daurjanam matam 
sawatha pariharyam syad atma-hitarthina sada 

This hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 
hare rdma hare rdma rdma rdma hare hare ; consist¬ 
ing of sixteen names and thirty-two letters, is the maha- 
mantra. It is the jiva-tdrana-mantra, the mantra that 
will deliver all living entities in Kali-yuga. 

The Ananta-sarhhita uses the word durjana, 
meaning “wicked persons, rascals”, durjanaih 
parikalpitam — Unscrupulous persons, rascals, 
manufacture their own mantra. One who is intelligent, 
wise, varjayitva, will not accept such concoctions. He 
will reject them because they are not supported by 
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Gaura Kirtan 


sastra. Their concocted mantras are not jiva-tarana 
mantra in Kali-yuga. This nitai gour radhe syama sri 
radhe govinda is not the mantra to deliver the souls 
in Kali-yuga. 

Chando-baddharh susiddhanta viruddham —Those 
imaginative mantras manufactured by such persons are 
not supported by sastra and there are defects in them. 
“ Siddhanta-gata "means that they are defective in terms 
of siddhanta, philosophical truth, and rasa-vicara, con¬ 
siderations of the loving sentiments exchanged between 
the Lord and his associates. 

Tarakam brahma-namaitad brahmandgurunddina 
— This hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare is the 
tdraka-hrahma-ndma in Kali-yuga. In every yuga\heve 
is a tdraka-brahma-ndma that will deliver one. Ananta- 
samhita says the tdraka-brahma-ndma in Kali-yuga is 
the hare krsna mantra. 

The topmost portion of the Vedas is the Upanisads. 
This mahd-mantrais found in the Kali-santarana Upa- 
nisad. Also, in Brhan Naradiya Purdna this harekrsna 
mahd-mantra is given. It is received through bonafide 
disciplic succession, brahmana gurunadina; praptam 
sri brahma-sisyena sri naradena dhimata — Br ahma 


received it and gave it to Narada. Then Narada gave it to 
his disciple—in this way it comes, namaitad-uttamam 
srauta-paramparyena — This mahd-mantra comes 
through srauta-paramparya, , through the hearing pro¬ 
cess in bona fide disciplic succession. 

utsrjyaitan-mahd-mantram ye tvanyat kalpitam padam 

mahanameti gayanti te sastra-guru lahghinah 

Unscmpulous persons who don’t chant this mahd- 
mantra and manufacture their own mantra transgress 
sastra and gum and commit aparadha. 

This mantra, bhaja nitai gaura radhe syama 
hare krsna hare rama was started by Radharaman 
Charandas Babaji. He said that in a dream Mahap- 
rabhu told him that this hare krsna mahd-mantra 
is very long. So, to make it short, Mahaprabhu told 
him this mantra. He manufactured it. How can Ma¬ 
haprabhu say something that is not in sastra ? What¬ 
ever Mahaprabhu said is in sastra. The Vedas come 
from Krishna, from Mahaprabhu. Can Mahaprabhu 
transgress the Vedas? No. Whatever Mahaprabhu 
has said is all in the Vedas. Mahaprabhu will never 
say such thing. Mahaprabhu would quote from 
Srimad Bhagavatam. 
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srimad bhdgavatam pramdnam amalarh prema- 

pumartho mahdn 

sri caitanya mahaprabhur-matam-idam tatradaro 

nah par ah 

Mahaprabhu’s opinion is that Srimad Bhdgavatam is 
the spotless authority on everything, and pure love of 
God is the ultimate goal of life. How will Mahaprabhu 
make something up which is not in sastra? It is all 
concocted. Therefore Ananta-samhita says, kalpitam 
padam sdstra-guru lahghinah. They are transgressing 
their gum and sastra and thereby they commit offenses 
to the holy name. They commit sruti-sastra-ninda, blas¬ 
pheming sastra and blaspheming gum. Did Charandas 
Babaji receive this mantra from his gum? No. Thereby 
he transgressed his gum by manufacturing something 
new, and at the same time he transgressed sastra. 

Sravatha pariharyam syad atma-hitarthina soda — 
One who is an intelligent, wise, learned person should 
not accept all these things. He only accepts what is based 
on sastra-siddhanta and what is accepted by bonafide 
acaryas — this mantra: 

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 

hare rdma hare rdma rdma rdma hare hare 

A devotee was recently saying that Mahaprabhu was 
not chanting hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare 
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Krishna in Vraja 


hare hare rdma hare rdma rdma rdma hare hare. But 
it is not tme. In Caitanya-bhagavata (madhya 2376-78) 
Mahaprabhu said: 

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 
hare rdma hare rdma rdma rdma hare hare 

prabhu bale — kahildha ei maha-mantra 
ihajapa’giya sabe kariya nirbandha 

iha haite sarva-siddhi ha-ibe sabara 
sarva-ksana bala’ithe vidhi nahi ara 

Sriman Mahaprabhu said, Thus I spoke this hare krsna 
maha-mantra , which is the most effective means of 
bestowing divine benefit on th ejiva souls. Go home and 
chant this holy mantra with all devotion. Everyone will 
attain all perfection by the grace of this magnanimous 
mantra Therefore, chant and remember it all the time 
regardless of any rules and regulations. 

How can you say that Mahaprabhu doesn’t chant this 
mantra? Mahaprabhu said that these sixteen names, thirty- 
two letters, are the maha-mantra. Chant this. This is the 
mantra to be chanted. This is the mantra for kirtana. This 
is everything. One should chant this, one should do kir¬ 
tana, , one should also do smarana, thinking of this man¬ 
tra. This is the only thing, hare krsna hare krsna krsna 
krsna hare hare hare rdma hare rdma rdma rdma 
hare hare. There is nothing else! iha haite sarva-siddhi 
ha-ibe sabara —You will achieve all sorts of perfection 
by this. The name will give you everything, sarva-ksana 
bala ithe vidhi nahi ara — there are no other mles. In 
any place, at any time, in any circumstances, this should 

be chanted. This will be your kirtana. 0 
—Lecture, Bhubaneswar, 5 Septmber 1991. 




Unknown artist. Kangra painting. C. 1790. Brooklyn Museum of Art 
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Footsteps of the Acharyas 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The aula-sampradaya, baula-sampradaya, and oth¬ 
ers invented their own ways of understanding Lord Chai- 
tanya’s philosophy, without following in the footsteps of 
the acaryas. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu himself indicates 
herein that all such attempts would simply spoil the spirit 
of his cult. ( Caitanya-caritamrta madhyal.211 purport.) 

Devotional service means that one does not do any¬ 
thing independently of the sanction of the acaryas. 
The actions of the Krishna consciousness movement 
are directed by the previous acaryas ; headed by Srila 
Rupa Goswami. In the association of devotees who are 
following these principles, a devotee is able to perfectly 
maintain his transcendental position ( Krsna, chapter 87.) 

We have to follow the footprints of the acaryas 
— mahajano yena gatah sa panthah. We can¬ 
not understand higher things unless we follow 
the footprint of great personalities. (Lecture, San 
Francisco, 11 September 1968.) 

When you understand Krishna by following the foot¬ 
steps of the acaryas, rupa-raghunatha-pade ha-ibe 
akuti , then you’ll be able to understand what are the 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


loving affairs between Krishna and Radharani. (Lecture, 
Vrindavan, 14 March 1974.) 

Radha and Krishna Ilia is perfectly understood 
by following the instructions of the six goswamis. 
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The favors and mercy of the acaryas and incarnations 
go together. It is not that if I receive favor of one section 
I shall be reluctant to receive favor of the other sections. 
Just like, it is a very good symptom to have received 
Lord Nityananda’s favor, but if we are actually favored 
by Lord Nityananda our business will be to please 
Lord Chaitanya. And if Lord Chaitanya is pleased, then 
we can easily understand the tmth of Radha Krishna 
through the mercy of the Goswamis. (Letter, Los An¬ 
geles, 3 June 1970.) 

It is necessary for the serious students of Srimad- 
Bhagavatam to follow the notes and comments of 
the great acaryas like Jiva Goswami and Vishvanath 
Chakravarti. To those who are not devotees of the 
Lord, the comments and explanations of such acaryas 
may appear to be grammatical jugglery, but to the 
students who are in the line of disciplic succession, 
the explanations of the great acaryas are quite fit. 
( Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.4.28 purport.) 0 

The Attitude of a Disciple 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Question: What is the mentality of a sincere disciple? 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta: Sincere disciples 
should be completely devoted to their guru. 
They should know their spiritual master to be 
as good as God and the only object of their love 
and devotion. “The spiritual master is my eter¬ 
nal master and I am his eternal servant.” This is 
how a disciple thinks. Service to the spiritual 
master is a disciple’s life, ornament, and means 
of survival. Disciples do not know anything 
except their spiritual master. They always think 
of their spiritual master while eating, sleeping, 
dreaming and serving. They are fully convinced 
that the spiritual master is the fully independent 
personality of godhead. 

A sincere disciple has the following mentality: 
“Even if my spiritual master does not accept ser¬ 
vice from such an unqualified person as myself, 
I will always be prepared to render unalloyed 
service at his feet with body, mind, and words. If 
he kicks me, I will think it is because of my incom¬ 
petence; his kick will come because of my faults. 
He is always right. May temporary sense desires 
not distract me from his service for even a mo- 
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Srila Vyasadev speaks to some disciples 

ment. My only prayer is that my spiritual master 
mercifully accepts my service. I pray never to 
fall into bad association or to fall away from 
his lotus feet. My only solace is that my spiritual 
master is more merciful to unqualified persons like 
me. With a desire to achieve his causeless mercy, 
I will become greedier for his service”. 0 

Three Reasons for Criticism 


Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

What are the faults of a vaisnava which when dis¬ 
cussed constitutes vaisnava-aparadha ? 

To discuss the faults that may arise by chance in 
a vaisnava is an offense. The main thing is that the 
discussion or even consideration of these faults in a 
vaisnava is an offense to the holy name, etc. 

Casting false blame on a vaisnava and finding fault 
with a vaisnava for any of the following three reasons 
are offenses against the holy name: 

1) Impurities that have come from the vaisnavas 
past — prag-utpanna. 

2) Impurities that are perishing — ksayavasista. 

3) Impure activities that take place accidentally 
— daivotpanna. 
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Criticizing a vaisnava for these reasons prevents nd- 
ma-sphurti , the appearance of the holy name in one’s 
heart, and keeps one from becoming a vaisnava. 0 
— Sajjana-tosani 5.5. Article entitled, u Vaisnava- 
nindd\ translated by Syamasundar Das for Sri Krishna 
Kathamrita issue 6, The Mad Elephant Offense. 

Appeal to Disciples 
With Fallen Gurus 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

I would like to make a hearty appeal to the grand- 
disciples of our beloved spiritual master Srila Prab- 
hupada. In the extraordinary gracious and highly 
compassionate process given by prema-purusottama 
Sriman Gauranga Mahaprabhu, there is no reason 
whatsoever to feel frustrated, even if the disciples 
painfully see deviation of their gurus from the sastric 
injunctions and their being fallen from the minimum 
expected level of prescribed spiritual standard. The 
disciples of such gurus should know for certain that 
if they very seriously and sincerely, with pure devo¬ 
tion, pray to the Supreme Lord Krishna, who is in 
their heart, then Krishna will certainly respond to their 
prayers and help them to obtain an actually pure, 
bona-fide spiritual master, who can successfully lead 
them to the lotus feet of Krishna, the Supreme Lord. 
krsna-krpate guru mile, guru-krpdte krsna mile 

One obtains a bona-fide gum by the grace of Krish¬ 
na, and by the grace of guru one gets Krishna. # 

— From an essay published in 1990 tided “Guru Tattva”. 

Crying for the Lord’s Associates 

Srila Narottam Das Thakur 

gaurangera sahacara srinivasa gadadhara 

narahari mukunda murari 
sri svarupa damodara hari-dasa vakresvara 

e saba premera adhikari 

The associates of Gauranga — Srinivas, Gadadhar, 
Narahari, Mukunda, Murari, Sri Swamp Damodar, Ha- 
ridas and Vakreshwar all possess ecstatic love. 

karila ye saba lila, sunite galaye sila 

tanha mufti nd pai dekhite 
takana nahilajanma nd bujhilun se nd marma 

e nd sela rahi gela cite 

Just hearing the pastimes that they performed could 
melt even stone, but I am so unfortunate that I was 
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not able to witness such pastimes. I was not born then 
and remained ignorant. How can I forget this sorrow? 

prabhu sanatana rupa raghunatha bhatta-yuga 
bhugarbha sri jiva lokanatha 
e sakala prabhu mili kaila ki madhura keli 

vrndavane bhakta-gana satha 
Sanatana, Rupa, Raghunath Bhatta, Bhugarbha, Sri 
Jiva, Lokanath — all these prabhus performed won¬ 
derful sweet pastimes in Vrindavan in association with 
other devotees. 

sabhe haila adarsana sunya bhela tribhuvana 
andhala ha-ila e nd ankhi 
kahare kahiba duhkha nd dekhao chara mukha 
achi yena mara-pasu-pakhi 
Now they are all gone from our vision and all the 
three worlds are empty. I have become blind. To whom 
shall I speak of my sorrow? I remain here living like a 
beast or a bird! 

acarya sri srinivasa achilun yanhara pasa 

katha sunijudaita prana 
tenha more chadi geld ramacandra nd aila 
duhkhejiu kare anachana 
Acarya Srinivasa had a rope — his katha — which 
soothed my soul. But he has left me, and Ramacandra 
is also absent. In their separation my life is anxious and 
full of unhappiness. 

ye mora manera vyatha, kahare kahiba katha 
e chara jivane nahi asa 
annajala visa khai mariya nahikayai 

dhik dhik narottama-dasa 
The pain I am bearing in my mind cannot be de¬ 
scribed to others. I have lost interest in living. The food 
and water I used to take has become like poison to 
me. Yet still I am living! Fie! Fie on Narottam Das! 0 

—Translated from Narottama-vildsa by Srila Narahari Chakravarti, 
chapter 11. Published by Gaursundar Das. Radhakund. 2004. 

Govardhan Has Become 
Like a Great Snake 

Srila Raghunath Das Goswami’s 
Sri Prarthanasraya-caturdasaka, texts 10-12 

In the folloiving verses, Srila Raghunath Das Goswami 
laments due to the disappearance of Srila Rupa Goswami. 

apurva-premabdheh parimala-payah-phena-nivahaih 
sada yo jivaturyam iha krpayasihcad atulam 
idanim durdaivatpratipada-vipad-dava-valito 
niralambah so ‘yam kam iha tarn rteyatu saranam 
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Raghunath Das Goswami doing bhajan on the bank ofRadha Kund, absorbed in feelings of separation 
from the Lord. He is oblivious to a pair of tigers drinking water near him. Krishna, seen in the upper right 
corner, stands by to protect him. All of this is witnessed by Sanatan Goswami, who is seen standing on the left. 
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He was my life and soul. Again and again he kindly 
splashedme with the fragrant waters of the shoreless ocean 
of limitless love. Now misfortune forces me to become 
swallowed by the forest fires of material calamities. I have 
no shelter. Except for him, of whom can I take shelter? 

sunyayate maha-gostham girindro ‘jagarayate 

vyaghra-tundayate kundam jivatu-rahitasya me 

Now that I no longer have the sustainer of my life, the 
land of Vraja has become empty and desolate, Govardhan 
Hill has become like a great python, and Radha Kund 
has become like the gaping mouth of a ferocious tiger. 

na patati yadi dehas tena kim tasya dosah 
sa kila kulisa-sarair yad vidhatra vyadhayi 
ay am api para-hetur gadha-tarkena drstah 
prakata-kadana-bharam ko vahatv anyatha vd 

It is not the fault of my body that it does not immedi¬ 
ately fall down and die. By deep logical analysis I have 
concluded that the creator Brahma must have con¬ 
structed my body from the strongest thunderbolts. How 
else could it be able to bear the weight of all this pain? 0 

— Translation by Kusakratha Das. 


Unknown artist. Dated 476 Gaurabda 61962). 
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Understanding Radha Krishna 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Rupa Goswami came on the order of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu to rejuvenate and re-excavate the land 
of Vrindavan. The Six Goswamis were engaged in 
the service of Lord Chaitanya for preaching work. 
Whatever we are preaching now, it is based on 
the principles laid down by the Six Goswamis. 
Narottama Das Thakur has sung, 

rupa-raghunatha-pade ha-ibe akuti 
kabe hama bujhaba se yugala-piriti 

The loving affairs of Radha and Krishna are not 
ordinary material things as we conceive. Gener¬ 
ally, people are very much interested in paintings 
of Radha-Krishna’s love. These pictures are very 
popular because they think, “Krishna is like us. He 
is after young girls, so he’s a great support for us. 
We are also after young girls. And just as Krishna 
has done, we are also doing that.” 

But Krishna’s affairs are different. It is not so 
easy to understand the loving affairs of Radha 
and Krishna. It is meant for the spiritually most 
advanced. That is not an ordinary thing. Not only 
the loving affairs of Krishna and Radharani, but 
everything about them is not material. They are all 
spiritual. It has nothing to do with matter. 
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His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


How these affairs are spiritual, that we have to un¬ 
derstand through the teachings of Rupa Goswami’s 
Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu , Nectar of Devotion. With¬ 
out reading all these books, Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu, 
Bhagavad-gita , if we jump over to the tenth canto of 
Srlmad Bhagavatam to understand Radha-Krishna, 
that is not good, and therefore it is not effective. 
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ridrid-sastra-vicdra?mika-nip^ sad-dharma-samsthapakau 

lokdndrh hita-kdrinau tn-bhuvane mdnyau saranydkarau 
mdha-krsna-paddravinda-bhajandnandena mattdlikau 
vande rupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau sn-jiva-gopalakau 

You’ll find in The Nectar of Devotion that so many 
Vedic literatures are quoted. So, sastra-vidhi is re¬ 
quired. Then we’ll be fixed up. Vidhi-bhakti is very 
important, then raga-bhakti , then prema-bhakti. So 
we should not imitate prema-bhakti without going 
through vidhi-bhakti. Just like we rise early in the 
morning, perform mahgala-arati , all regulative 
principles, then wash the temple, dishes, and then 
dress the deities, then again arati , then class. This is 
because we have not yet awakened our natural love 
for Krishna. So it requires the compulsory practice of 
this vidhi-bhakti. Vidhi-bhakti means that one has 
to follow the injunction of the sastras and the order 
of spiritual master. Not that we act whimsically. 0 

— Lecture in Vrindavan. 9 December 1975. 

Proper Atonement 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 

In an article entitled Tanca Samskara”, Bhakti¬ 
vinode Thakur discusses the five samskaras associ¬ 
ated with traditional Vaishnava initiation. They are: 
tapa, branding the body with the symbols of Vishnu, 
or using stamps with sandalwood paste to put the 
names of Vishnu on one’s body; pundra, wearing 
tilak which represents the body as the Lord’s temple; 
nama, chanting the Lord’s names and receiving a 
new name at the time of initiation; mantra, receiv¬ 
ing the gayatri and other such mantras from guru; 
and yaga, deity worship. Bhaktivinode says that by 
receiving panca-samskara, a faithful person enters 
into the path q/'bhajan. 

A question frequently arises, “If the practice of 
samskaras as found in vaisnava culture is so good, 
then why are those who practice it still bound by 
distorted natures?” The answer is that vaisnava 
samskara is the best, but at the present time it is 
practiced in name only. Both the spiritual teacher and 
the student block their own spiritual advancement by 
being content with the external aspects of samskara. 

Nowadays, the deeper significance of the samskaras 
is not understood at all. When the student submits 
himself to the teacher, the teacher gives panca- 
samskara and then abandons him. What good can 
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A brahmin Vaishnava putting on tilak 


come from panca-samskara of this type? Externally 
the student looks good, but internally there is noth¬ 
ing. The symbols of divine conch, disc, and the name 
of Hari mark the body. The tongue utters the name 
of Hari, and worship of salagrama-sila or sri murti 
with mantra is performed. But the student is addicted 
to endless sinful practices. At night, he takes intoxi¬ 
cants and practices debauchery! Oh good teacher, 
how have you benefited your student? What is the 
difference in him before and after dtksa ? In fact, he is 
worse; he is a hypocrite. Inside there are no feelings 
of remorse: “I am sinful. It is my fault. How can my 
sin be given up?” These days no one thinks like this 
when they take shelter of a spiritual teacher. Sinful 
activities are performed without the slightest concern. 
What misfortune! 

Why is this? The reason is that a wrong kind of 
relationship exists between such a teacher and stu¬ 
dent. The sastras give rules to guide this relationship, 
but they are not followed. The teacher should study 
the student for one year and observe his atonement. 
Only the student who analyses his predicament and 
concludes that he is burning in the fire of material 
life, who considers that his relationship with material 
nature is not permanent and therefore he must take 
shelter of a spiritual teacher in order to obtain the 
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feet of God — only he has reached the stage of faith 
and is qualified to take shelter of a spiritual teacher. 
This is called tapa. During this examination period, 
the student is encouraged to atone even more, and 
when the teacher is satisfied, he brands the student 
with the symbols of conch and disc. These marks 
are permanent and they symbolize the purity that 
the student must maintain for the rest of his life. This 
is tapa, the faithful soul’s first samskara. In English 
we define the word tapa as “repentance, atonement, 
and the permanent impression of higher sentiment 
on the soul.” Tapa applies not only to the body, but 
also to the mind and the soul. If it is only physical, in 
the form of branding or stamping, then tapahas not 
actually taken place and religious practice becomes 
hypocritical. At the present time this kind of hypoc¬ 
risy has weakened vaisnava culture. Without tapa or 
inner repentance, the soul cannot live as a vaisnava. 
Without tapa , the whole process becomes useless. 
Without tapa , the heart remains impure. Therefore, 
good friends, seek atonement without delay! 

When the teacher sees that the student has received 
tapa properly — in other words, genuine atonement 
has occurred — then, out of his mercy, the teacher 
gives him urdhva-pundra. What is urdhva-pundra ? It 
is effulgence! It is also known as urdhva-gati , the path 
of advancement. After receiving tapa, the student vol¬ 
untarily accepts a suitable amount of renunciation from 
worldly activities. This is the path of advancement. 
However, if the student accepts no renunciation, then 
his atonement is useless. So much trouble! So much as¬ 
ceticism! So much renunciation of one’s happiness! So 
much work to control lust, anger and greed! But it is all 
useless labor if one does not perform these austerities 
in order to obtain vaikuntha , the kingdom of God. In 
other words, by taking shelter of saccidananda-hari , 
a soul follows the path of advancement, urdhva-gati 
The illumination of the soul, the mind, and the body 
is called urdhva-pundra. Aversion to material life and 
attachment to the Supreme Lord is called tapa and 
pundra respectively, and these two ornaments are 
absolutely necessary for the conditioned soul. Without 
urdhva-pundra, the body is as good as dead. Realizing 
this, we must bathe in atonement. Without urdhva- 
pundra, the mind drifts and becomes attached to 
lowly sense objects and then wastes its time discussing 
the lowest subjects. O repentant soul, do not delay! 
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Mark the body, mind and soul with urdhva-pundra 
and follow the path of advancement which leads to 
the kingdom of God. Without urdhva-pundra, the 
soul’s real nature is extinguished. 

Seeing the beloved student shining with tapa and 
urdhva-pundra , the teacher gladly gives nama, 
the holy name of God, which awakens the soul’s 
eternal nature. The eternal nature of the soul is ser¬ 
vitude to the Lord, and by tasting the nectar of the 
Lord’s holy name the soul is carried to the supreme 
abode. Then he says, “I am Hari Das. I am not the 
enjoyer of this world. Even Maya herself is eter¬ 
nally connected to Krishna, and I must utilize her 
in the service of Krishna.” The eternal soul is then 
enchanted by singing the name of Hari. By taking 
shelter in the nectar of the Lord’s holy name, the 
soul becomes aware of his own spiritual nature. 0 

— Found in the Vaisnava Folio Archives. Compiled by Sri Narasingha 
Caitanya Matha. No date. 

Surrender to Krishna 

Sripada Ramanujacharya 

athava, sarva-papa-vinirmuktatyartha-bhaga- 
vat-priya-purusa-nirvatryatvad bhakti-yogasya 
tad-arambha-virodhi-papanam anantyac ca 
tat-prayascitta-rupaih dharmaih aparimita- 
kala-krtaih, tesam dustarataya atmano bhakti- 
yogarambhanarhatam alocya, socato ’rjunasya 
sokam apanudan sri-bhagavan uvaca — sarva- 
dharmdn parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja iti. 

bhakti-yogarambha-virodhy-anadi-kala-samci- 
ta-nana-vidhananta-papanugunan tat-prayascit- 
ta-rupan krcchra-candrayana-kusmanda- 
vaisvdnara-prdjapatya-vratapati-pavitresti-trivrd- 
agnistomadikan nana-vidhanantan tvayaparim- 
ita-kala-vartina durunusthan sarva-dharman 
parityajya bhakti-yogarambha-siddhaye mam 
ekam parama-karunikam analocita-visesa- 
sesa-loka-saranyam asrita-vatsalya-jaladhim 
saranamprapadyasva I aham tva sarva-papebhyo 
yathodita-svarupa-bhakty-arambha-virodhibhyah 
sarvebhyah papebhyo moksayisyami. md sucah. 

An alternate explanation to this verse (Bg. 18.66, 
sarva-dharman parityajya ...) is as follows: Those 
who are free from all sins and consider the Lord as 
being very dear are eligible to perform bhakti-yoga. 

3 



tfrjittTm dd,KKclrtcl r Fdrbj'Si?c, — 4 

However, the sinful activities of most living entities 
are excessive and therefore it is not possible for 
them to execute atonements in the limited span 
of their life. Arjuna, thinking himself to be in the 
same category, was dejected since he thought that 
he too was unfit for the same. To assure Arjuna and 
to drive away his lamentation, the Lord said, “Give 
up all varieties of dharma and surrender unto me.” 

The word “dharma ” here specifically indicates 
atonements for counteracting sinful activities, such 
as the krccha-vrata (severe fasting for numerous 
days), candrayana (decreasing food intake with 
the waning of the moon and increasing it again with 
the waxing), kusmanda, vaisvanara, prajapatya 
vratapati, pavitresti, trivrt, agnistoma, etc., which 
are exceedingly difficult to perform. 

Krishna says, 'Therefore, giving up all these variet¬ 
ies of atonements for counteracting your sins, take 
exclusive shelter in me in order to successfully begin 
your practice of bhakti. I am the supremely merci¬ 
ful shelter for everyone, and I do not consider the 
apparent differences of character in those who are 
surrendered to me. Do not worry! By doing so, you 
shall be released from all variety of sins, which are 
obstructions in the commencement of my bhakti ” 0 

—Translated by Harshad Marathe, from Sri Ramanuja Gita Bhasya. 
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Sri Chaitanya-lila Vyasa Sri Vrindavan Das Thakur 

Graceful Gauranga 

Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur 

madana-mohana tanu gauranga sundara 
laldte tilaka sobha urdhve manohara 

Graceful Lord Gauranga is more enchanting than 
Cupid. A glistening vaisnava-tilaka adorns his forehead. 

tri-kaccha vasana sobhe kutila-kuntala 
prakrta nayana duiparama cahcala 

He wears glorious tri-kaccha garments. His hair 
is curly. His two eyes are naturally restless. 

[Note: The word tri-kaccha refers to a style in 
which some Bengalis wear their dhotis. When 
the left end of a dhoti is taken between the legs 
and tucked in at the back it is called kacha. When 
the other end is tucked in at the navel it is called 
kohca. When the other end of this kohca is also 
tucked in at the navel it is called tri-kaccha] 

sukla-yajha-suta sobhe bediya sahre 
suksma-rupe ananta ye hena kalebare 

Manifesting a very slender form, Lord Ananta 
has become his white sacred-thread. 

adhare tambula hase adhara capiya 
yana vrndavana-dasa se rupa nichiya 

On His lips rest betelnuts and a smile. Vrindavan 
Das worships him.^ 

— Translated from Jagabandhu Bhadra’s Gaura-pada-tarangim. 
Sri Gauranga Press. Calcutta. 1931. Bengali. 


Unknown artist. 
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Read my Books 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

This practice should be adopted. Don’t waste time. As 
much as possible, try to hear about this transcendental 
subject matter, Srimad Bhagavatam. yad vaisnavan- 
arhpriyam —It is stated that the Srimad Bhagavatam 
is very, very dear to the devotees.” In Vrindavan, you 
will find, they are always reading Srimad Bhagavatam. 
That is their life and soul. So now we have got already 
six volumes, and further eight volumes are coming. You 
will have enough stock, so you should read. Sravanarh 
kirtanarh visnoh is the main business. That is pure 
devotional service. Because we cannot devote twenty- 
four hours in hearing and chanting, therefore we have 
extended our activities, program activities, in so many 
ways. Otherwise, Srimad Bhagavatam is so nice. Ifyou 
practice anywhere, any condition, simply by reading 
Srimad Bhagavatam, you will be happy. So adopt this 
practice and make your spiritual life perfect more and 
more. (From a lecture in Geneva, 3 June 1974.) 

Your first job should be to make sure that every 
one of the devotees in your zone of management is 
reading regularly our literatures and discussing the 
subject matter seriously from different angles of vi¬ 
sion, and that they are somehow or other absorbing 
the knowledge of Krishna Conscious philosophy. If 
they are fully educated in our philosophy and if they 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
can get all of the knowledge and study it from every 
viewpoint, then very easily they will perform tapasya 
or renunciation and that will be their advancement in 
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Krishna Consciousness. So the first thing is to instruct 
all of your temple presidents and the other devotees to 
read daily, just as we have done in our morning class 
in Los Angeles. You may remember that we were read¬ 
ing one sloka each morning in Sanskrit and reciting it 
altogether, and then discussing it thoroughly by seeing 
different new things. So you introduce this system and 
train the devotees first. Don’t be too much concerned 
for the time being with non-devotees. Now we must 
fix-up what devotees we have got in the knowledge of 
Krishna Consciousness. Then we will succeed. What 
good are many, many devotees if none of them are 
knowledgeable? (Letter to Satsvarupa, l6june 1972.) 0 

Bhajana of Skiia Madhavendra Puri 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

Srila Ishwar Puri has made the following statement: 

yoga-smty-upapatti-niijana-vana-dhydnddhva-sambhdvita- 
svdrdjyamprutipadya nirbhayam ami muktd bhavantu dvijah 
asmakam tu kadamba-kuhja-kuhara-pronmilad-indivara- 
srem-syamalaMhdma-ndmajumtdmjanmdstulaksdvadhi 

Let the twice-born enter the fearless kingdom of 
yoga, Vedic study, and solitary meditation in the 
forest. Let them become liberated in that way. As for 
us, we will spend hundreds of thousands of births 
chanting the holy name of Lord Krishna, whose 
splendid dark complexion and yellow garments 
are like a host of blue lotus flowers blooming in 
a grove of yellow flower-bearing kadamba trees. 
[Rupa Goswami’s Padyavali, text 18.] 

This is Srila Ishwar Puri’s statement. He says that those 
who are brahmins, let them do astanga-yoga , let them 
read the Vedas, let them stay in secluded places, let 
them be engaged in meditation, or let them be engaged 
in visiting all the holy places. By doing those things, let 
them get liberation. But for himself, he doesn’t want 
all those things. He only wants Shyamsundar, whose 
bodily complexion is like a blue lotus. He wants that 
Shyamsundar inside a kunja. That is his goal of life. 

Krishna’s name is non-different from him. abhin- 
natvan nama-naminoh — There is no difference 
between the name of Krishna and Krishna himself. 
And we are the servants of that holy name. We 
should perform ndma-seva because the chief result 
of chanting this holy name is Krishna prema. Mahap- 
rabhu gives that prema through chanting, which is 
like an intoxicant. That is mentioned: 





Deity of Madhavendra Puri at 
his samadhi in Remuna, Orissa 


maha-madakaprema-phalapeta bhari’ khaya 
matila sakala loka — hdse, nace, gaya 

The fruit of love of Godhead distributed by Chai- 
tanya Mahaprabhu is such a great intoxicant that 
anyone who eats it, filling his belly, immediately 
becomes maddened by it, and automatically he 
chants, dances, laughs and enjoys. [Cc. adi 9.49] 

And Ishwar Puri says that same thing. We are 
servants of that holy name. We should always be 
engaged in chanting that holy name and be mad¬ 
dened. If lakhs and lakhs of lives will go one after 
another, there will be no loss. We don’t want lib¬ 
eration. janmani janmanisvare bhavatad bhaktir 
ahaituki tvayi — Let hundreds and thousands of 
births come and let us be maddened with chanting 
of the holy name. We want only this, nothing else. 

That is our sadhana and sadhya , the chanting of 
the holy name is the means as well as the end — 
krsna-prema. And if we cannot get Krishna — if 
we only feel pangs of separation from him, if we 
become mad for him — then that is the success 
of our life. If someone becomes mad after this, he 
automatically gives up all other desires: 
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na dhanam najanam na sundarim 
kavitam vajagad-isa kamaye 
mama janmani janmanlsvare 
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi 

In this way there will be no desires for material wealth, 
no desires for material followers, no desires for enjoy¬ 
ing beautiful women, and no desires for liberation. \Cc. 
antya 20.29, Siksastaka 4] Rather, there will only be 
desires for hundreds and thousands of lives engaged in 
chanting his holy name and feeling pangs of separation 
from him. This is the mood of a krsna-virahi , a person 
experiencing pangs of separation from Krishna. And 
when he feels such pangs of separation, which are like a 
fire, he will say, tava kathamrtam tapta-jivanam — “O 
Lord Krishna, Your nectarean kathd is a soothing balm 
to our hearts that are burning with the heat of separation 
from you \Bhdg 10.31.91. Krsna-katha, krsna-nama, is 
the only medicine for us, nothing else. We don’t want 
anything else. Let us take birth hundreds and thousands 
of times in this material world, for this only! We only 
want this and nothing else!” Such devotees are com¬ 
pletely intoxicated with krsna-prema. 

But here in the material world, materially intoxicated 
people are spending day after day, week after week, 
month after month, and year after year becoming mad 
after material enjoyment and lust, not love for Krishna. 
Suryadev, the sun god, is taking away their lifespan 
day by day. They are getting closer and closer to 
death. They cannot understand how their days without 
Krishna consciousness are being wasted away. But on 
the other hand, those who are intoxicated with krsna- 
prema, , chanting the holy name of Krishna, feeling 
pangs of separation from him, such dear devotees of 
Gauranga Mahaprabhu, every moment of their time is 
passed in crying for Krishna. Nothing else. They say: 

gato yamo gatau yamau gata ydmd gatam dinam 
ha hanta kim karisydmi na pasydmi barer mukham 

A prahara is 3 hours. One day, 12 hours, is four 
praharas. Such devotees say, “One prahara has 
now passed! A second prahara has now passed! 
Alas! Three praharashave passed away! Now four 
praharas have passed away! The whole day has 
gone! What shall I do? na pasydmi barer mukham 
— Still I cannot see the all-beautiful lotus-like face 
of Lord Hari! What shall I do?” [Rupa Goswami’s 
Padyavali, text 320.] They are saying this and 


Ossne v! finnJrecl 'Fdnrhj -seven,, 'sPcepe — 3 

crying. This is bhajan in vipralambha-bhava , the 
mood of separation. 

Madhavendra Puri, the gum of Ishwara Puri, was feel¬ 
ing this mood of separation. Madhavendra Puri comes 
in the line of the brahma-madhva-sampradaya. Mad¬ 
havendra Puri’s gum is Lakshmipati. Up to Lakshmipati, 
this mood of feeling pangs of separation from Krishna 
had not come. It first manifested with Madhavendra 
Puri. This disciplic succession begins from Madhaven¬ 
dra Puri. So Madhavendra Puri is considered the root 
of this tree, the fruit of which is prema. 

Madhavendra Puri prayed: 

ayi dina-dayardra natha he 
mathura-natha kadavalokyase 
hrdayam tvad-aloka-kataram 
dayita bhrdmyati kim karomy aham 

Dina refers to those who feel themselves to be 
the lowest of the low. Madhavendra Puri says, “O 
Krishna! You are the Lord of the dina. Your heart 
bleeds for those devotees.” Then, to indicate Krish¬ 
na who has left Vrajabhumi and gone to Mathura, 
he says, “O Lord of Mathura! You have left us and 
we are feeling separation from you. When shall I 
have darsana of you again? Without seeing you, 
my heart is very much agitated, like big waves in 
the ocean. O my dear Lord, what shall I do now 
that I’m unable to see you?” These are feelings of 
separation. All mahanta-gurusYrzve felt such things 
and they have done bhajana in this mood. This is 
Mahaprabhu’s bhajana-dhara, his line of bhajana. 
[Rupa Goswami’s Padyavali , text 330.1 

Raghunath Das Goswami is always engaged in 
serving Radha and Krishna. Still, he feels pangs of 
separation. He says: 

asaika-tantum avalambya vilambamdnd 
raksami jivam avadhir niyato yadi syat 
no ced vidhih sakala-loka-hitaikakari 
yat kala-kutam asrjat tad idam kim artham 

“A feeble hope is still there. Therefore I have sur¬ 
vived. I am thinking that the time will come when I will 
again see my beloved, the dearest of my heart, Krishna. 
There must be some limit to this time separated from 
Krishna. That is the feeble hope that I am maintaining. 
If the time does not come when we are reunited then 
I will be unable to keep my life. I shall take the help 
of the very dreadful kalakuta poison and end my life. 
[Rupa Goswami’s Padyavali , text 333-1 
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Narottam Das Thakur also says, 

kena vd achayeprana ki sukha tagiya 
narottama ddsa kena nagela mariyd 

We are chanting Narottam Das Thakur’s song, 
gorapahuh na bhajiya mainu. My Guru Maharaja, 
Srila Prabhupada, always chants it because he feels 
such pangs of separation. He is very fond of this 
song. He sings in such a nice, sweet voice. All great 
mahanta-gurus , they have this feeling, this mood, 
pang of separation. In that mood they do bhajana. 
That is Mahaprabhu’s teaching. 

Narottam Das Thakur says, “For what happiness 
shall I survive? It is better to die — narottama ddsa 
kena na gela mariyd.” Raghunath Das Goswami 
also thinks in a similar way to Narottam Das Thakur. 
Those who are very dear to Krishna think like 
this. This desire for death is the topmost level of 
krsna-prema. There are ten conditions of separa¬ 
tion from the beloved, the last of which is mrtyu , 
death. [For more on this topic see Gour Govinda 
Swami’s article, “The Ten Stages of Viraha” in Sri 
Krishna Kathamrita magazine, issue 12.] Such 
lovers are so anxious to render loving service unto 
their beloved Krishna that they are always crying 
for it. If they cannot get it they are even prepared 
to end their life. This death is not an ordinary death 
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like the punishment of Yamaraja. Yama only comes 
to materialistic persons. Even in dreams he cannot 
approach such dear devotees. So this is not yama- 
danda , the punishment of Yama. Rather, their 
pangs of separation and their desire for death is 
gokula-maha-mahotsava, a great festival in Gokul. 
Prabhupada has said in his purport to Cc. adi951 : 

If one is serious and sincerely follows the regu¬ 
lative principles and chants the Hare Krishna 
mantra, the time will come when these symptoms 
will appear. Tears will fill one’s eyes; one will be 
unable to chant the mahd-mantra distinctly and 
one’s heart will throb in ecstasy. 

Have you ever prepared sweet rice? After cooking 
for some time, the rice, milk and sugar combination 
gradually becomes thicker and thicker. You still 
have to keep it on the fire. Then it begins intense 
boiling, making the sound, “ dhak-dhak-dhak- 
dhak .” The heart will throb in ecstasy like that. In 
Saranagati, Bhaktivinode Thakur has sung, kabe 
ha’be bolo se-dina amar — a devotee should long 
for the day when such symptoms of trance will 
automatically appear in his body. 0 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar, 30 April 1994. 

Everyone Should 
Speak Krishna Ka i ha 

Hari-bhakti-vilasa 10.535-536 

kirtane ’py atra tajjheyam mdhdtmyarh sravane ’syayat 
sidhyati sravanam nunam kirtanat svayam eva hi 

sastrabhyasasya cabhave purvesam loka-visrutam 
satam adhunikanam ca katham bandhusu kirtayet 

The glories of hearing apply to the glories of 
chanting as well. After all, by chanting, one auto¬ 
matically hears. One can hear from others or hear 
one’s own chanting. 

Only a person who is well-versed in the sastra 
should be allowed to speak. However, if there is 
no such speaker, and even if there are not many 
inquisitive listeners, one should never give up dis¬ 
cussing topics about the Supreme Lord. One can al¬ 
ways discuss narrations of the Lord, as presented by 
saintly persons, in the association of one’s friends, 
brothers, children, and other family members. 0 
—Translation by Bhumipati Das. Rasbihari Lai & Sons. Vrindavan. 2005. 
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Don’t Be Depressed 

Excerpts from the teachings of 
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Material compassion, lamentation and tears are all 
signs of ignorance of the real self. Compassion for 
the eternal soul is self-realization. The word “Mad- 
husudana” is significant in this verse. Lord Krishna 
killed the demon Madhu, and now Arjuna wanted 
Krishna to kill the demon of misunderstanding that 
had overtaken him in the discharge of his duty. No 
one knows where compassion should be applied. 
Compassion for the dress of a drowning man is 
senseless. A man fallen in the ocean of nescience 
cannot be saved simply by rescuing his outward 
dress — the gross material body. One who does 
not know this and laments for the outward dress is 
called a sudra , or one who laments unnecessarily. 
Arjuna was a ksatriya, and this conduct was not 
expected from him. Lord Krishna, however, can 
dissipate the lamentation of the ignorant man, and 
for this purpose the Bhagavad-gita was sung by 
him. ( Bg. 2.1, purport.) 

A pure devotee is never disturbed in any circum¬ 
stances. Nor is he envious of anyone. Nor does a 
devotee become his enemy’s enemy; he thinks, 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


“This person is acting as my enemy due to my 
own past misdeeds. So it is better to suffer than 
to protest.” In the Srimad Bhagavatam (10.14.8) 
it is stated: tat te ‘nukampam su-samiksamdno 
bhunjana evatma-krtam vipakam. Whenever a 
devotee is in distress or has fallen into difficulty, 
he thinks that it is the Lord’s mercy upon him. He 
thinks, “Thanks to my past misdeeds I should suffer 
far, far greater than I am suffering now. So it is by 
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the mercy of the Supreme Lord that I am not get¬ 
ting all the punishment I am due. I am just getting 
a little, by the mercy of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead.” Therefore he is always calm, quiet 
and patient, despite many distressful conditions. 
(5g. 12.13-14 purport.) 

Endeavor executed with intelligence in Krishna 
consciousness is called utsaha , enthusiasm. The 
devotees find the correct means by which every¬ 
thing can be utilized in the service of the Lord (mr- 
bandhah krsna-sambandhe yuktarh vairagyam 
ucyate). The execution of devotional service is not 
a matter of idle meditation but practical action in 
the foreground of spiritual life. 

These activities must be executed with patience. 
One should not be impatient in Krishna con¬ 
sciousness. Indeed, this Krishna consciousness 
movement was started single-handedly, and in 
the beginning there was no response, but because 
we continued to execute our devotional activities 
with patience, people gradually began to under¬ 
stand the importance of this movement, and now 
they are eagerly participating. One should not be 
impatient in discharging devotional service, but 
should take instructions from the spiritual master 
and execute them with patience, depending on 
the mercy of guru and Krishna. The successful 
execution of Krishna conscious activities requires 
both patience and confidence. A newly married 
girl naturally expects offspring from her husband, 
but she cannot expect to have them immediately 
after marriage. Of course, as soon as she is mar¬ 
ried she can attempt to get a child, but she must 
surrender to her husband, confident that her child 
will develop and be born in due time. Similarly, in 
devotional service surrender means that one has 
to become confident. The devotee thinks, avasya 
raksibe krsna\ “Krishna will surely protect me and 
give me help for the successful execution of devo¬ 
tional service.” This is called confidence. (Nectar 
of Instruction, purport to text 3.) 

The living entity, transmigrating through 8,400,000 
species of life, is sometimes likened to a log which 
is gliding down a river. Sometimes, by chance, a 
log washes up on the shore and is thus saved from 
being forced to drift further downstream. There is 
a verse in Snmad Bhagavatam (10.38.5) which 
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encourages every conditioned soul in this way: 
“No one should be depressed by thinking that he 
will never be out of the clutches of matter, for there 
is every possibility of being rescued, exactly as it 
is possible for a log that is floating down a river 
to come to rest on the bank.” (Teachings of Lord 
Caitanya, chapter 11.) 

Don’t think that because you are Krishna con¬ 
scious you will be always successful. It doesn’t mat¬ 
ter. Even if you are unsuccessful, you must know 
firmly that without Krishna’s desire, nothing can 
happen. If you are unsuccessful, then you should 
know it is Krishna’s desire. There is no question of 
being depressed because you are unsuccessful. A 
devotee is never depressed in any horrible condi¬ 
tion of life. (Lecture in Bombay, 11 April 1974.) 

Don’t be depressed. Try to please Krishna. Our 
only business is whether Krishna is satisfied or not. 
If he is then everything is all right. Try to satisfy 
Krishna. Then everything is auspicious. Instead of 
begging from Krishna, Krishna will beg you to tell 
him whatever you want. A devotee never wants 
anything, but Krishna is anxious, “You take what¬ 
ever you like.” So if you simply please Krishna, he 
will canvass, “My dear devotee, whatever you want, 
you take. You can take from me.” 

We have tried to improve our condition of life, 
even to the point of trying to become demigods. But 
don’t think that the demigods are free from danger. 
Indra was so many times perplexed. Even Brahma 
was perplexed. You cannot avoid dangerous posi¬ 
tions within this material world, even if you are a 
person like Brahma. But if you become a devotee of 
Krishna, then everything is all right. So our business 
should not be to try to become very great persons 
in this material world. That will never be possible. 
You can get a big position in the higher planetary 
systems or the lower planetary system — whatever 
you desire — but you will never get safety or peace. 
(Lecture in Vrindavan, 7 April 1976.) 

I can understand that you have become very 
much enthusiastic by shifting to Australia, and this 
enthusiasm is very much desirable by Krishna. Do 
not ever become depressed. Go on spreading this 
enthusiastic quality throughout that part of the 
world and this will be a very, very great service. I 
have seen myself that there is very good potential in 
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Australia and New Zealand and other places in that 
part of the world, so just apply your experience and 
advanced knowledge and enthusiasm and this will 
please me very much. Thank you for helping me 
in this way. (Letter to Madhudvisa, 26 May 1972.) 

Do not be depressed. All along my godbrothers 
gave me only depression, repression, and compres¬ 
sion, but I continued strong in my duty. So never 
mind if there is some discouragement. Continue 
with your work in full enthusiastic Krishna-con¬ 
scious attitude of service. (Letter to Gurudas, 29 
August 1972.) 

If this preaching work is attempted sincerely, then 
Krishna will provide men to help us. Krishna does 
not like to see his men suffer or become frustrated 
and depressed on his behalf, no. If we remain al¬ 
ways faithful to him, working very hard despite all 
difficulties, then very quickly you will meet Krishna 
face-to-face. You may know it for certain. (Letter to 
Gurudasa and Yamuna, 19 December 1972.) 


Do not be disturbed. There is no cause for anxi¬ 
ety. You are doing your best to serve Krishna. That 
is very much appreciated, so do not lose enthusi¬ 
asm out of frustration. That will spoil everything. 
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Krishna Consciousness means we should always 
be satisfied and happy. Not that we try to do some 
impossible work, become overburdened, and then 
because we are unhappy by so much trouble we 
lose enthusiasm altogether and give up all hope. 
No. Too much endeavor should be avoided. By 
all means we must preserve our spiritual status. 
That is the point. Not that we are mad after big 
buildings, many devotees, life-members, and this 
and that. No. These are only ways to engage the 
devotees so they may apply the principles of de¬ 
votional living to some kind of work for practical 
realization of these principles. It is not the result 
of the work we want. If we only sincerely preach 
to one person a day, that is sufficient. Never mind 
big, big programs. So my request to you is that 
you do not be bothered by these things.... Krishna 
does not like to see his sincere devotee suffer or 
become frustrated or depressed. He will not stand 
by idly in such a case. Krishna has some plan for 
you. Always think in that way, and very soon he 
will provide everything to your heart’s desire. 
(Letter to Tejiyas, 19 December 1972.) 0 

Departure of Vakhnavas 

SrUa BliaktisiddJunila Sarasvati Thakiira 

We are extremely grief-stricken to hear that 

_has left this world to go to his eternal 

abode. Everything happens by the will of the 
Lord. The Lord picks up first those who are clos¬ 
est to him. We have no objection to that. We are 
suffering due to our own misfortune and lack of 
qualifications. By remembering his attachment for 
devotional service, we can also gradually enter his 
destination. It is necessary to write about him in 
great detail in such magazines as the Gaudiya, and 
we are planning to provide a memorial spread. 
There should also be a fitting memorial for him 
in the form of a service. 0 

— From a letter dated 28 July 1935. 

Despondency 

Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 
Sri Caitanya-siksdmrta 33 

Despondency is most detrimental to the execu¬ 
tion of bhakti. It is of four kinds: 1) Yielding to grief 
and other emotions; 2) Yielding to bad habits; 3) 
Yielding to intoxication; 4) Yielding to superstition. 
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In this material world today there are thousands 
of causes for the living entities to become over¬ 
whelmed by sorrow, lamentation, anger, fear, 
greed and bewilderment. However, a vaidhi- 
bhakta should not yield to these when they arise. 
They weaken the mind and obstruct the cultivation 
of bhakti. 0 
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Only Krishna is Omniscient 

Jiva Goswami’s 
Paramatma Sandarbha 1.38 

ksetrajnarh capi mam viddhlty atra mam svayarh 
bhagavantam eva sarvesv api samasti-vyasti-rupesu 
ksetresu. na tupurva-ksetrajha-vat nija-nija-ksetra eva i 
ksetrajnarh ca viddhlti 

In Bhagavad-gita 13-3, the Supreme Lord’s 
declaration, ksetrajnarh capi mam viddhi (“You 
should understand that I am also the knower in all 
bodies.”) means that the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead knows what is happening in each and 
every body and in the entire universe as a whole. 
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Radha's calf runs to its mother 


In this way he is not like the individual spirit souls 
who each know only what is happening within 
their own limited sphere of perception. 0 
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Fire of Separation 

Srila Rupa Goswami’s 
Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu 33-116 

aghasya jatharanalatphani-hradasya ca ksvedato 
davasya kavalad api tvam avitatra yesam abhuh 
itas tritayatopy atiprakata-ghora-dhati-dharat 
katharh na viraha-jvarad avasitan sakhin adya nah 

[The cowherd boys address Krishna:] You pro¬ 
tected us, your friends, from the digestive fire of 
the demon Agha’s stomach, from the fierce poison 
of the serpent Kaliya, and even from the consum¬ 
ing destruction of the forest fire. Then how come 
you don’t protect us now from the burning pain 
of separation from you, which is an even greater 
and more terrible assault than these three were? 0 

— Translated by David L. Haberman. The Bhaktirasamrtasindhu 
of Rupa Gosvamin. Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts. 
New Delhi. 2003. 
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Acting for Others 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The spiritual master’s qualification is that he 
does his best to deliver the soul from the clutches 
of may a. That is a great service. Therefore he is 
very dear. There is a difference between one who 
is chanting or executing devotional service for his 
own personal benefit and one who is trying to 
deliver others for their benefit. 0 

— From a morning walk in Delhi, 2 September 1976. 

Sinful Reactions of the Disciples 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

When a guru accepts a disciple it is natural that any 
sinful reactions of the disciple will go to the guru. A 
disciple should be very careful, “My guru is so merci¬ 
ful! He is exerting himself so much to deliver me from 
this blind well, from the fort of Durga, Mayadevi. I 
was imprisoned, but my guru is exerting so much to 
pull me out. I should be a worthy disciple. I should 
not put my gurudeva into trouble. Why shall he suf¬ 
fer for me? He is doing so much good for me that I 
cannot repay him. Why shall I become so degraded, 
do so much nonsense, become so fallen, performing 
sinful, abominable acts that will put my gurudeva 
in trouble?” The disciple should be very serious. He 
should think, “No! My duty is to help my guru. He 
should not get trouble from me.” This is a real dis¬ 
ciple. It should not be one-sided. It is reciprocal. Guru 
and sisya —it is two-sided; the two must co-operate. 
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His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


As I have said previously, “Our guru has come with 
a rope. He has thrown one end into the well, say¬ 
ing, “Catch hold of it very tightly! There should be 
no slackness. Then I will pull you out.” If you don’t 
listen to those instructions, if you are lazy and care¬ 
less and don’t catch hold of that rope tightly, if you 
are slack, then you will fall down. What a shock that 
will be to the guru! “I spent gallons and gallons of my 
spiritual blood and this fellow fell down!” It should 
not happen. Rather, hold the rope very tightly, with 
no slackness, and then he can pull you out. Then 
he will be happy, “Yes! Now I am successful! I have 
pulled out one soul from the fort of Durga!” 
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It is not an easy task to become a guru. It is very 
dangerous. If the guru has no potency, how can he 
withstand the sinful reactions of his disciples? Such 
persons must fall down. He has brahmacans as his 
disciples. They have so much material desire, so 
much sexual attraction, and that must come to the 
guru, because the guru is giving them protection. 
If you come to guru and the guru has no potency 
to withstand it, he will fall down. 0 
— From a darshan in Bhubaneswar, 17 December 1989. 

Syamananda Pandit’s Samadhi 
In Narasinghpur, Odisha 

Syamananda Pandit appeared in the village 
Dandeswar in the Midnapur District of Odisha on 
the full moon day of the month of Visnu in 1534 
AD. His parents, Sri Krishna Mandal and Durika 
Dasi, were pious sudras whose occupation was 
distributing milk. Before his birth his elder brother 
and sister had died. So when their third child was 
born the parents named him Duhkhi, “unhappy”. 

From his early childhood Duhkhi manifested 
strong religious tendencies. At the age of twenty 
he went on pilgrimage. Arriving at Ambika Kalna, 
he was overwhelmed with ecstasy upon seeing the 
deities of Gaura Nitai who had been worshiped by 
Gauridas Pandit. Hriday Chaitanya, a prominent 
disciple of Gauridas, was deeply impressed with 
the boy’s spiritual advancement, gave him diksa, 
and changed his name to Duhkhi Krishnadas. 

With the permission of his guru, Duhkhi Krishna¬ 
das later went to Vrindavan where he studied and 
engaged in service under the guidance of Srila Jiva 
Goswami. Jiva engaged him in the service of sweep¬ 
ing the Rasamandala, the place in Vrindavan where 
Radha-Krishna and the gopis engaged in their rasa 
dance pastimes. Once, while Duhkhi Krishnadas 
was cleaning the Rasamandala, he found an ankle 
bell of Srimati Radhika that had dropped from her 
foot while she had been dancing the night before. 
There are different accounts as to what happened 
after that. Some say that Lalita appeared there and 
pressed that ankle bell to his forehead and gave him 
the name Syamananda. It’s said that Radharani’s 
ankle bell created a special tilaka mark on his 
forehead. Devotees in the line of of Syamananda 
Pandit wear a similar tilaka mark. 
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The samadhi of Syamananda Pandit in Narasinghpur 


Later, on the order of Jiva Goswami, Syamananda 
Prabhu traveled to Odisha to preach the message 
of Mahaprabhu. As he was coming into the May- 
urbhanj area of northeastern Odisha, Syamananda 
spoke to his intimate disciple Rasikananda about 
a demoniac zamindar named Uddanda Ray who 
ruled like a small king in an area on their path. 
Syamananda told Rasika, “Uddanda Ray hates the 
vaisnavas. He has killed and robbed many saintly 
persons who came through his village. If a wicked 
person such as he can be changed then it will be 
marvelous. Let us both go to his place.” 

They arrived at Narasinghpur in the evening. 
Uddanda Ray was lying on his bed but not sleep¬ 
ing. Suddenly he saw someone enter his room and 
stand before him. In a grave voice, that mysterious 
person told the king, “Dedicate yourself to Sya¬ 
mananda Ray,” and disappeared. Uddanda Ray 
considered the voice to have been divine and began 
to think about when he would meet this person 
Syamananda. Just at that moment, Syamananda and 
Rasika entered the home of Uddanda Ray. Seeing 
Syamananda standing before him, Uddanda Ray fell 
at his feet and worshiped him in various ways. It is 
said that just by the power of Syamananda Prabhu’s 
presence, Uddanda Ray became a changed man. 
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Deities at the temple in Narasinghpur. 
Sri Sri Radha Mohanjiu, are on the right. 


He took shelter of the lotus feet of Syamananda, 
who then blessed Uddanda with devotion to the 
Lord. Everyone was astonished to see that the king 
who was previously so demoniac now knew noth¬ 
ing but service to guru, Krishna, and the devotees. 

Uddanda Ray confessed to Syamananda, “There 
is no limit to the terrible sins I have committed. I 
have killed thousands of vaisnava sadhus. After 
killing them I collected their asanas, (cloths used 
by sadhusto sit on during their bhajana). Uddanda 
then produced seven hundred and eighteen asanas 
that he had collected from the devotees he had 
killed. They were the size of a small hill. The now 
repentant zamindar king then showed them a well 
that for years he had used to dispose of the dead 
bodies of the devotees he had killed. Syamananda 
distributed those asanas io the vaisnavas, and the 
king also offered clothes and various other items 
to the devotees. Everyone in the local area was 
astonished to see that the formerly demoniac king 
had become a gentle devotee. 

From that day on, Uddanda Ray began to serve 
all the vaisnavas with great humility and love. 
Later, Syamananda brought his deities, Syama Ray, 
from Dharendra and, with the assistance of Ud¬ 
danda Ray, put on huge festivals in Narasinghpur. 
Syamananda later installed Radha Krishna deities 
there that he named Sri Sri Radha Mohanjiu. In the 
year 1630 AD, Syamananda spent four months at 
Uddanda Ray’s house and then left his body there. 
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Syamananda Prabhu’s bhajana-kutira and full sa- 
madhi are still present today in the remote village of 
Narasinghpur in Odisha’s Mayurbhanj District. Also 
present there are the two tanks that Syamananda had 
dug and installed as Radha Kund and Syama Kund. 

The worship of Sri Sri Radha Mohanjiu was later 
passed on to one of Syamananda’s disciples, who 
became the mahant, temple manager. The local 
devotees tell an interesting story. The deity was 
maintained by some agricultural fields that the 
temple owned. No one was there to help with the 
farming, so the mahant was working in the fields 
and also taking care of the deities. At one point he 
became very sick. Another devotee was brought 
in to worship the deities, but there was no one to 
tend to the fields. The time came to plow the land, 
but no one was available to do it. Understanding 
the situation, the mahant cried and prayed to 
Krishna, “My Lord! What can I do? If the fields are 
not plowed now then the planting will not be able 
to go on properly. Then there will be no crops, so 
how will we take care of you?” 


The next morning when the pujarl came to wake 
the deity, he was surprised to find that Krishna’s 
flute was gone. He also couldn’t understand why 



Deity of Syamananda Pandit in Narasinghpur 
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Close up of the deity of Mohanjiu 


there was mud on the deity’s hands and feet. Just 
at that time a villager came by and congratulated 
the pujari for plowing the field so nicely the night 
before. “What are you saying?” the pujari asked, 
“I didn't plow the field last night.” 
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The villager looked at him strangely, and said, 
“Well, come see for yourself!” When the pujari went 
to look, he was astonished to find that someone had 
nicely plowed the field during the night. Noticing 
something shiny on the ground, he bent down to 
pick it up — and found Krishna’s flute. 0 
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Top to bottom: The field that was once plowed by 
the deity of Mohanjiu; Syama Kund and Radha 
Kund established by Srila Syamananda Pandit 
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Only One Qualification 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

The first condition is that anyone who comes 
to Krishna consciousness as a bona fide initiated 
member, he gives up all these abominable habits: 
no illicit sex, no meat-eating, no gambling, no 
intoxication. They have given up even smoking 
cigarettes and drinking tea and coffee. After being 
qualified, they are accepted as vaisnavas and 
properly initiated. So they cannot be neglected as 
not being brahmins. According to sastra, they are 
qualified. Perhaps due to some past habits they may 
commit some mistake unconsciously. Consciously, 
no vaisnava commits mistakes, but maybe due to 
habit. That is also protected by Krishna, api cet 
su-duracaro bhajate mam ananya-bhak, sadhur 
eva sa mantavyah [Bg. 9-30]. Even there are some 
discrepancies, if the single qualification is there 
that he’s sticking to Krishna consciousness rigidly, 
then he is a sadhu — sadhur eva sa mantavyah. 
So according to the explanation given by Rupa 
Goswami, as supported by Lord Krishna himself, 
as supported by Shukadev Goswami, as supported 
by Sanatan Goswami, as ordered by Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, these European and American 
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Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

devotees are regularly initiated vaisnavas. They 
should not be neglected. That will be vaisnava- 
aparadha , offense unto the vaisnavas. 

Out of all kinds of offenses, vaisnava-aparadha 
is the most dangerous. Vaisnava-aparadha is 
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not excused by Vishnu. Because Durvasa Muni 
offended Ambarish Maharaja, he was not excused 
even by Vishnu. He had to fall down at the feet of 
Maharaja Ambarish. So vaisnava-aparadha is the 
greatest offense. Even a great sage like Durvasa was 
not excused. Durvasa was so powerful that by his 
yogic power he could personally go to all planets — 
brahma-loka , siva-loka , and visnu-loka. He saw Lord 
Vishnu face to face and requested him for protection 
from the sudarsana-cakra. Vishnu refused, “I cannot 
give you protection because you are an offender to 
a vaisnava. Only Ambarish Maharaja can give you 
protection.” He was such an exalted yogi that he 
could personally see Lord Brahma, Lord Shiva, and 
Lord Vishnu, but still he was not excused on account 
of his offense to a vaisnava. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
has warned very severely: tdra madhye vaisnava- 
aparadha hati mata — vaisnava-aparadha is 
the greatest offense. We should be very careful. 
According to our Vedic civilization, a vaisnava , a 
saintly person, was never under the government 
laws. Why only government laws? Even Yamaraja 
warned his servants not to approach vaisnavas. The 
vaisnava’s position is so great. 0 

— Lecture on Nectar of Devotion, Vrindavan, 6 November 1972. 



Original wooden shoes of Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati, at Radha Kund 

Two Types of Sannyasis 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakura 

There are two kinds of renunciates — those 
who enjoyed family life and then took to the 
path of renunciation and those who had never 
entered family life but directly took to the path 
of renunciation. Although both of them are 
situated in the principle of renunciation, the 
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former are superior to the latter because they 
had the experience of family life and thus had 
tasted the danger. 0 

— Srimad Bhagavat Tatparya , Lecture 26, pp. 166-167. 
Translated by Bhumipati Das, edited by Purnaprajna Das. 
Rasbihari Lai and Sons, Vrindavan. 


Ten Symptoms of the Non-Envious 

1) A non-envious person never criticizes sadhus. 

2) He does not consider demigods to be indepen¬ 
dent lords, for his intelligence is only absorbed in 
Sri Krishna. Yet he does not disregard the demigods. 

3) He has faith in Sri Guru and all other superior 
devotees as befits each of them. 


4) He offers respect to the bhakti scriptures. 

5) Abandoning meaningless arguments, he 
acknowledges that the holy name is the topmost 
meaningful attainment. His perception is rooted in 
the perfect conviction that the holy name ( nama ) 
and its owner ( nami ) are one and the same. 




Nama-tattva 


Shattering 

The Tree of Existence 

Srila Sridhar Swami 


sadd sarvatrdste nanu vimalam ddyarh tava padarh 
tathdpy ekarh stokarh na hi bhava-taroh patram abhinat 
ksanamjihvdgra-stham tava tu bhagavan-ndma nikhilam 
sa-mulam sambhdrarh kasati katarat sevyam anayoh 


O Lord, is your impersonal spiritual effulgence 
not always present everywhere? Even so, it has 
not been able to break even a single small leaf 
from the tree of repeated birth and death. On the 
other hand, the moment your holy name is taken, 
uttered by the tongue, it thoroughly shatters the 
tree of birth and death down to its roots. Of these 
two (the spiritual effulgence and the holy name), 
which should be served? 0 

— Rupa Goswami. Sri Padyavail, text 28. English translation by 
Kusakratha Das. Krishna Library. Culver City, California. 1989- 
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Offering Mundane Activities 

From the Bhakti Sandarbha 
of Srila Jiva Goswami 

tasmat laukika-karmady-arpanam idarh, yatha- 
kathaftcit tad-dharma-siddhy-artham evocyate 

It is therefore recommended in the scriptures 
that everyone offer all their mundane activities 
to the Supreme Lord in one way or the other. 
Such offering of activity enables one to attain the 
perfection of all religion. 

arthascayam tikayam—atmana cittenahankarena 
va anusrtoyah svabhavas tasmat. ay am arthah — 
na kevalam vidhitah krtam eveti niyamah 
svabhavanusari laukikam aplti. 

In this regard, Srila Sridhar Swami says in his 
commentary on Srimad Bhagavatam (11.2.36) 
that one should offer all activities that are 
motivated by one’s consciousness and ego. 
Activity in this context does not mean only those 
activities that are sanctioned by and enjoined 
in the scriptures. Rather, one should offer all 


Srila Jiva Goswami 


Sri SdrisLm'bctLiutritii d3indu 


Mahaprabhu's prema-nama saiikirtana 

6) He never engages in wickedness while de¬ 
pending on the protection of the holy name. 

7) He does not consider the auspiciousness of ordi¬ 
nary piety — such as social dharma, religious vows, 
or renunciation — to be comparable in any way to 
the auspiciousness of chanting the holy names. 

8) He tries to inculcate faith in the faithless, but 
he never grants them the holy name until that faith 
has awakened. 

9) He believes completely in the glories of the 
holy name as described in sastra. 

10) He is devoid of any sense of I and mine. 

Oh readers! Non-enviousness alone is the cause 
of liberation for the living being, and envy is his 
only bondage. In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (mad- 
hya 9.361) it has therefore been said: 

caitanya-carita suna sraddha-bhakti kari’ 
matsarya chadiya mukhe bala ‘kari’ ‘kari’ 

Please hear the transcendental pastimes of Sri 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu with faith and devotion! 

Giving up envy of the Lord, everyone chant the Lord’s 

holy name, ‘Hari’ ‘Hari’! 

— Attributed to Bhaktivinode Thakur, from Sri Gaudiya Patrika, 
Year 5, Issue 5. From http://vinacc.blogspot.com/2011/01/ten- 
symptoms-of-non-envious.html. Unknown translator. 
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activities arising out of one’s nature, even though 
such activities may be mundane. 

sri-gltasu ca—yatkarosiyad asnasiyajjuhosi dadasi 
yat/yat tapasyasi kaunteya tat kurusva mad-arpanam. 
ity esa. 

The Bhagavad-glta (9-27) also speaks about the 
same principle — “Whatever you do, whatever 
you eat, whatever you offer or give away, and 
whatever austerities you perform — do that, O 
son of Kunti, as an offering to me.” 

itah purvarh prana-buddhi-dharmadhikaratah 
ity-adi-mantras ca tatha. atra svabhavika- 
karmano ’rpane duskarmano dvividha gatih. 
jnanecchunam avisesena. bhaktlcchunam tv 
anena durvasana-duhkha-darsanena ca sa 
karunamayah karunam karotv iti vd. 

A similar understanding is given by: 

itah purvam prana-buddhi-dharmadhikarato 
jagrat-svapna-susupty-avasthasu manasa vaca 
karmana hastabhyam padbhyam udarena sisna 
yat smrtarh yad uktam yat krtam tat saw am sri- 
krsndrpanarh bhavatu svdhd. mam madly am ca 
sakalam haraye samarpayami 

In relation to my life airs, intelligence, body and 
religious knowledge, whether in dreams, deep sleep 
or in a fully awakened state of existence, whatever 
I have thought of using my mind, or spoken using 
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my sense of speech, or performed using my hands, 
legs, stomach and genitals, I offer all that to Lord Sri 
Krishna in sacrifice. Everything I possess, including 
my own self, I now offer to Lord Hari. 

In this context, there are two ways of offering sinful 
activities rooted in one’s inherent nature. The first way 
is adopted and practiced by those aspiring to b ejrianls, 
who do not distinguish between so-called good and 
bad activities. They deal with sinful activities by being 
indifferent to them and not seeing themselves as the 
doer of such activities. The second way is adopted and 
practiced by those aspiring for devotional service. The 
devotees see the inherent suffering present within such 
sinful activities and cry out to the Lord, requesting him 
to be merciful on them. Thus, they pray as follows: 

yd prltir avivekanam visayesv anapayinl 
Warn anusmaratah sa me hrdayan napasarpatu 

Unintelligent persons have unflinching affection for the 
objects of sense gratification. Similarly, may I always 
remember you, so that that same attachment, applied 
to you, never leaves my heart. ( Visnu Purana 1.20.19) 

yuvatlnam yatha yuni yunam ca yuvatau yatha 
mano ’bhiramate tadvan mano ’bhiramatdm tvayi 

As the minds of young girls take pleasure in thinking 
of a young boy and those of young boys take 
pleasure in thinking of a young girl, may my mind 
take pleasure in you. (.Padma Purana 6.128.258) 

iti padmokta-prakarena ca mama sukarmani 
duskarmani yad rag a -sa m a nya m tat sarvato- 
bhavena bhagavad-visayam eva bhavatv iti 
samadheyam. kaminam tu na sawathaiva sarva- 
duska rmd rpa nam 

In this way, the devotee prays, “Whatever 
attraction I have for pious or sinful activities, let 
all that attachment be wholeheartedly redirected 
towards the nectarean topics of the Supreme Lord.” 

In this way, those who are still within the grips 
of mundane desires should by all means offer their 
sinful activities to the Supreme Lord. 0 

— Anuccheda 217. 
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Preaching and Bad Behavior 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

It is nice that you are preaching during your stay 
in the jail, but you should know that such practices 
like stealing are against the principles of Krishna 
Consciousness. I always want that my students 
should be very ideal in character and not discredit our 
society. Actually, one who is in Krishna Conscious¬ 
ness automatically develops all of the good qualities 
that are possessed by the demigods. So we should 
always try to develop in this way by becoming fully 
surrendered to Lord Krishna. For Krishna we can 
execute any activity, but this is not a free license 
to act whimsically. Arjuna was able to fight on the 
Battlefield of Kurukshetra because it was Krishna’s 
desire, not because it was his whim. So please try to 
remember this and Krishna will help you surely, as 
you are a sincere soul. (Letter, 28 December 1968.) 

Regarding your tendency to become angry in 
public, that is all right provided there is a positive 
reaction. Otherwise, we do not wish to create any 
unnecessary enemies and you should curb your 
anger by your advanced intelligence in Krishna 
Consciousness. It is better to correct the faulty 
habits of the conditioned souls by persuasive 
authoritative preaching and personal example. 
(Letter, 4 January 1971.) 

next column 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


So far as the meaning of the word 'cheating’ is 
concerned, there are only three things to be known 
— that Krishna is the supreme enjoyer, the supreme 
proprietor of everything, and the supreme friend of 
everyone — and we say that honesty is acting upon 
the knowledge of these three facts. So if one is always 
acting under these three facts, knowing Krishna to be 
the supreme proprietor, enjoyer, and friend, then he is 
tmly honest, and if one is not acting in this knowledge, 
then he is always cheating or being dishonest. So if 
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you apply this to your techniques for selling literature 
by the sankirtana party, then you will understand the 
meaning of the word ‘cheating’. (Letter, 2 May 1972.) 

If we simply speak nicely to a person and try sin¬ 
cerely to get him to take the book, he’ll take it. Why 
should we adopt unfair means? We should not do 
anything which will create a bad impression or make 
us unpopular. People are after these books, they are 
hankering for them. We don’t need to take to cheating 
methods. I never had to use any cheating methods 
when I first began. I simply presented the real thing. 
Practically speaking, everything that is done sincerely 
for Krishna’s satisfaction is perfect. But we have to be 
very careful in our dealings with others so that they 
will not take the wrong view. (Letter, 1 January 1975.) 

What is this stealing and violence? This is not 
good. Stealing is not our business. Our business is 
to become Krishna conscious. Caesar’s wife must 
be above suspicion. This is our program. (Letter, 
9 November 1975.) @ 

Neither too Attached 
Nor Too Detached 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur Prabhupada 

If we adopt the path of renunciation, we can get 
freedom from the propensity for enjoying material 
life. But if we try to swallow the bait of renunciation 
like a fish, then our death is inevitable. 

When we face difficulty on the path of sense 
gratification, we take to discussions of literature like 
the Upanishads and other philosophical works to 
attain liberation. By studying the Upanishads, one 
becomes inspired to give up material enjoyment 
and accept a life of dry renunciation. At that time we 
think that renunciation is a coveted object and mate¬ 
rial enjoyment is miserable. In such a mood, we feel 
that we need to renounce everything. But when one 
thinks too much of renunciation, he commits spiritual 
suicide. That is why Srlmad Bhagavatam (11.20.8) 
has stated, na nirvinno natisakto bhakti yogasya 
siddhidah , that to achieve perfection in devotional 
service one should neither become too attached nor 
too detached. 

To render devotional service, one doesn’t have to be 
too attached or too detached. Both are unnecessary. 

2 





Vraja Yuvaraja 

We have to perform devotional service to the lotus 
feet of Sri Krishna. The first level of devotional ser¬ 
vice is to chant the holy name of the Lord. Sri Chai- 
tanyadeva has said that everyone should perform 
srl-krsna-sanklrtana . When many people gather 
together and congregationally chant the holy name, 
it is called sankirtana. It is said, bahubhir militva 
yat klrtanam tat sanklrtanam , ‘When many are 
assembled together to chant the Lord’s glories, the 
chanting is called sankirtana!. 

If someone says, “I will sit in a solitary place and 
meditate,” this is against the instructions of Sri Chai- 
tanyadeva. The word bahu means ‘many’. Chanting 
should be done in the association of many devo¬ 
tees. There are different paths to attain salvation, 
but we do not know which one to follow. When 
we sit down in a closed room and try to meditate, 
many material propensities and thoughts begin to 
disturb us. In fact, we are compelled to think about 
our previously accumulated experiences. In this 
way, we invite our own ruination. 

Different people have got different mentalities. The 
performance of sankirtana can regulate people’s minds 
and make them Krishna Conscious. When we glorify the 
Lord together, we are actually helping one another. 
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In the process of meditation, however, we are unable 
to get anyone’s help. If we are not deaf, if we have a 
proper set of ears, we can understand how important 
sankirtana is. It is completely spiritual. 0 

—Lecture 12, SrimadBhagavat Tatparya. Translated by Bhumipati Das. 
Edited by Purnaprajna Das. Rasbihari Lai and Sons. Vrindavan. 2005. 

The Chemistry of Prema 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakura 
Commentary on Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1 . 4.1 

samyah masrnitam bhavasya prathama-da- 
sapeksayatisayardram svantam cittarh yasmin 
tatha-bhuto yah sandratma nivida-svarupah 
prathama-dasapeksaya paramanandotkarsam 
prapta iti yavat. ata eva krsne ’tisaya-mamat- 
vahkito bhavah sa eva prema nigadyate. 

Compared to the preliminary stage of bhava in 
which the heart becomes tender, the stage of prema 
is marked by complete and exhaustive softening of 
the heart. The nature of prema is that of extremely 
condensed rapture — a state of superlative bliss 
surpassing the bliss of the preliminary stage of 
bhava. For that reason, prema is another name for 
a feeling of extreme possessiveness toward Krishna. 

atreyam asahka—nanu bhava eva ced upadanah 
san sahkhya-matanusdrena premanam utpadya 
svayam prematmiko bhavati, tada tan-mate 
upadana-karanam eva purvavastham parityajya 
karya-rupena parinamati, na tu karanatiriktah 
svatantrah karya-padartho ’sti. yatha guda eva 
kam api vikaram prapya purvarupam parityajya 
ca khando bhavati, jate ca khande tasmadgudasya 
prthak sthitir nasti. evam khanda eva sita bhavati, 
sita eva sitopala bhavati, tatra sitopala-dasayam 
guda-khanda-sitanam prthak sthitir nasti. tadvad 
atrapi bhavah purvavastham parityajya prema- 
rupo bhavatu, evam premnah sakasad bhavasya 
prthak-sthitir mastu, tathagre vaksyamanam 
premna eva sneha-rupatvam eva snehadtnam 
ragadi-rupatvam ca, tatrapi snehadibhyah sakasat 
premadi-sthayi-bhavanam prthak sthitir mastu. 
evam sati sri-radhika-prabhnisu camra-sthayi-rupa- 
mahabhava eva tisthatu, na tu rati-prema-sneha- 
mana-raganuragadayah. 

A doubt might arise here. According to the rules 
of Sankhya philosophy, an effect cannot have an 
existence independent of its cause. The example is 
given of sugarcane syrup, which gives up its state and 
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transforms into crystallized sugar by the process of 
boiling. In the final crystallized state, the syrup loses 
its existence. It has transformed into pristine white 
sugar. According to this analogy, if at all bhava is the 
ingredient or cause of prema , then it must transform 
into prema completely while simultaneously giving 
up its original state. Bhava should not be seen to still 
exist separately. Similarly, if it is prema that is the 
cause of sneha and sneha is the cause of raga, then 
on the appearance of sneha, prema should disappear 
leaving behind only sneha and on the appearance of 
raga , sneha should disappear leaving behind only 
raga. Furthering this analogy, and knowing that the 
topmost state of mahabhava exists in Srimati Rad- 
hika and her associates, we should assume that the 
preceding states of rati, prema , sneha , mana, raga, 
anuraga, etc. will have disappeared in them. Is it tme? 

maivam. sri-krsnasya hladim-sakteh sara-vrtti- 
rupanam rati-prema-snehadinam sri-krsnasyaiva- 
cintya-saktitvat purvavastham aparityajyaiva 
bhavah prema-rupo bhavati. purvavasthaya 
atyagad eva premnah sakasad bhavasya prthak 
sthitir api jheya. evam-ritya snehadibhyah sakasat 
premadinam prthak sthitir apy uhya. tatra 
drstanto, yatha — sri-krsnasya balya-deha eva kam 
api madhuryady-utkarsam prapya balyavastha- 
parityagam vinaivapauganda-deho bhavati. evam 
pauganda-deha eva purvasmad apy utkarsa-vise- 
sam prapya kaisora-deho bhavati, na tu prakrta- 
manusya-sariradir iva balyavastham parityajya 
paugandavastham prapnoti. sri-krsnasya balya- 
pauganda-kaisoranam evam balyad ucita-lilanam 
ca sarvesam nityatvat. kintupaugandasyaprakatye 
balya-deho ’trantardhaya yatra yatra brah- 
mande prakata-lilayam balya-lildya arambhas 
tatraiva prakatibhavati. evam asyaiva vrndava- 
nasyaprakata-prakase yatra balya-lildya aramb- 
has tatrapi balya-dehasya prakatyam jhey am. 
brahmana agamini kalpe vaivasvata-manvantare 
punar apy atraiva vrndavanasyaprakata-prakase 
balya-dehah prakatlbhavisyatlti. yatha — etad-dvip- 
asthah suryo \trantardhaya sandhya-kale dvipanta- 
ram gacchati. punar apiyama-catustayanantaram 
etad dvlpe prakatibhavisyati. lilanam balyady- 
avasthanam ca nityatvam sri-bhagavata-tikayam 
mahanubhavair vistarya likhitam. visesa-jijhasa 
cet, sa tika drastavya. 
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Certainly not! Bhava transforms into prema with¬ 
out giving up its existence. All this happens due to 
the inconceivable nature of the hladim potency of 
Sri Krishna, which extends itself into states such as 
rap prema , sneha, etc. All these do not give up their 
previous states to transform into the next. In this 
way, bhava should be understood to exist separately 
from prema , and, similarly, sneha and other stages 
should be known to exist separately from prema. 

All this can be understood by an example — the 
infant body of Sri Krishna gradually attains the boy¬ 
ish age of pauganda , thereby increasing its charm 
and beauty. This charm and beauty increase accord¬ 
ingly when that body attains the youthful stage of 
kisora. The giving up of one stage and attainment 
of the next in Krishna is not like the bodily trans¬ 
formations of ordinary humans. All the appropriate 
pastimes related to infancy, boyhood and youth are 
eternally present in the body of Sri Krishna. Even 
though it might seem that the pastimes of infancy of 
Lord Krishna have ended in one particular universe, 
they have simultaneously begun in another universe 
where Krishna has just appeared. In a Vrindavan 
within a particular universe where the pastimes of 
infancy are about to begin, the appropriate body 
will manifest too. The infant body of Krishna will 
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manifest again in this universe in a future kalpa of 
Lord Brahma during the Vaivasvata manvantara at 
the time when Vrindavan appears on earth. 

All this can be compared to the sun, which sets in 
one country and rises in another, and after twelve 
hours it rises again in the same country. The great 
souls have written in great detail in their commen¬ 
taries on Srimad Bhagavatam about the eternality 
of the various pastimes of the Lord, beginning with 
infancy. Those who have a special interest in this 
subject matter should consult these commentaries. 0 

— Bhakti Sara Pradarsini Tika on Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 
1.4.1. Sanskrit taken from Gaudiya Grantha Mandira. 

Gaura at Gadadhar’s Side 

Nayanananda Das 

(Dha nasri-raga) 

mukha-khani purnimara sasi kiba mantra jape 
bimba bidambita adhara sadai kena kampe 

The full-moon of his mouth chants japa of the 
maha-mantra. Why do his lips, lips that mock the 
bimba fruits, always tremble? 

gord nace natana rangiya 
akhilajivera mana bandhe prema diya 

(Refrain) Lord Gaura gracefully dances. He places 
a gift of ecstatic spiritual love in every living 
entity’s heart. 

canda kandaye mukha-chanda dekhiya 
tapana kande ankhi jalada heriya 

Seeing the moon of Lord Gaura’s face weep, every 
person’s eyes have become like monsoon clouds 
shedding showers of tears. 

kahca kahcana jini nava rasera gord 
buka bahi pade prema parasera dhara 

Sweet with new nectar, Lord Gaura defeats new 
gold. A flood of tears of ecstatic love streams 
down his chest. 

kahaye nayanananda manera ullase 
punah ki dekhiba gord gadadhara pase 

Nayanananda Das says, “With a joyful heart, will I 
again see Lord Gaura at Gadadhara’s side?” 0 
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Learning the Languages 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I hope you are continuing to study Bengali. I 
shall be glad to know how much progress you 
have made by this time. (Letter, 7 February 1968.) 

You mention that you have enclosed the 
transliteration work of Srimad Bhagavatam , 
but I do not find it here. You may have missed 
it. Anyway, I am happy to hear you are steadily 
studying Sanskrit and reading Srimad Bhagavatam 
— that is very good. (Letter, 23 March 1968.) 

All these discrepancies are happening on account 
of my students being unaware of Sanskrit language. 
Therefore I requested him to learn Sanskrit very 
seriously. He has got the aptitude, and I hope he 
may come out very successful. (Letter, 9 April 1968.) 

Regarding his study of Sanskrit, I am very glad 
to learn of his seriousness to study. We need many 
Sanskrit scholar devotees. When it is convenient he 
may study in Boston, and there are Sanskrit courses 
at the university there also. (Letter, 13 March 1970.) 

Regarding Sanskrit class, it is very encouraging that 
the teacher is helping you in this connection, but 
our chief aim for learning Sanskrit would be to learn 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


how to pronounce the Sanskrit verses, especially 
the ones in our published books, just like you have 
already chanted the Govinda verses in the record. 
Similarly, if you chant all the verses combinedly and 
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melodiously along with musical instruments it will be 
a great charm to the people of the world. When we 
start our World Sankirtana Party it will be our unique 
position if we can demonstrate the chanting of the 
mantras as they are given in Isopanisad , Bhagavad- 
glta, Srtmad Bhagavatam and Brahma Samhita. 
Therefore the main aim of this Sanskrit class should 
be for you to learn this chanting in the proper accent. 
It is not our aim to become Sanskrit scholars. (Letter, 
9 November 1975.) 

We have seen your note regarding the child. You 
may engage one Sanskrit teacher for her so she 
shall become a very great scholar. Just like Jiva 
Goswami was trained in Sanskrit language from 
early childhood and no one could surpass him in 
all of India. (Letter, 1 August 1972.) 0 

We Don’t Care! 

A compilation from various authors 

parivadatu jano yatha tatha va 

nanu mukharo na vayam vicarayamah 
hari-rasa-madird madatimatta 
bhuvi viluthama natama nirvisama 

The talkative people will rebuke us. Is it not? Well, 
we don’t care for them! We will drink the liquor 
of love for Lord Hari and will become completely 
intoxicated, roll about on the ground, dance, and 
experience ecstasy. (Sri Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya, 
quoted in Padyavalt 73.) 

puratah sphuratu vimuktis 

ciram iha rajyam karotu vairajyam 
pasupala-balaka-pateh 
sevam evabhivahchami 

Liberation may appear before me. The enduring 
kingdom of Lord Brahma may also appear before 
me. I don’t care! I simply desire to serve Lord 
Krishna, the leader of the cowherd boys. (Sri 
Surottamacharya, quoted in Padyavalt 84.) 

trpyantu me chidram avapya satravah 
karotu me sasti-bharam grhesvarah 
manis tu vaksoruha-madhya-bhusanam 
mamastu vrndavana-krsna-candrama 

Let my enemies be pleased to find fault with me. Let 
my husband punish me again and again. I don’t care! 
Lord Krishnachandra, who enjoys transcendental 
pastimes in Vrindavan forest, will always be the 
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precious jewel that decorates my breasts. (Unknown 
author, quoted in Padyavalt 174.) 

svaml nihantu vihasantu purah sapatnyo 
bhartur bhajantu guravah pitaras ca lajjam 
etavata yadi kalanki kulam tathastu 
rdmdnuje mama tanotu mano ‘nuragam 

Let my husband beat me! Let my enemies laugh 
in my face! Let my parents and elderly relatives 
shame me before my husband! Let my whole 
family become polluted! I don’t care! My heart will 
continue to love Balaram’s younger brother Krishna. 
(Unknown author, quoted in Padyavalt 175.) 

svaml kupyati kupyatam panjand nindanti nindantu mam 
anyatkimputhatdm ayam cajagaMpraudho marwpadravah 
asdsyam punaretad evayad idam caksus ciram vardhatdm 
yenedam paripiyate muraripoh saundarya-sdram vapuh 

My husband is angry? Let him be! My friends 
rebuke me? Let them do so! Whatever other 
catastrophe there may be in this world, let it fall upon 
me. I don’t care! I simply wish that my eyes may 
eternally drink the nectar of Krishna’s handsome 
form. (Sri Pushkaraksha, quoted in Padyavalt 176.) 

dhydndbhydsa-vaslbiena manasa tan nirgurtam niskriyam 
jyotih kihcana yogino yadiparam pasyantipasyantu te 
asmakam tu tad eva locana-camatkaraya bhuyac ciram 
kalindl-pulinesu yat kim api tan nllam maho dhavati 

If after practicing meditation and controlling their 
minds, the yogis perceive the absolute truth as a 
mere light devoid of all qualities, let them perceive 
so. We don’t care! For us, that absolute truth roams 
eternally in a bluish hue on the banks of the 
Kalindi river, ravishing our eyes. (Sri Madhusudana 
Saraswati, from the Gudhartha-dlpika commentary 
on Bhagavad-glta 13.1) 0 

Translated and adapted by Hari Parshad Das from: 

— Srila Rupa Goswami. Padyavalt. Sanskrit with English 
translation by Sri Kusakratha Das. The Krishna Library. Culver 
City, CA. 1989. 

— http:// granthamandira. com/ index. php?show=entry&e_no=731 

Sri Ladileydstakam 

The Beloved of 
Brishabhanu’s Darting 

The author of this prayer, NarayanBhatta Goswami, 
was a disciple of Sri Krishnadas Brahmachari, who 
in turn was a disciple of Sri Gadadhar Pandit. Narayan 
Bhatta Goswami lived for many years in Vraja. 
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Mohana Madhuri 


He is said to have discovered the ancient deity of 
Sriji and had her installed on top ofBarshana hill. 
He was a prolific writer and authored Bhakti-rasa- 
tararigini, Vraja-bhakti-vilasa, Vraja-dipika, Vrajotsava- 
candrika, Vraja-mahodadhi, Vrajotsava- hladini, 
Brhad Vraja-gunotsava, Vraja-prakasa, Vraja-dipika, 
Bhakta-bhusana-sandarbha, Vraja-sadhana-candrika, 
Bhakti-viveka, Sahana-dipika, Rasika-hladini, 
Premankura (drama), Ladili-lala Yugala Paddhati 
and ^/z/'sLadileyastakam. NarayanBhatta Goswami’s 
samadhi is near Barshana in Uchagaon, the village 
where Lalita Sakhi appeared. 

u Ladili ,, literally means “darling”. It is a popular 
name of Srimati Radharani in Vrindavan. In 
this context, “Ladili” can mean “Brishabhanu’s 
darling” or “the darling queen ofBarshana”. 

srimad-vrajesa-tanayam dhrta-manavarigam 
sarvahga-sundara-varam kati-pita-vastram 
brahmadi-deva-muni-vandya-padaravindam 
sri-lddileya-lalitam satatam bhajami 
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Accepting a form possessed of all beautiful limbs 
and wearing a yellowish cloth around his waist, his 
lotus feet are worshipped by all sages and demigods 
headed by Lord Brahma. I constantly worship that 
beloved of Vrishabhanu’s darling daughter. 

tiryag-kirita-mukutam vana-malaya vai 
sa mso bhamd na-vap us a rh hasateksanadhyam 
dedipyamdna-makardkrti-kundalarh ca 
sri-lddileya-lalitam satatam bhajami 

On his head rests a curved helmet, his ears are 
embellished with a pair of brilliantly glowing 
shark-shaped earrings, his eyes are enhanced with 
a smile, and his body is decorated with a garland 
of forest flowers. I constantly worship that beloved 
of Vrishabhanu’s darling daughter. 

anamra-janu-yugalam vraja-bhumikayam 
utthaya daksina-karam sasarisrpantam 
padaravinda-yugale dhrta-nupuram ca 
sri-lddileya-lalitam satatam bhajami 

His lotus feet are decorated with a pair of anklets. He 
crawls beautifully on the land of Vraja while using his 
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right hand to pull himself forward. I constantly worship 
that beloved of Vrishabhanu’s darling daughter. 

kaumara-darsita-sukham vapusa sva-pitror 
balais ca kridana-param samudarayantam 
m ugdha -sm it a m nija-bhuje dhrta-modakam ca 
sri-ladileya-lalitam satatam bhajami 

He smilingly holds a sweet in his hands 
and displays his unlimitedly magnanimous 
playful pastimes of infancy, thus delighting his 
parents. I constantly worship that beloved of 
Vrishabhanu’s darling daughter. 

srimad-balanujam atlva priya-svarupam 
saukhya-pradam nija-janan atimdnayantdm 
sydmdhgam adbhutatamrh sumukham sunetram 
sri-ladileya-lalitam satatam bhajami 

The younger brother of Baladev has an immensely 
wonderful form with complexion like a dark monsoon 
cloud and beautiful lotus-like face and eyes. These 
bestow great happiness on his kinsmen and earn him 
a respected place amongst them. I constantly worship 
that beloved of Vrishabhanu’s darling daughter. 

subhru-nasam subhuja-danda-paraga-damam 
drastavya-rupam asiteksana-caru-hasam 
kahcya parahga-dhrta-hdra-manoharantam 
sri-ladileya-lalitam satatam bhajami 
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His well built arms appear to subdue the strength 
of mountains. He displays a beautiful form having 
blackish eyes, beautiful brows, perfect nose, and a 
sweet smile. Around his waist is a strand of jewels 
that steals one’s mind. I constantly worship that 
beloved of Vrishabhanu’s darling daughter. 

go-vatsa-khelana-param gala-maukti-haram 
vamsi-dharam sughata-nrtya-karam varam ca 
gopi-grhesu nitaram navanita-cauram 
sri-ladileya-lalitam satatam bhajami 

Around his neck swings a necklace of pearls as 
he exhibits his pastimes of playing with the calves. 
He holds a flute in his hands and effortlessly 
displays his dancing skill as well as his expertise 
at regularly stealing butter from the homes of 
the gopis. I constantly worship that beloved of 
Vrishabhanu’s darling daughter. 

dhyanaspadam jagati purnatamavataram 
santam param nikhila-jiva-nikaya-ketum 
lila-kadambam atilahghita-satru-vargam 
sri-lddileya-lalitam satatam bhajami 

He soundly defeated his enemies in his 
multifarious pastimes. He is the Supreme Lord in the 
most perfect form, the object of meditation for the 
entire world, the sought-after shelter of the sages, 
and the refuge of all souls. I constantly worship that 
beloved of Vrishabhanu’s darling daughter. 

slokastakam hi sumukham sumuda sva-citte 
sandhaya nityam amalam hari-bhaktidam ca 
devalaye pathati tasya harih svayam ca 
moksa-prado bhavati nunam adabhra-buddheh 

A blissful soul of purified intelligence who in a 
joyous state of mind fixes his attention constantly 
upon these eight transcendental verses that bestow 
devotional service to Lord Hari, or who recites it 
in a temple of Lord Hari, will be rewarded by the 
Lord personally coming and bestowing the gift of 
liberation upon him.^ 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the version on Gaudiya 
Grantha Mandir: http://granthamandira.com 








Sri SKriskutL S^cdkamri-tci 

B> PKCIK 


Fortnightly email mini-magazine from Gopal Jiu Publications 


Issue No. 253 Sn Pandava Nirjala Ekadasi 12 June 2011 Circulation 4,015 



• A Duty of Guru 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

• Madhvas and G u divas 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 

• Three Types of Discussions 

Sripada Madhvacharya 

• Of What Use is Impersonal Liberation? 

Various Authors 



A Duty of Guru 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The spiritual master cannot accept service from a 
disciple without awarding him spiritual instruction. 
That is the reciprocation of love and duty. (Purport 
to Bhag. 3.23.52) 

A disciple has the right to ask the guru about 
any confidential service, and it is the duty of the 
guru to explain these confidential matters to his 
disciple. (Purport to Bhag. 10.12.43) 

Although I am very busy, still it is my duty to 
answer all inquiries from my disciples. Therefore 
you should never hesitate to write me letters, 
and whenever there is some inquiry you must 
ask me, and it will be my duty to explain. In 
the Bhakti-Rasamrta-Sindhu it is stated that the 
inquisitive disciple advances very quickly in 
Krishna Consciousness. (Letter, 15 October 1968) 

No letter from you is useless for me. They are all 
important. And you can write as long a letter as you 
like. I shall always read them carefully with attention, 
in spite of my various duties. (Letter, 15 March 1969) 

I am so glad to learn that you are an educated 
boy and coming to our temple and trying 
to understand our Krishna Consciousness 

next column 



His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

philosophy very seriously. It is a very good sign. 
Try to continue this attitude, and whenever there 
is some question you are welcome to put it before 
me and I shall try my best to help you. My life is 
dedicated for this purpose, and you should have 
no cause for hesitation. But the process of putting 
questions is through service and submission 
— that is the injunction given in the Bhagavad- 
gita. Questions should be put before a person 
to whom you can submit yourself and to whom 
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you can render some service. That is the way of 
self-realization. (Letter, 5 February 1970) 

As I am your spiritual master, it is my obligation to 
answer any questions that you may have. So please 
send the tape containing your questions and I shall 
reply. (Letter, 29 January 1973) 0 

Madhvas and Gaudiyas 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati 
Thakur Prabhupada 

There is a tendency, especially in this country, 
to approach the past history of a sect on the 
basis of the prima-facie authenticity of the guru- 
parampara as preserved in the sect. We would 
be more scientifically employed if we turned 
our attention to obtaining greater information by 
comparative study of the different records instead 
of resorting to gratuitous assumptions against the 
validity of the preceptorial lists. 

For this very cogent reason we must accept as 
historically valid the existing preceptorial list of the 
Madhva Gaudtya Vaisnava sect till its authenticity in 
any particular is conclusively impugned by specific 
historical evidence. We have had no cause up till 
now to doubt the truth of any portion of this list. 

This list discloses the fact that the Supreme Lord Sri 
Chaitanya accepted Sri Iswara Puri as his preceptor. 
Sri Iswara Puri was a disciple of Sri Madhavendra 
Puri. Sri Madhavendra Puri is a most renowned 
vaisnava. He is, in fact, the great founder of the 
society of transcendental lovers who adhere strictly 
to their all-absorbing passion for the amorous 
transcendental hero, Sri Krishna. This constitutes 
a great development of the original doctrine of 
Sri Madhvacharya. In spite of this peculiarity of 
the teaching of Sri Madhavendra Puri, the list of 
the former gurus shows that Sri Madhavendra is 
descended from the line of Ananda Tirtha in the 
ascetic order of the Madhva Vaisnavas. There is 
really nothing against the genuineness of the list 
of the gurus of the line of the Madhva Vaisnavas. 

Some misguided critic may try to rashly propose 
to disconnect Sri Madhavendra from the line of 
the gurus of the Madhva Vaisnavas by asserting 
that the Madhva sannyastsare known as “Tirthas” 
and that no sannyast of the title “Puri” can have 
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admittance into their ecclesiastical order. But the 
solution of this apparent difficulty is offered by an 
incident in the authentic career of the Supreme 
Lord, Sri Krishna Chaitanya. He is stated to have 
embraced the order of the Bharati sannyasts. But 
he was also stated to be a disciple of Sri Iswara Puri. 
This irregularity is to be ascribed to the practice of 
attaching their surnames by the older associations. 
The different guru-paramparas show the same 
line. So we cannot discredit those records by 
basing our arguments on assumptions and ordinary 
argument from current practices. 

Moreover, whenever there is any congregational 
gathering of the different schools of vaisnavas , the 
Gaudtya Vaisnavas , as a class, introduce themselves 
as belonging to the line of Sri Madhvacharya. These 
are hard and indisputable facts and cannot be 
lightly explained away by inferences based solely 
on certain practices of either sect. 

If, however, the Gaudtya Vaisnavas actually 
preferred to brand themselves as Madhva Gaudiyas 

g 











Sri {KrisLm'lwtLcutri-tti d3indu 

as a matter of history, inquirers would naturally 
be anxious to know whether the servants of 
the Gaudtya Vaisnavas subscribe in toto to 
the professions and practices of the Madhvas 
or whether they differ from the older school in 
some other points. In case they have a distinctive 
reference, an inquirer should naturally start to make 
a list of the differences between the two schools. 
This comparison should necessarily be made in 
regard to their practical activity, social procedure, 
philosophy, theology, and different performances; 
in other words, the examination should embrace 
both their exoteric and esoteric differences. 

If we take up the practical activities of the Madhva 
and the Gaudtya Vaisnavas for the purpose of such 
comparison, we find that the former are severely 
reserved in their propagatory methods, whereas the 
latter are vigorous proselytizers. The Madhvas keep 
up the old habits and ideas, whereas the Gaudtya 
Vaisnavas have advanced towards and utilized 
everything for facilitating the true cause of devotion. 
The former are very fond of arcana according to the 
pahcaratrika system, whereas the latter, though not 
different in their adoption of arcana , additionally 
perform bhajana like the dasakuta section of the 
Madhva community. The Gaudtya Vaisnavas give 
more stress to bhajana whereas the vyasakuta 
section of the Madhvas give stress to arcana. The 
habits and customs of the Southern Indian vaisnavas 
are different from those of Northern Indian Gaudtya 
Vaisnavas , though both of them have a common 
base and origin as their guiding principle. 

Turning to their respective social procedures, we 
find that there is one great point of resemblance. 
According to the Madhva community, Brahmins 
are alone considered to be eligible for the service 
of God. Brahmins are thus in sole charge of the 
religious institutions of the sect. They alone conduct 
all public and private worship. This is also the 
practice of the Gaudtya Vaisnavas. But in this 
matter also there is an important distinction between 
the two. The point has already been referred to in 
connection with propaganda and proselytization. 
The Madhvas are not prepared to go outside the 
pale of the caste Brahmins for imparting initiation 
for worship. In this they are in one sense too 
narrow in comparison with the method of the 
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Gaudtya Vaisnavas. Sri Chaitanya accepted all 
who possessed the real inclination for leading the 
exclusive spiritual life and bestowed on them even 
the position and function of the acarya. Thakur 
Haridas, the great acarya of the Gaudtya sect, was 
a Mohammedan by parentage. Most of the Gaudtya 
Vaisnava Gosvamisw&ce not caste Brahmins. 

In another respect, however, the Madhva practice 
is more lax than the practice of the Gaudtya society. 
No person is entitled in the Gaudtya community to 
mantra-diksa unless he or she is prepared to submit 
unconditionally to follow the instructions of the 
acarya in every particular of actual conduct. By this 
test, caste Brahmins are also liable to be ineligible for 
the service of God in the Gaudtya community if they 
are not prepared to give up their unscriptural mode of 
life by submitting to the autocratic rule of the acarya. 

Gaudtya Vaisnavas claim to follow the essence 
of the scriptural varnasrama institution in the 
organization of their spiritual society, whereas the 
Madhvas follow the hereditary principle which is 
seldom applicable in the present age when few 
persons possess either the habit or the inclination 
to follow the spirit of the sastric regulation. Judged 
by the test of loyalty to the spirit of the scriptural 
regulation, the Gaudtya community may justly 
claim to be far more conservative in their social 
practices than the Madhvas. 0 

— From the article, “A Word to our Madhwa - Vaishnava Brethren”, 
The Harmonist, Vol. XXXI, Issue No. 18, 14 May 1935. 

Three types of Discussions 

Sripada Madhvacharya 

vado jalpo vitandeti trividha vidusam katha 

Amongst learned philosophers, discussions can be 
classified into three types — vada, jalpa and vitanda. 

tattva-nirnayam-uddisya kevalam guru-sisyayoh 

katha ‘nyesam api satam vado va samiteh subha 

Discussions primarily between the spiritual 
master and disciple that are auspiciously aimed 
only at establishing the truth are described by the 
learned as vada. 

khyatyadyartham spardhaya va satam jalpa itiryate 

Discussions driven by the desire to earn prestige 
or the desire to win a debate are classified by the 
wise as jalpa. 
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vitanda tu satam-anyais tattvamesu niguhitam 

A discussion that takes place between an 
honest person and a wicked wrangler intent 
only on destroying the genuine arguments of his 
honest opponent, without paying any heed to the 
establishment of truth, is called vitanda. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from the Sanskrit Composition 
Katha-laksanam by Sripada Madhvacharya, using the document 
available at http://www.uttaradimath.org 

Of What Use is 
Impersonal Liberation? 

A compilation from various authors 

nandanandana-kaisora lildmrta-mahambudhau 
nimagndndrh kim asmdkarh niivdna-lavandmbhasd 

We have now plunged into the great nectar-ocean 
of the transcendental youthful pastimes of Maharaja 
Nanda’s son, Krishna. Of what use to us is the salt¬ 
water of impersonal liberation? (Sri Yadavendra 
Puri, quoted in Padyavail, 42) 

bhavantu tatra janmani yatra te murali-kalah 
karna-peyatvam ayati kim me nirvana-vartaya 

O Lord, I pray that I may take birth again and 
again in a place where my ears may drink the sweet 
music of your flute. What is the use of talking to 
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me about impersonal liberation? (Sri Sarvabhauma 
Bhattacharya, quoted in Pady avail, 92) 

jridndvalambakah kecit kecit karmavalambakah 
vayam tu hari-dasanam pada-tranavalambakah 

Some are inclined to carry the load of speculative 
knowledge and others are inclined to carry the 
loads of fruitive work. We, however, are inclined 
to carry on our heads the slippers that decorate the 
lotus feet of Lord Hari’s servants. (Unknown author, 
quoted in Padyavali , 58) 

na vayam kavayo na tarkika 
na ca vedanta-nitanta-paragah 
na ca vadi-nivarakah param 
kapatabhira-kisora-kinkarah 

We are not poets. We are not logicians. We are not 
philosophers who have crossed to the farther shore 
of Vedanta. We are not eloquent debaters. We are the 
servants of a rascal cowherd boy. (Sri Sarvabhauma 
Bhattacharya, quoted in Padyavali , 72) 

advaita-vithi-pathikair upasyah 
svananda-simhdsana-labdha-diksdh 
sathena kenapi vayam hathena 
dasi-krta gopa-vadhu-vitena 

Commuters on the path of impersonal liberation 
worshipped us, as we were situated comfortably 
on the throne of one who is called atmarama , a 
person who takes delight only in the self. Yet some 
rascal lover of the gopis forcibly turned us into his 
maidservants. (Sri Bilvamangala Thakura, quoted 
in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 3.1.44) 0 

Adapted and translated by Hari Parshad Das from the following: 

— Srila Rupa Goswami. Padyavali. Sanskrit with English translation 
by Sri Kusakratha Das. The Krishna Library. Culver City, CA. 1989 

— Srila Rupa Goswami. Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu. Sanskrit taken 
from Gaudiya Grantha Mandira. 
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Give up Nonsense Talks 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The installing of telex communications for our 
main temples is not required. Then they will gossip 
more through the telex. (Letter to Gurudasa, 5 
February 1977.) 

Never waste your time in any other talks. I think 
our students have already developed this attitude 
and they are not interested in idle talks. Ambarish 
Maharaja set a nice example by engaging his mind 
always on the lotus feet of Krishna and talking 
always about him. We should follow the same 
example.” (Letter to Upendra, 4 July 1968.) 

Another impediment is prajalpa , unnecessary 
talking. When we mix with a few friends, we 
immediately begin unnecessary talking, sounding 
just like croaking toads. If we must talk, we should talk 
about the Krishna consciousness movement. Those 
outside of the Krishna consciousness movement 
are interested in reading heaps of newspapers, 
magazines, and novels, solving crossword puzzles 
and doing many other nonsensical things. In this 
fashion people simply waste their valuable time and 
energy. In the Western countries old men, retired 
from active life, play cards, fish, watch television and 
debate about useless socio-political schemes. All 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


these and other frivolous activities are included in 
the prajalpa c ategory. Intelligent persons interested 
in Krishna consciousness should never take part 
in such activities. (From the purport to verse 2 of 
Nectar of Instruction.) 
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The next impediment to devotional service is 
prajalpa , talking of mundane subject matters. Many 
people unnecessarily talk of the daily happenings 
in the newspapers and pass the time without any 
profit. A devotee, however, does not indulge in 
unnecessary talks of politics or economics. (From 
the purport to text 5 of Narada-bhakti-sutras .) 

Prajalpa means talking all nonsense. Some speak 
about politics, “What did Mr. Nixon do yesterday? 
What did he say?” What interest do we have in Mr. 
Nixon? We should not waste our time talking about 
politics, sociology, and cinema affairs. We have 
nothing to do with that. That is called prajalpa , 
unnecessary talking. Talking means decreasing 
your duration of life. Why should you decrease 
your life unnecessarily? You have to utilize every 
moment, thinking, “Was it used for Krishna?” This 
is sadhana , practice. Unnecessary talking creates 
unnecessary enemies, “You are my subordinate; 
I am your master.” Who is master? Everyone is 
subordinate to Krishna. No one is master. Why do 
you talk unnecessarily? (Lecture on 3 January 1974.) 

Unnecessary talking all nonsense — politics, 
rascaldom, speculation, this and that. No. Be 
grave. Don’t talk nonsense and waste time. (Arrival 
address in New Zealand, 27 April 1976.) 

Your suggestion that the devotees visiting 
Vrindavan engage in preaching and chanting and 
not in gossiping is very good. We have sacrificed 
our life for Krishna’s service, so where is there 
scope for sleeping and gossiping? You can see in my 
example that not a single moment is wasted. (Letter 
to Gurudas, 5 February 1977.) 

Prostitute-like Topics 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

When out of aversion to the service of the Supreme 
Lord the living entities become conditioned, sense 
gratification then becomes their only goal of life. 
Conditioned souls are fully absorbed in gratifying their 
senses. The speech of conditioned souls is confined to 
material names, forms, qualities, and activities suitable 
to their sense gratification. Therefore, since the living 
entities have no opportunity to hear topics of Krishna’s 
names, forms, qualities, and pastimes, they become 
entangled in scrutinizing other subject matters. 
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Desiring eternal benefit for the living entities, Sri 
Gaurasundar blessed them with the words, “May 
the propensity for serving Krishna awaken in you.” 
He further prohibited them from engaging in the 
prajalpa of discussing names, forms, qualities, and 
activities not related to Krishna. In other words, he 
instructed them to always engage in congregational 
glorification of Hari. As soon as discussion of topics 
related to Hari diminishes, discussion of sense 
gratification becomes prominent. This results in 
inauspiciousness. (Purport to Caitanya-bhagavata, 
madhya 23.74.) 

Devotees consider all objects to be ingredients of 
the Lord’s service. If we see things with a service 
attitude rather than a spirit of enjoyment, then 
everything is worshipable. If there is a gap in our 
hearing, chanting, or remembering the Lord, then 
we will be swallowed by the idea that we are the 
enjoyer. If we become absorbed in gossip we will 
lose the opportunity to associate with sadhus and 
therefore lose the serving mentality. 

Hearing and chanting about Hari is both 
sadhana , the process of attaining the goal of life, 
and sadhya , the ultimate goal. By good fortune 
we have received a human body. By good fortune 
and the grace of guru and Krishna, we have been 
given an opportunity to serve the Supreme Lord. 
If we waste our time in idle talk then we are 
misusing that gift. It is our duty to always discuss 
hari-katha and to cultivate Krishna consciousness. 
By doing so we can become the Lord’s devotees, 
become free from the material concept of life, and 
attain perpetual happiness. (From Amrta Vanl , “A 
Devotee's Vision”, anecdote 18.) 

Hearing worldly topics is more harmful to us 
than eating palatable foods. Similarly, speaking 
prajalpa is more harmful to others than our 
dressing opulently. When we gossip or indulge 
in worldly topics, we become like prostitutes. 
Gossip contaminates and disturbs people’s hearts. 
The more taste one has for useless talks, the less 
natural taste one has for hari-katha. Srila Raghunath 
Das Goswami said, asad varta vesya visaja mati 
sarvasya harinlh — “Worldly topics are like 
prostitutes. They contaminate and disturb one’s 
mind.” Whenever a few people gather there is 
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bound to be idle talk. That is why devotees always 
glorify hari-katha. If we discuss krsna-katha , no 
one will have the opportunity to gossip. Those who 
are serious about worshiping Hari should neither 
hear nor speak worldly topics, nor should they pay 
attention to palatable foods or opulent dress. The 
desire to eat and dress opulently will certainly take us 
away from our worship of Hari. We cannot worship 
Hari as long as we desire to eat voraciously and 
dress attractively. Moreover, if we maintain a taste 
for hearing and speaking worldly topics, we will 
become distracted from the path of worshiping Hari. 
Such talks will misguide us and force us to forever 
relinquish our worship. Therefore persons who are 
interested in Lord Hari’s service must be careful 
about such things. Otherwise they will inevitably 
fall down. (From Amrta Vant , “Devotional Service”, 
anecdote 3.) 

Don’t gossip. Gossip benefits no one. Understand 
carefully what is good for you. And don’t blaspheme. 
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The mahajanas have said that blasphemers 
never achieve anything good. Let the 
materialists engage in whatever activities 
they choose — we need not bother about 
them. But think about yourself. We often say 
that while others are bad, we are worse. It 
is imperative that we keep our sinful minds 
engaged constantly in worshiping the Lord. 
To spend time attacking others, trying to 
dissuade them from this or that, is not the 
preacher’s course but the act of a cheater. We 
have become busy in various activities and 
have forgotten our original constitutional 
duty. Make a sincere endeavor to clean out 
the filth accumulated in your heart. Although 
this appears to be self-interest, it is essential 
and should be done immediately, because 
preaching without following has no value. 
Unless one constantly engages in hari- 
bhajana , it will be impossible for him to 
induce others to worship Hari. (From Amrta 
Vanl , “Preaching”, anecdote 9.) 0 
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“Favorable” Prajalpa 

Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur 

How can conversations, songs or poetries, 
be favorable to devotional service? 

If one can relate ordinary talks, songs and poetries 
with Krishna then one will achieve perfection in 
converting them as favorable to devotional service. 
iSajjana-tosani 4.9.) 

Is discussing about others at the time of 
giving instruction regarding devotional service 
to Hari unfavorable for devotional service? 

When a guru enlightens his disciple on some 
topic, then unless he occasionally talks about others 
his instruction may not be clear. When previous 
mahajanas talked about others in this way then there 
was merit in such talk, not fault. (Sajjana-tosani 10.10.) 
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Is prajalpa that is favorable to devotional 
service harmful? 

All the mahajanas have respected the prajalpa 
that enhances one’s devotional service to Hari. 
(, Sajjana-tosam 10.10.) 

When is discussing about others not faulty? 

Discussing about other’s faults with a good 
purpose has not been condemned in the scripture. 
There are three kinds of good purposes. If by 
talking about the sinful activities of a person one 
benefits that person then such a discussion is 
auspicious. If such a discussion benefits the world 
then it is counted amongst pious activities. And if 
such a discussion gives benefit to oneself then it is 
also auspicious and not a fault. (Sajjana-tosani 5.5.) 

— Sri Bhaktivinoda Vani Vaibhava, chapter 30. Compiled by and 
with questions from Sri Sundarananda Vidyavinode. Translated by 
Bhumipati Das, Published by Iswara Das and Touchstone Media. 2002. 

See Good in Others, 

Faults in Yourself 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Those who have come to the matha , to the guru’s 
asrama , should not develop bodily consciousness. 
Don’t talk about anything but Krishna. If you speak 
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things like, “Oh, this is nutritious food, if you eat it 
then your health will be nice,” that is prajalpa. Give 
up all prajalpa. Only speak krsna-katha. There 
should be no prajalpa in the matha. One should 
be very, very careful. 

Don’t be a fault-finder. Don’t see fault in others. 
“See good in others and see faults in yourself.” That 
is the saying. The proportion varies, but everyone 
has some good and some bad in them. You should 
see the good in others and not see the bad. Then you 
will make advancement on this path of devotional 
service. Otherwise you will not make advancement. 

It’s not your work to see other’s faults. That is 
Gurudeva’s duty. He has accepted that responsibility. 
If there is some fault in another, he will slap that 
person and correct him. That is Gurudeva’s duty 
to see fault, to see what is wrong with others. It 
is not your duty. Don’t become fault-finders. You 
should think, “He is engaged in doing nice service. 
I cannot do what he is doing. Just see how he is 
making advancement, how he has developed good 
qualities. I do not have such qualities.” See all good 
things in others; don’t see any wrong in them. Then 
you’ll make advancement. 

Take a vow: “I will never see anything bad in others. 
I will see all good in others and I’ll see bad in myself.” 
Practice this and see what good result comes. 0 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar, 30 December 1995. 

The Gossip of Vraja 

Srila Raghunath Das Goswami’s 
Sri Vraja-vildsa-stava, text 105 

anyatra ksana-matram acyuta-purepremamrtambho-nidhi 
sndto ’py acutya-sajjanair api samam naham vasami kvacit 
kintv atra vraja-vasinam api samam yenapi kenapy alam 
samldpair mama nirbharahprati muhurvdso ’stu nityam mama 

Even if I have the opportunity to bathe in the 
nectarean ocean of pure love for Krishna, and even 
if I have the pure devotees of the infallible Supreme 
Personality of Godhead as my associates, I will not 
consent to live even for a single moment in any 
sacred place other than Vrajabhumi. Even if the 
residents of Vraja appear ordinary, and even if they 
fill my ears with useless gossip. I pray that I remain 
amongst them, eternally residing here in Vraja. 0 

— Quoted in Bhakti-ratnakara 5.3767. English translation by 
Kusakratha Das. Published by Krishna Library. Alachua, Florida. 
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Always Enthusiastic 


His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Mahaprabhu’s Supreme Gift 


Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 



Always Enthusiastic 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

I am so pleased to hear from you that the book 
distribution has increased five times than before! 
Similarly, I have heard from Chicago and other 
places also that they are increasing five times than 
before. That is very encouraging to me. You are, I 
can understand, very enthusiastic to endeavor for big 
things on Krishna’s behalf, and all of the new students 
there at our Boston center are also feeling enthusiasm 
from your example. That is the business of a leader: 
He must always be enthusiastic and inspire others 
to be always enthusiastic. Then he is a real leader. 
And that enthusiastic mood is maintained when 
everyone is always without fail chanting 16 rounds 
daily, rising early for mahgala-aratrika , reading 
books, preaching — in this way, by observing 
strictly the regulative principles of devotional life, 
that enthusiasm or great eagerness to have Krishna 
will come out. So if you are very serious to remain 
tightly there in our Boston center and develop it fully, 
I am very pleased with you for this. Advancement in 
Krishna Consciousness means to stick tightly to the 
desire or orders of the spiritual master. Because my 
Guru Maharaja ordered it, and I am also ordering it: 
Go on preaching! Spread this Krishna Consciousness 
all over the world! If you are taking up responsibility 
to work cool-headedly in this way then you 
understand the point of giving our energy to Krishna 
without any personal consideration. Try to develop 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


the Boston temple to be the most first-class temple in 
your country. Why only in your country, in the entire 
world! Recruit some educated men from the colleges 
and schools in Boston and train them up for our 
preaching mission. In this way develop the quality of 
your men to be surrendered servants of Krishna. That 
will please Krishna, and you will also feel yourself 
becoming happier in perfecting your life. 0 


— Letter to Trai Das. 27 December 1972. 
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Mahaprabhu’s Supreme Gift 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami 

Krishna has many forms: 

avatara hy asahkhyeya hareh sattva-nidher dvijah 
athavidasinah kulyah sarasah syuh sahasrasah 

The incarnations of the Lord are innumerable, like 
rivulets flowing from inexhaustible sources of water. 
[Bhag. 1.3.26] 

In Brahma-samhita 5.46 it is said, 

dlparcir eva hi dasantaram abhyupetya 
dlpayate vivrta-hetu-samana-dharma 
yas tadrg eva hi ca visnutaya vibhati 
govindam adi-purusam tam aharh bhajdmi 

From one original lamp many other lamps may be 
lit, and they will all give the same light. There is no 
difference in their potencies. Similarly, there is no 
difference between avatara and avatarl Krishna 
is the one original lamp, mula-dlpa-eka , and his 
avataras are asahkhya , innumerable. Krishna is 
avatarl , the source of all incarnations. 

ramadi-murtisu kala-niyamena tisthan 
nanavataram akarod bhuvanesu kintu 
krsnah svayam samabhavatparamah pumanyo 
govindam adi-purusam tam aharh bhajdmi 

I worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Govinda, who is always situated in various 
incarnations such as Rama, Nrisimha, and also many 
sub-incarnations, but who is the original personality 
of Godhead known as Krishna, who also incarnates 
personally. [Brahma-samhita 5.39] 

Rama, Nrisimha and Vaman are kald, plenary portions 
of the portion of Krishna. They are giving equal light, but 
still one is the original lamp. There is no other difference. 
The devotees worship the form they are most attracted 
to. Rama-bhaktas are attracted to the form of Rama. 
Nrsimha-bhaktas like Prahlada are attracted to the form 
of Lord Nrisimha. Those who are Krsna-bhaktas are 
attracted to the all-beautiful form of Krishna. 

Hanuman is a devotee of Rama. He has developed 
unalloyed devotion to the form of Lord Rama. 
Goswami Tulasi Das was a great devotee of Lord 
Rama. Like Hanuman, he only wanted to see the 
beautiful form of Lord Rama. He didn’t want to see 
the form of Krishna. Once he went to a Krishna 
temple and prayed to the deity, “Please give up your 
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Lakshman, Rama, Sugriva, and Hanuman 

flute and hold a bow and arrow. Show me your form 
as Lord Rama. Then I will bow down to you.” The 
deity immediately changed and he saw the beautiful 
form of Lord Rama. Then he bowed down. 

Garuda Meets Hanuman 

In Dwarka, Krishna once sent for Garuda and 
told him, “Go and call Hanuman.” So Garuda went 
to Hanuman and told him, “Lord Krishna is calling 
you to Dwarka.” Hanuman was busy chanting 
rama-nama , “Rama, Rama, Rama, Rama.” He didn’t 
pay any attention to Garuda. Garuda repeated 
himself two or three times, “I have come from 
Dwarka. Lord Krishna has sent me. He is calling 
you. Please come.” Hanuman didn’t listen. Garuda 
kept repeating himself until finally Hanuman gave 
a great lash with his tail and Garuda was thrown 
into the air and fell down in Dwarka in front of 
Krishna. Hanuman wouldn’t listen to Garuda. 
Garuda was morose. But Krishna could understand 
what had happened. Lord Krishna said, “Why did 
you say that Krishna was calling him? Go again. 
This time tell him that Lord Rama is calling.” Again 
Garuda went there and told Hanuman, “Lord Rama 
is calling you. Please come.” “Oh, my master is 
calling? All right, I will go immediately.” Garuda 
said, “Please, sit on my shoulders. I will fly you 
there in a moment.” “No. You go ahead. I am 
going. I won’t sit on your shoulders.” Garuda went 
back. Before Garuda reached there, Hanuman 
had already arrived. Garuda saw that Krishna 
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From a Ramayana manuscript. Marwar, c. 1790 
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had assumed the form of Lord Rama, Balaram 
had assumed the form of Laksman, and Rukmini 
had assumed the form of Sitadevi. Hanuman was 
sitting there with folded hands. Krishna thought 
his dear devotee wants to see this form of mine, 
so he showed him the form of Lord Rama. 

The Supreme Form 

During his travels in South India, Mahaprabhu 
had some discussion with the tattva-vadis in Udupi. 
Although he didn’t agree with the tattva-vadis , 
Mahaprabhu accepted the Madhva sampradaya , 
which is known as the tattva-vadi sampradaya. 
Why did he accept it? 

sabe, eka guna dekhi tomara sampradaye 
satya-vigraha kari’ isvare karaha niscaye 

— [Cc. madhya 9.277] 

Mahaprabhu told them, “You are tattva-vadis. All of 
your philosophies are detrimental to pure devotion, 
suddha-bhakti , because they stress on karma. Still, 
I find one good quality in your sampradaya. You 
have accepted the all-beautiful form of Krishna.” In 
Udupi, the Madhva-sampradaya worships the deity 
of Gopal. In one hand Gopal has a rope and in the 
other hand is a manthara-danda , a churning stick. 
Mahaprabhu said, “My grand guru Madhavendra 
Puri has accepted this sampradaya , so I accept it.” 

Vipralambha-bhava bhajana , worship in 
separation, began from Madhavendra Puri. In the 
Madhva-sampradaya up to Lakshmipati, the guru 
of Madhavendra Puri, this mood was not there. 
It came with Madhavendra Puri. So Mahaprabhu 
accepted this sampradaya. 

The Conclusions of Mahaprabhu 

aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanayas tad-dhama vrndavanarh 
ramya kacid-upasana vrajavadhu-vargena yd kalpita 
mmad-bhdgavatam pramanam^mala,rh premapumartho mahan 
sri caitanya mahdprabhur-matam-idam tatradaro nah parah 

It is the conclusive opinion of Lord Chaitanya that the 
most worshipable form of the Lord is that of Sri Krishna, 
the son of Nanda Maharaja. Vrindavan-dhama is the 
topmost worshipable abode. The highest and most 
pleasing type of worship of Krishna is done by the Vraja 
gopis. Srimad-bhdgavatam is the spotless authority on 
everything. And krsna-prema is the fifth and highest 
goal of life. [Caitanya-matta-marijusd commentary on 
Srimad-Bhdgavatam by Srinath Chakravarti.] 



Sri Prema Purushottam Gaurahari in Jagannath Puri 


This is the opinion of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and 
is most important. Krishna, who is the son of Nanda 
Maharaja, vrajesa-tanaya, gokulesa-tanaya , is to 
be worshiped. Not vasudeva-tanaya. Why is that? 
Vasudeva is a four-handed form. He is a portion 
of Krishna. Krishna in Dwarka is complete, puma. 
Krishna in Mathura is more complete, purnatarak, and 
Krishna in Vrajabhumi is most complete, purnatamah. 
There is the positive degree, the comparative degree 
and the superlative degree — complete, more 
complete and most complete. Vrajesa-tanaya is the 
most complete form of Krishna. Mahaprabhu says 
that Krishna is to be worshiped, aradhyo bhagavan 
vrajesa-tanayah. That form is ten- or twelve-year-old 
kisora-krsna. Dwarkadish, Krishna in Dwarka, is a 
king. He has so many wives and so much opulence. 
But it is kisora-krsna , ten- to twelve-year-old Krishna in 
Vrajabhumi, that is the most beautiful form of Krishna. 
He is very simple, gopa-vesa, nata-vara — he is 
dressed as a cowherd boy and is the best of dancers. 
He is not a king. He wears a peacock feather, holds 
a flute, and plays with the cowherd boys. He is tri- 
bhahga-lalita , curved in three places. 
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Not Interested in Narayan 

How is he to be worshiped? Mahaprabhu says, 
ramya kacid-upasana vrajavadhu-vargena yd 
kalpita — He is to be worshiped with pure love 
in the mood of the damsels of Vrajabhumi. That is 
the best process of worship. That is Mahaprabhu’s 
teaching and Mahaprabhu’s opinion. The gopis 
only see that kisora form of Krishna, ten- to twelve- 
year-old Krishna, gopa-vesa, nata-vara, venu-kara 

— cowherd boy dress, playing a flute and dancing 

— a very beautiful form. They never want to see 
any other form. They met Krishna in Kurukshetra 
on the solar eclipse day. Krishna had come from 
Dwarka. He was dressed as an opulent king. The 
gopis dragged him to Gopapur, saying, “We don’t 
like this form and this opulent dress. Gopapur, 
Vrajabhumi is there. The jungle of Vrindavan is there. 
The Yamuna river is there. All the kurijas are there. 
The cows and calves are there. The cowherd boys 
are there. Please come.” Then they dragged Krishna’s 
cart. This is ratha-yatra. They said “We don’t want 
to see you in this form as a king.” 

For a joke, Krishna once manifested his four- 
handed form of Narayan in one of the kurijas. 
When the gopis who were searching for Krishna 
saw him, their love became shrunken. They thought, 

0 


Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu 
A free bi-monthly service provided by: 
Gopal Jiu Publications 
c/o Sri Krishna Balarama Mandir 
National Highway No. 5, IRC Village 
Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India, 751015 

Phone: (0674) 2553250, 2557026 
Email: katha@gopaljiu.org 
Website: www.gopaljiu.org 
Subscriptions: minimag@gopaljiu.org 

Gopal Jiu Publications is a branch of the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness, Founder-Acharya: His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 

Quotations from the books, letters, and lectures of His Divine Grace A. 
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada ©Bhaktivedanta Book Tmst 
International. All other materials, unless specified, © ISKCON 
Bhubaneswar/Gopal Jiu Publications. All rights reserved. Blanket 
permission is given to redistribute Bindu in electronic or print 
form provided no changes are made to the contents. 


“Oh, it’s Narayan. Let’s go. We don’t want to see 
him.” They only wanted to see kisora-krsna , the 
two-handed form that is curved in three places, 
with flute in hand, gopa-vesa , the cowherd boy, 
the extraordinarily beautiful Krishna. Srila Rupa 
Goswami has mentioned this in Lalita-madhava : 


goplnam pasupendra-nandana-juso bhavasya kas tam krtl 
vijnatum ksamate duruha-padain-sancarinah rakriyam 
aviskurvati vaisnavlm api tanurh tasmin bhujair jisnubhir 
yasam hanta caturbhir adbhuta-rucim ragodayah kuncati 

Once Sri Krishna playfully manifested himself as 
Narayan, with four victorious hands and a very 
beautiful form. When the gopis saw this exalted 
form, however, their ecstatic feelings were crippled. 

A learned scholar, therefore, cannot understand 
the gopis’ ecstatic feelings, which are firmly fixed 
upon the original form of Lord Krishna as the son 
of Nanda Maharaja. The wonderful feelings of 
the gopis in ecstatic parama-rasa with Krishna 
constitute the greatest mystery in spiritual life. [Srila 
Rupa Goswami’s Lalita-madhava 6.54, quoted in 
Cc. adi 17.281.] 


Rama and Mahaprabhu 

With Lord Rama there is prema , there is love, but 
the highest love as manifest by the gopis is not there. 
Hanuman had no such prema. It is quite absent 
between Lord Rama and his associates. Rama is 
maryada-purusottama — he very strictly followed 
Vedic etiquette. He refused to accept the munis of 
Dandakaranya. When they requested that he accept 
them as his wives, Lord Rama refused. “No. That 
cannot be. In this incarnation I have this vow, eka- 
patni-vrata. I cannot accept more than one wife. And 
if you all accept me you will be burned to ashes by 
the curse of Sitadevi. Wait for the next incarnation.” 

Mahaprabhu gave this highest understanding. 
Krishna as gopl-jana-vallabha, goplnatha, goplkanta. 
Mahaprabhu is giving the highest love — aradhyo 
bhagavan vrajesa-tanayas tad-dhama vrndavanam, 
ramya kacid-upasana vrajavadhu-vargena yd 
kalpita. He is giving gopl-prema , radha-prema. 
Mahaprabhu has assumed the sentiment of Radharani, 
gopl-bhava. Therefore he is giving that prema. 0 

— Darshan. Mayapur. February 1991- 
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Economic Prostitution 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Do not accept paper currency. It must be gold or 
some metal worth. Just like one dollar, it must be 
worth one dollar metal. Then the economic problems 
are solved. But the government wants to cheat, so 
how can these problems be solved? Because if I pay 
you one dollar, I must pay you value for one dollar. 
But the cheating process is going on, “I pay you one 
dollar, a piece of paper. That’s all.” So you accept this 
cheating, and I also cheat. Government allows. So 
how can the problem be solved? It is cheating. But 
the government allows it as law. And you accept, I 
accept. (Morning Walk, 31 December 1973) 

To stop inflation, the government must stop paper 
currency. Then there will be no more inflation. But 
they will not do that. They want to cheat people. 
“In God I trust. Take this paper and you be satisfied 
that you have got a thousand dollars.” That’s all! This 
cheating is going on. Why should you pay me paper? 
Give me a real dollar, in gold. That they haven’t 
got. They will employ laborers and cheat them by 
paying these papers, and this rascal will think, “I 
am getting more money.” Since the world has taken 
to this system of paper currency, the situation has 
degraded. (Morning Walk, 25 May 1974) 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


The basic principle is falsity because currency 
notes are issued in value beyond that of the actual 
reserved gold. This artificial inflation of currency 
by the authorities encourages prostitution of the 
state economy. The price of commodities becomes 
artificially inflated because of bad money, or 
artificial currency notes. Bad money drives away 
good money. Instead of paper currency, actual gold 
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coins should be used for exchange, and this will stop 
prostitution of gold. (Purport to Bhag. 1.17.39) 0 

Instructions on 
Confidential Worship 

Preface to Sri Bhajana Rahasya 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

This Sri Bhajana-rahasya is compiled by 
Srimad Bhaktivinode Thakur. In the form of this 
book he has given a hint of his own method of 
bhajana, worship, so that his sincere followers 
may have a guideline. A few years before, this 
akihcana carefully observed him reciting the 
slokas mentioned in this book, and at the same 
time he was relishing overwhelming ecstatic love 
of Godhead. 

In the kingdom of bhakti there is provision for 
arcana, deity worship, for those who have nistha 
at the level of kanistha. The difference which 
exists between arcana and bhajana is sometimes 
difficult to follow by many people. That is why 
they misunderstand the word arcana as bhajana. 
The performance of navadha-bhakti, the nine-fold 
processes, is the basis of bhajana. Arcana , being 
a part of navadha-bhakti , is therefore accepted as 
a part of bhajana. It can be concluded therefore 
that arcana, being a part of bhajana, cannot be 
equal to bhajana as a whole. 

While worshiping the Supreme Lord by arcana , 
one is bound by a feeling of reverence mixed 
with awe and submission. To serve the Supreme 
Personality with a mood of awe and submission 
along with various paraphernalia is known as 
arcana. On the other side, if one serves on the 
platform of fraternity, the intensity of the rays of 
service in awe and submission are subdued. No 
one can reject the cool refreshing moonlight of 
the sweetness of that pure love. An abbreviated 
arcana-paddhati (rules of arcana) is included as 
an appendix to this work. 

While revealing the secrets of bhajana it has been 
narrated in this book that in the process of arcana 
there more or less remains a connection with the 
gross and subtle bodies. In the realm of bhajana , 
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the embodied soul, freed from gross and subtle 
designations, is directly engaged in the service of the 
Supreme Personality. One who is sincerely engaged 
in bhajana and is completely freed from all material 
designations realizes through his spiritual senses 
something beyond the material sphere. The realization 
which he achieves leads him to the proximity of the 
advaya-jhana-tattva, the absolute truth without 
duality, where he serves on a platform beyond the 
material senses and time. 

The distinctive knowledge revealed by the guru 
to the completely faithful persons is known as 
rahasya. In the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu , while 
describing the [sixty-four] different parts of sadhana- 
bhakti , it is said that after receiving instructions on 
Krishna consciousness from a bona fide guru, the 
third step is to perform worship with feelings of 
fraternity following in the footsteps of the sadhus 
[sadhu vartmdnuvartanam\. This is known as the 
performance of bhajana-rahasya. Those who are 
devoted to the worship of the Supreme Lord by 
this method of bhajana are freed from all material 
bondage. They are completely freed from the 
association of worldly-minded persons who are 
bound by various material desires unfavorable 
to Krishna consciousness. Then, the propensity 
to serve the Supreme Personality every moment 
throughout the twenty-four hours ( asta-kala, eight 
segments of the day) manifests. Those pure devotees 
who are anxious to engage in service consider the 
association of non-devotees — both sense enjoyers 
and renunciates — a great obstacle in obtaining their 
desired ultimate goal. Those possessed of desires 
other than Krishna — karmis and jhanis — have 
no taste for bhajana rahasya. Therefore they have 
no qualification to enter into the realm of asta- 
kala-bhajana, which manifests on the platform of 
transcendental knowledge. This book is never very 
much appreciated by such persons. 

When the twenty-four hour day is divided into 
eight parts, each part (three hours) is known as a 
yama. Day and night each consist of three yamas , 
together with dawn and dusk — each one yama — 
total eight yamas. Only for a pure vaisnava is it 
possible to perform krsna-bhajana at all times 
and circumstances with intense determination. 
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Such continuous bhajana is not possible for one 
possessed of a sense of material egotism. For the 
living entity that ascribes material concepts on 
objects related to Hari, it is not possible to become 
freed from material bondage and achieve liberation. 
Vaisnavas devoted to bhajana who have achieved 
their eternal spiritual form ( svarupa ) are always 
engaged in serving Krishna. 

The eight verses composed by Sri Gaurasundara 
in the Siksastika are according to asta-yama. The 
eleven verses compiled by Sri Rupa Goswami 
C Smarana-mahgala-stotram ) — and following 
them the songs of other mahajanas based on 
intense desire for asta-kala-bhajana — prescribe 
continuous bhajana. For the sincere servant of the 
spiritual master it is appropriate to always discuss 
this bhajana rahasya, being completely freed of 
the concepts of time, place and recipient. 

Sri-hari-jana-kihkara (servant of the devotees of 
Lord Hari), Das Sri Siddhanta Saraswati 

Kanpur, 13 November 1927 

— Translated by Sri Bhumipati Das. Edited and published by 
Sri Pundarika Vidyanidhi Das. Available from Vrajraj Press, c/o 
ISKCON Vrindavan. 

Two Bodies 

Srila Viswanath Chakravarti Thakur 

sangatah kascid yogamayakrtanukulyan nirodham 
uktva abhisrtya tasyam eva ratrau rasa-viharinam 
tarn praptah kascid anyasyam api. 

The word ‘ sangatah ’ [in Bhag. 10.29.11] 
speaks about certain gopis who by the 
arrangement of yogamaya were able to meet 
the Lord despite prohibitions by seniors such 
as in-laws and husbands. 

nanu, purusantaro prabhukta-dehabhis tabhih 
saha bhagavad-vilaso na yujyata iti. tatraha—jahur 
iti. deham iti jaty-apeksaya ekatvam. tasya dehasya 
yogamayayaivalaksitam antardhapanam ity eke, anye 
tv evam ahuh—atra heyo deho gunamaya eva bhavaty 
atogunamayam iti visesanasyadhikyat tasam deha venu- 
vadanat purvarh dvidhabhuta gunamayas cinmayas 
casann iti budhyate tatra ye gunamayah svapaty- 
upabhukta dehas tan eva jahuh. 

An objection may be raised here. Does it befit 
the Lord to enjoy those bodies of the gopis 
which have already been enjoyed by their so- 
called husbands? 



Krishna calls the gopis with his flute 


This objection is answered by the word jahuk in 
the same verse. The gopis are many in number, yet 
the word ‘deharii in the verse is singular according 
to rules of Sanskrit, and not plural. This indicates that 
the speaker has classified all the bodies of the gopis 
in a separate spiritual category. Certain authorities 
on this subject matter have said that the bodies of 
the gopis disappeared from their homes to appear 
in the rasa dance. Other authorities say that the 
bodies of the gopis which stayed back at home were 
material bodies. By taking both such authorities into 
consideration, it is to be concluded that on hearing 
the beautiful sound vibrations of Krishna’s flute, 
the bodies of the gopis divided into two — material 
and spiritual — after which the material body that 
was enjoyed by their husbands stayed back and the 
spiritual body escaped to the rasa dance. 

ay am atra vivekogurupadista-bhaktyarambha-dasata 
eva bhaktanam sravana-kirtana-smarana-dandavat- 
pranati-paricaryadi-mayyam suddha-bhaktau srotradisu 
pravistayam satyam—nirguno mad-apasrayah iti 
bhagavad-ukter bhaktah sva-srotradibhir bhagavad- 
gunadikam visayikurvan nirguno bhavati. vyavaharika- 
sabdadikam api visayikurvan gunamayo pi bhavatiti 
bhakta-dehasyamsena nirgunatvam guna-mayatvam 
ca syat. tatas ca—bhaktih paresanubhavo viraktih 
iti tustih pustih ksud-apayo ’nu-ghasam iti nyayena 


From the collection of the Maharaja of Bikaner. C. late 18th century. 











tfrjittTwo d^KKclrtcl'Fijfoj'Sijc, 'Page — 4 

bhakti-vrddhi-taratamyena nirguna-dehamsandm 
adhikya-taratamyarh syat. 

The following parallel should be analyzed in 
this regard: When devotees begin their devotional 
service under the guidance of a bona-fide spiritual 
master, they engage in activities such as hearing, 
chanting, singing, remembering the Lord, paying 
obeisances, worshiping the deity in various ways, 
listening to a pure devotee, etc. In this way, they 
become transcendental. The Lord himself proclaims 
this in Bhag. 11.25.26 by the words nirguno mad- 
apasrayah — “The devotees transcend the modes 
of material nature in these ways”. However, the 
same devotees may sometimes be found engaging 
in mundane sounds, activities and tastes. Therefore, 
just like the gopts, the devotee’s body can also 
have two aspects — that which is material Qguna - 
maya) and that which is spiritual ( nirguna ). 
The verse Bhag. 11.2.42, beginning with bhaktih 
paresanubhavo viraktih , says that with every morsel 
of food, satisfaction and nourishment increase while 
hunger decreases. Similarly, as devotional service 
increases in a devotee, the nirguna body becomes 
prominent and the guna-maya fades away. 0 

— From the Sarartha Darsint Tika commentary on Srtmad 
Bhagavatam 10.29.10-11. Translated by Hari Parshad Das from 
the Sanskrit available at http://www.granthamandira.com 
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Sri Gauranga in Puri 

Sri Govinda Acharya 

nace sacinandana, dekhena sri sanatana 

gana kare svarupa damodara 
gdya rdya rdmdnanda, mukunda mddhavdnanda 
vasughosa govinda sankara 

Just See! Lord Sachinandan dances beautifully 
as Sri Sanatan Goswami watches him. Sri Svarup 
Damodar sings, along with Ramananda, Mukunda, 
Madhavananda, Basu Ghosh, Govinda and Shankar. 

prabhura daksina pase, nace narahari dase 
vame nace priya gadadhara 
nacite naciteprabhu, aula-iya pade kabhu 
bhavavese dhare tanhara kara 

Narahari Das dances to the right of Lord Gauranga, 
and dearmost Gadadhar dances to the left. While 
dancing, sometimes the Lord swoons and collapses 
on the ground. In ecstasy, the Lord holds their hands. 

nityananda mukha heri, bale pahun hari hari 
krsna-krsna dake ucca svare 
sonari sri-vrndavana, prana kare ucatana 
parasa karaye ray era kare 

Gazing at the beautiful face of Lord Nityananda, 
the Lord says “Hari! Hari!” He calls out loudly, 
“Krishna! Krishna!” Touching the hands of Ray 
Ramananda, the Lord says that the beautiful sight 
of Sri Vrindavan agitates his life-force. 

srivasa haridasa, nace gdya premollasa 

prabhura sattvika bhavavesa 
iha rasa premadhana, paola jaga jana 
govinda magaye eka lesa 

Seeing ecstatic transformations in the Lord, Srivas 
and Haridas dance and sing in the joy of divine 
love. Govinda asks only for a small fraction of this 
wealth of prema-rasa , which is now available to 
each and every individual of the world. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaisnava Padavali, 
fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna 
Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 
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The Strength of Balaram 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The first expansion of the unlimited forms of 
Krishna is Balaram, Baladeva. In the Upanishads 
it is stated, nayam atma bala-hinena labhyah — 
“Atma , the supreme soul, cannot be understood 
without being favored by Balaram.” This statement 
is sometimes misunderstood to be referring to 
bodily strength — “Atma, the supreme soul, cannot 
be understood without physical strength.” But that 
is not the fact. Bala-hinena means that one who is 
not favored by Balaram or Nityananda cannot make 
any progress to understand the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. That is the real meaning. Balaram is 
guru-tattva , and Balaram is present in this age as 
Nityananda. So bala-hinena labhyah does not mean 
“without any physical strength”. It means that one 
has to get the favor of Nityananda Prabhu. 0 

— Lecture in Bombay, 2 January 1975. 

The Demons Kille d by Balaram 

From Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 9 s 
Sri Caitanya Siksamrta, Chapter 7 

A secret of vraja-bhajan is that all the obstacles 
represented by the demons that Balaram killed can 
be removed by the efforts of the devotee himself. 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Dhenukasura represents the bad mentality that carries 
heavy loads. Pralamba represents lust for women, 
greed, and desire for worship and position. The 
devotee must remove these obstacles by his own 
efforts with the mercy of Krishna. Dhenukasura 
means ignorance of one’s own spiritual identity 
(svarupa), the identity of the holy name, and the 
identity of Krishna. With great endeavor the devotee 
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himself removes these obstacles. Pralamba represents 
lust for man or woman, greed for material objects, 
endeavor for material enjoyment, pride, and desire 
for worship and position. Understanding these to 
be very detrimental to progress, the devotee should 
make great effort to remove them. If his humility 
is true, certainly Krishna will be merciful. Then 
Baladeva will make his appearance and all the 
obstacles will be destroyed in a second. Then, step 
by step, progress in cultivation of bhakti will take 
place. As this process is by nature very esoteric, the 
devotee, being spotless in character, should learn it 
from a qualified guru. 0 

—Adapted from the English translation by Bhanu Swami. Vrindavan 
Institute for Higher Education. 

Balaram’s Plow and 
Krishna’s Flute 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Gour Govinda Swami: Rules and regulations 
are needed at the beginning, that’s sadhana-bhakti. 
Therefore we have two paths: sadhana-bhakti and 
raganuga-bhakti. Therefore, Balaram’s plow and 
Krishna’s flute. Balaram has a plow in his hands 
and Krishna has a flute in his hands. Why? Balaram 
will cultivate. Sadhana-bhakti is cultivation. The 
cultivated field is the heart. After being properly 
cultivated by sadhana-bhakti, then comes karsana, 
you’ll come to raga-bhakti. Then Krishna’s flute will 
attract you, akarsana. Karsana and akarsana are 
the activities of Krishna-Balaram. 

Devotee 1: Doesn’t sadhana-bhakti mean that 
very little love is there? 

Gour Govinda Swami: Love will generate! Love 
will be produced if properly cultivated. If guru 
sows the seed of the bhakti creeper but your land is 
barren, then it will never sprout. Gopinath Acharya 
said to his brother-in-law Sarvabhauma, usara- 
bhumite yena btjera ropana — “I am just sowing 
seed in a barren land. How it will sprout, germinate?” 
tahra krpa yabe habe — If Mahaprabhu showers 
mercy, then it will happen. (6c. madhya 6.105-106] 

After the field of the heart has been cultivated and all 
anarthasaxc gone, then you’ll be attracted to Krishna. 
Then you will hear Krishna’s flute and be attracted. 
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Then you’ll run in the dead of night like the gopts. 
Bilvamangala was so mad that he was running to the 
prostitute Chintamani in the dead of night in spite 
of torrential rain and all the land being inundated. 
Then Chintamani gave him a great blow, saying, 
“What is this? Why are you so attracted to my body? 
All nasty things are inside this body — urine, stool, 
blood, bile, mucus, hair, bones, and marrow — all 
nasty things. Is there anything nice in my body? Why 
are you are not attracted to the all-beautiful Krishna? 
Why are you are not running to him, and instead are 
running to me?” Then Bilvamangal turned his face 
towards Krishna. The plow had gone very deep and 
rooted out the weeds. That is the action of Balaram’s 
plow. That is the slap of guru. Guru karna-dhara 
— guru catches your ear and slaps you, “Hey, rascal! 



What are you doing?” Guru gives you a kick to help 
you understand. With one kick, everything will be 
finished. One kick is enough. 


My Guru Maharaja used to say that the blacksmith 
has a big hammer. With one stroke of that hammer, 
everything is finished. Nityananda’s kick is 
Balaram’s plow. It goes to the deepest regions of 
the heart. That kicking is his mercy. 

Devotee 1: Should we pray for that kicking? 
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From the book Voyage aux Indes orientates et a la Chine by Pierre Sonnerat - 1782 
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Wall mural of Balaram from South India 

Krishna and Balaram so much that even when he was 
alone he would play with them. At bed time he would 
clasp the deities tightly to his chest and sleep. Although 
they thought he was only playing, his parents were 
unable to separate their son from his deities. Everyone 
was happy to see Jiva’s love for Krishna and Balaram. 

Chaitanya and Nitai were so bound by his love for 
them that they appeared to him in a dream. First, 
Krishna and Balaram appeared in a dream, and Sri 
Jiva was enchanted to see Krishna in dark blue color 
and Balaram in white color. They looked like cupids 
and enchanted the universe with their beautiful 
forms. Suddenly, Krishna and Balaram were 
replaced by Gaura and Nitai and the universe was 
perfumed by the scent of their bodies. Overjoyed 
with this vision, Sri Jiva wept and fell at the feet of 
his two masters. Gaura-Nityananda Ray, the twin 
oceans of mercy, put their feet on the head of Sri 
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Gour Govinda Swami: Yes! Pray for that kicking 
from Nityananda Ram, Balaram. You should beg 
for his mercy, welcome it. Don’t be afraid of it. 0 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar, 1 March 1992. 

Jiva Goswami’s Worship of 
Krishna Balaram 

Adapted from Srila Narahari 
Chakravarti Thakur’s 

Sri Bhakti-ratnakara 1.719-738 

When Sri Jiva was only a boy, he avoided playing 
with friends or doing any other activities that had no 
connection with Krishna. He would make deities of 
Krishna and Balaram, worship them with flowers 
and sandal paste, and dress them with fine clothes 
and ornaments. When he would bow on the ground 
before them, he would weep. He offered them various 
kinds of sweets and then enjoyed eating the prasadam 
of the deities with his friends. He loved the deities of 


Pata-citra style painting of Krishna-Balaram from Orissa 
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Jiva and embraced him affectionately. Whatever 
they spoke fell like nectar on the ears of Sri Jiva. In 
ecstatic love, Sri Gaurasundara offered Jiva to the 
gracious feet of Sri Nityananda. But Nityananda 
repeatedly instructed Sri Jiva, “Let my Gaura Prabhu 
be your life and soul.” When he again bowed down 
to the feet of Gaura Nitai, they suddenly disappeared 
and Sri Jiva fell into an abyss of disappointment. 0 

— Adapted from an English translation by Kusakratha Das. The 
Krishna Institute. Culver City, California. 

Balaram Tattva 

Srila Rupa Goswami Prabhupada’s 
Sri Laghu-bhagavatamrta 1.3.85-88 

Krishna and Balaram are described in Srimad- 
Bhagavatam 1.3.23: 

ekonavimse vimsatime vrsnisu prapya janmani 
rama-krsnav iti bhuvo bhagavan aharad bharam 

In the nineteenth and twentieth incarnations, the 
Lord advented as Balaram and Krishna in the Yadu 
dynasty, and by so doing removed the burden of 
the world. (85) 

esa matr-dvaye vyakto janakad vasudevatah 
yo navya-ghana-sarabho ghana-syamambarah sada 
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Begotten by his father Vasudeva, Lord Balaram 
appeared in the wombs of two mothers. His 
complexion was white as camphor. He always 
dressed in garments dark as a raincloud. (86) 

sankarsano dvitlyo yo vyuho ramah sa eva hi 

prthvi-dharena sesena sambhuya vyaktim lyivan 

Combining with Lord Sesha, who holds the earth, 
Lord Balaram, whose second expansion is Lord 
Sankarshan, appeared. (87) 

seso dvidha mahi-dhan sayya-rupas ca sarhginah 

tatra sahkarsanavesad bhu-bhrt sankarsano matah 

sayya-rupas tathd tasya sakhya-ddsydbhimdnavan 

Sesha appears in two features, as the maintainer of 
the universe and as the couch of Lord Vishnu. As the 
maintainer of the universe he is an avesa-avatara 
of Lord Sankarshan, and as Lord Vishnu’s couch he 
thinks himself the Lord’s servant and friend. (88) 0 

— Adapted from the English translation by Kusakratha Das. The 
Krsna Library. Los Angeles. 1990. 

Lord Gauranga Cries for Vraja 

The Gaudiya Poet Vamsi Das 

bhavavese goracanda vibhora ha-iya 
ksane dake bhaiya sridama baliya 

Lord Gaurachandra is overcome with ecstatic spiritual 
love. One moment he calls out, “My brother Sridama!” 

ksane dake subalere ksane vasudama 
ksane dake bhai mora dada balarama 

The next moment he calls out, “Subal!” The next 
moment he calls out, “Vasudam!” The next moment 
he calls out, “My elder brother Balaram!” 

dhabali sahali karaye phukara 
purala pulake ahga baheprema-dhara 

He calls out [for his cows], “Dhabali! Sanali!” The 
hairs on his body stand erect. Streams of tears of 
ecstatic love flow down his body. 

kalindi yamuna bali prema-jale bhase 
puraba padila mane kahe vamsl-dase 

He calls out, “Kalindi! Yamuna!” Vamsi Das 
describes that while thinking of his previous 
pastimes as Lord Krishna, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
floated in the ocean of ecstatic love. 0 

— From TheAcarya’s Songs and Poems Glorifying Lord Gauranga 
and Lord Govinda. Translated by Kusakratha dasa. No date. 








Sri SKriskutL TKcLtkcimritcL 

2 >inwt 


Fortnightly email mini-magazine from Gopal Jiu Publications 


Issue No. 258 Sri Annada Ekadasi 25 August 2011 Circulation 4,350 



• One Becomes Two Becomes One 

His Divine Grace A. C . Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

•The Topmost Guru 

Sri Srimad Gour Go vino a Swami Maharaja 

• She Whom Even the Vedas Cannot Approach 

Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati 

• Radharani’s Forest 

Brahma-vaivarta Purana 

•The Birth of Sri Radha 

Dina Bandhu Das 



The lotus hands of Radharani 


One Becomes Two Becomes One 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

We must study these relationships, mellows, from 
a neutral point of view. If you examine neutrally, the 
position of being the lover of Krishna is better than 
the position of a person who is in relationship with 
Krishna as a servant. Anyone — whether a servant, a 
father, or a lover of Krishna — they all consider their 
own relationship to be the best. But from a neutral 
position, the relationship with Krishna as the lover and 
the beloved is the best. It is the supreme relationship. 
Therefore the worship of Krishna performed by the 
gopis is considered the supreme form of worship. 

Lord Chaitanya also displayed this mood. His 
propaganda, his understanding of Krishna, was just 
like the lover and the beloved. As Lord Chaitanya, he 
was playing the part of Radharani. Krishna wanted to 
understand himself. Krishna wanted to understand 
what is there in Radharani. Lord Chaitanya is not 
different from Krishna. The feature in which Krishna 
is trying to understand Radharani — that is Lord 
Chaitanya. So Radharani’s position is greater than 
Krishna’s. The relationship of lover and the beloved, 
as it was between Krishna and the gopis, is the highest 
type of relationship. There is no doubt about it. 

Lord Chaitanya is playing the part of Radharani. He is 
worshiping Krishna as Radharani worshiped Krishna. 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

There is a verse composed by Lord Chaitanya 
where he says, 

aslisya vd pada ratam pinastu mam 
adarsanan marma-hatdrh karotu vd 
yatha tatha vd vidadhatu lampato 
mat-prana-nathas tu sa eva naparah 

“My Lord Krishna, you may trample me down by 
your feet, or you may embrace me as your lover, or you 
may make me brokenhearted without your presence. 
Whatever you like you can do. But still I am your eternal 
servitor. ” This was Radharani’s attitude. So Lord Chaitanya 
is the feature of Krishna understanding Radharani. 
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Krishna is undoubtedly great, but because he cannot 
repay the loving transactions of Radha, he thinks that 
Radharani is greater than himself. 

He wanted to study what is there in Radharani. He 
thought, “I cannot study Radharani in my original 
feature as Krishna. If I take on the feature of Radharani, 
then I can understand her glories.” These are the 
highest transcendental sentiments. Lord Chaitanya 
is Radharani’s feature, caitanyakhyam prakatam 
adhuna tad-dvayam caityam aptam — When 
Krishna wants to enjoy, he expands his pleasure 
potency, which is Radharani. Krishna becomes two 

— Krishna, and his pleasure potency Radharani. And 
when those two personalities again become one, that 
is Chaitanya. These things you will understand as you 
develop the higher stages of Krishna consciousness. 
But we can discuss them for now. 0 

— From a lecture in San Francisco on 10 September 1968. 

The Topmost Guru 



Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

The guru is one who teaches and practices bhakti 
in his life. The guru is the asraya-alambana , abode, 
of prema. Each guru has his guru, who in turn has 
his guru, who again has his guru, who has his guru, 
and it goes up. Who is the last or topmost guru? 

Radharani is the topmost gum. She is in possession 
of the prema-bandhana, , the great storehouse of love. 
Therefore she is known as hladini-sakti , the personified 
pleasure potency. The prema-bhakti prabhava , the 
flow of prema-bhakti, emanates from that storehouse. 

Sowhen Krishna becomesa bhakta and thus becomes 
a student of prema-bhakti, his gum is Radharani. Kaviraja 
Goswami has described the words of Krishna: 

radhikara prema — guru, ami—sisya nata 
sada ama nana nrtye nacaya udbhata 

2 


Now, Krishna is going to teach prema-bhakti. 
But how can he teach without a guru? His guru is 
Radharani, radhikara-prema guru, ami sisya nata 

— “Radharani is my gum in prema-bhakti and I 
am her sisya , disciple. According to her tune she is 
making me dance.” (6c. adi 4.124) Radharani is the 
embodiment, the culmination of hladim-sakti , and 
her bhava is mahabhava, the last limit of prema- 
bhakti As the source of the Ganga is the Mandakini 
River, similarly the prema-bhakti mandakini , the 
source of prema-bhakti, is Radharani. 

Krishna decided, “I have to assume the mood of 
Radharani. The storehouse of prema is with her. 
Unless I have the storehouse, how can I give?” 

In his Dvitiya Caitanyastaka (text 3), Rupa 
Goswami has written, kutuki rasa-stomam hrtva 

— Krishna is very expert in stealing. So he entered 
into the heart of Radharani and stole her love. In 
this way he became Gaura. 0 

— From a lecture on 13 December 1991 in Bhubaneswar. 


She Whom Even the 
Vedas Cannot Approach 



From Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati’s 
Sri Rddhd-rasa-sudhd-nidhi 

dharmady-artha-catustayarh vijayatarh kith tad vrthd-vdrtaya 
saikantesvara-bhakti-yoga-padavi tv aropita murdhani 
yd vmddvana-simni kacana ghanascarya kison-manis 
tat-kainkarya-rasdmrtad iha param citte na me rocate 
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Detail from an illustration of Gita Govinda. Mewari, c. 1720 












Sri SdrisPm'hitLiutritti d3indu 

The four goals of life beginning with material piety 
may be glorious to some people, but I think they are 
useless. Why should I waste my time talking about 
them? Other people may place on their heads the 
path of devotional service to the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. I am still not interested. The only thing 
that pleases my heart is the nectar that is service to a 
wonderful jewel-like girl who stays deep in Vrindavan 
forest. Nothing else pleases my heart. (Text 78) 

karmani sruti-bodhitani nitaram kuruantu kurvantu md 
gudhascarya-rasah srag-adi-visayan grhnantu muneantu vd 
kair vd bhava-rahasya-paraga-matih sn-radhika-preyasah 
kincij-jnair anuyujyatdm bahiraho bhramyadbhir anyair api 

The devotees may perform Vedic rituals or 
not perform them. The devotees who taste the 
wonderful secret nectar of devotional service may 
accept flower garlands and other things pleasing to 
the senses, or they may reject them. What foolish 
non-devotees, who wander aimlessly in this world, 
have the right to question the actions of Sri Radha’s 
dear devotees, whose hearts have travelled to the 
farther shore of pure love? (Text 83) 

dure sprsty-adi-varta na kalayati manah-naradadin 
sva-bhaktan 

sndamadyaih suhrdbhir na milati ca haret sneha- 
vrddhirh sva-pitroh 

kintu premaika-simarh madhura-rasa-sudha-sindhu- 
sarair agadharh 

sn-radham evajanan madhupatir anisam kuhja- 
vithim upaste 

Staying far away from talk of creating, maintaining, 
or destroying material worlds, not listening to 
Narada and the devotees, not meeting with Sridama 
and other friends, ignoring his parents’ love, but 
instead thinking day and night only of Sri Radha, 
who is the pinnacle of love and the fathomless 
ocean of sweet nectar, Krishna worships the path 
that leads to the forest. (Text 236) 

kvasau radha nigama-padavi-duraga kutra casau 
krsnas tasyah kuca-mukulayor antaraikanta-vasah 
kvdham tucchah paramam adhamah prany aho garha-karma 
yat tan nama sphurati mahima hy esa vrndavanasya 

Who is Radha? She is the goddess whom even the 
Vedas cannot approach. Who is Krishna? He is the 
beloved whose home is at the lotus flower of Radha’s 
breast. Who am I? I am an insignificant living being 
entangled in household duties. It is only because 
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Vrindavan is such a glorious abode that the holy name 
was ever given to a person like me. (Text 261) 0 

— Adapted from an English translation by Kusakratha Das. The 
Krsna Library. Los Angeles. 


Radha rain i’s Forest 



Brahma-vaivarta Parana 
Canto four, chapter seventeen, texts 217-220 

tasya ndmdntaram vrnda tad idam ca tapo-vanam 
tena vrndavanam nama pravadanti manlsinah 

Another name of Tulasi is Vrinda. For this reason, 
the wise say that Vrindavan is named after Tulasi 
because she performed austerities there. 

athava te pravaksyamipararh hetv-antararh srnu 
yena vrndavanam nama punya-ksetrasya bharate 

Please listen and I will tell you still another reason 
this holy place on the earth is named Vrindavan. 

radhd-sodasa-ndmndm ca vrndd-ndma srutau srutam 
tasyah kncld-vanam ramyam tena imdavanam smrtam 

Of the sixteen names of Radha given in the Vedas, 
Vrinda is one. Because Radha enjoyed pastimes in 
the beautiful Vrindavan forest, it is named after her. 

goloke pritaye tasyah krsnena nirmitam pura 
kndartharh bhuvi tan namna vanarh vrndavanam smrtam 

To please Radha, Lord Krishna manifested 
Vrindavan forest in the spiritual world of Goloka. 
When Vrindavan was brought to earth for Radha’s 
pastimes, it was named after her. 0 

— Unpublished translation by Kusakratha Das. 

The Birth of Sri Radha 

Dina Bandhu Das 

asvinera suklastaml dinardhera kale 
anuradha naksatra haila sei bele 
subha dina dasa disa bhela suprakasa 
sabakara antare ananda abhilasa 

At noon on the eighth day of the bright fortnight 
of the Ashwin month, the constellation known as 
Anuradha appeared in the sky. On this auspicious 
day, all ten directions appeared illuminated, and 
everyone’s heart was filled with joy. 
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Radha and Krishna's swing pastimes in Vraja 


hena kale klrtida parama-kutuhali 
prasavila kanya nama radhika sundari 
anandita haiya dakiya nrpavare 
duijana nana dhana vitarana kare 
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At this time, the supremely jovial queen Kirtida 
gave birth to a beautiful girl named Radhika. In great 
joy, she called out to King Vrishabhanu. Both of 
them gladly arranged for various types of donations. 

dvijagana ganaka aniya sata-sata 
dhana dana dila yahra yei abhimata 
nagara bajare baje asesa bajana 
suni dinabandhu dasa pasare apana 

The brahmins brought with them hundreds and 
hundreds of astrologers. King Vrishabhanu donated 
wealth to all of them to their full satisfaction. In the 
town and in the markets, unlimited instruments played 
music. Dina Bandhu Das can hear all of it in his heart. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaisnava Padavali, 
fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna 
Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 



The lotus feet of Radharani 


Brush drawing on paper. Nathdwara, c. 1880 
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The Glories of Srila Jiva Goswami 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Jiva Goswami has composed six sandarbhas, 
theses — bhagavata-sandarbha , krsna-sandarbha , 
tattva-sandarbha , priti-sandarbha, etc. I don’t 
think they are published in English. These 
sandarbhas are so philosophically discussed that 
throughout the whole world there is not a single 
philosopher who can defy Jiva Goswami’s six 
sandarbhas. (Lecture in London, 6 August 1971.) 

Sri Jiva Goswami is the nephew of Sri Rupa 
Goswami. In the learned circles in Bengal, they say that 
such a big scholar and philosopher has not appeared 
in the past, and nobody expects a similar philosopher 
and learned scholar in the future. He was such a big 
personality, Jiva Goswami. Big, big mayavadts , they 
were afraid of Jiva Goswami’s logic and argument to 
establish the vaisnava philosophy. (Lecture on Srimad 
Bhagavatam in Detroit, 13 June 1976.) 

Jiva Goswami was the greatest scholar till 
now. Nobody can compete with Jiva Goswami’s 
scholarship in Sanskrit and philosophy. That is 
the verdict of all learned scholars. The world’s 
best philosopher and Sanskrit scholar was Srila 
Jiva Goswami. He happened to be the nephew of 
Rupa Goswami. When Jiva Goswami’s father and 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


uncles left home, he was only a ten-year-old boy. 
He thought, “If my father and uncles have left, why 
shall I not leave home?” So at the age of ten years he 
left home and went to Benares, the seat of Sanskrit 
scholars. He learned there Sanskrit very nicely, 
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became a great scholar, and then joined his uncles in 
Vrindavan. (Lecture in San Francisco, 28 June 1971.) 

Srila Jiva Goswami became a disciple of his uncle 
by proper initiation and remained with him. He was 
assisting his uncle, and after hearing from him he 
composed very scholarly compositions known as 
sat-sandarbha. These six sandarbhasdse recognized 
as the most scholarly work in the world. There is no 
comparison of his philosophical approach with respect 
to the vaisnava school. The impersonal brahman 
is discussed there, then Krishna, bhagavatam , and 
love of Krishna are discussed successively. In this 
way, all subject matters related to vaisnavism are very 
elaborately discussed in the sat-sandarbha. That is the 
greatest gift of Srila Jiva Goswami. (Room Conversation 
in Vrindavan, 11 March 1972.) 

Instead of teaching ordinary grammar studies, Lord 
Chaitanya explained every sentence in such a way that 
every Sanskrit word and every letter was understood 
to indicate Krishna, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. This form of grammar was later on 
developed by Srila Jiva Goswami into a book called 
Hari-ndmdmrta-vyakarana , “The Grammar of the 
Nectar and Name of Sri Hari.” (From a purport to the 
song Nama-sahkirtanaby Narottam Das Thakur.) 0 

The Vaishnavas Dance in Ecstacy 
Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura 

Who is the acarya or the authority on the 
science of the absolute truth in the Gaudtya 
Vaisnava Sampraddya ? 

Sri Jiva Goswamipad is our acarya or authority 
on the science of the absolute truth. He was always 
situated under the care and guidance of Sri Rupa 
and Sri Sanatan. Just by hearing the name Sri Jiva 
Goswami, the hearts of the vaisnavas begin to dance 
in ecstasy. Sri Jiva Goswami studied all the devotional 
literatures from Sri Rupa. Within a short time, Sri 
Jiva Goswami was accepted as the only acarya, 
authority, on literature regarding the absolute truth 
in the Gaudiya-sampradaya. Sri Jiva Goswami did 
not leave Sri Vrindavan dhama. During his stay in 
Vrindavan, Sri Jiva Goswami composed twenty-five 
books. In the Vedanta philosophy there was no one 
equal to Sri Jiva at that time. It is said that once Sri 
Vallabhacharya, who belongs to the Visnusvamt- 
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sampraddya, showed his book, Tattvadipa , to Sri 
Jiva. Sri Jiva pointed out many impersonal thoughts 
in his book. Later, Sri Vallabhacharya amended the 
major portion of his book according to the guidance 
of Sri Jiva. The sat-sandarbha written by Sri Jiva is a 
jewel in this world. If someone properly understands 
the sat-sandarbha , no Vedic conclusions remain 
unknown to him. 0 

— Bhaktivinoda Vani Vaibhava, Volume 1, Chapter 3. Translated 
by Bhumipati Das. Published by Iswara Das and Touchstone 
Media. Vrindavan. 2003. 

Hardening of the Heart 

From Srila Jiva Goswami 9 s commentary 
on Bhakti Rasdmrta Sindhu 

uttaratas tu tayor anugatau dosantaram ity ahayad 
ubhe iti. kathinya-hetutvarh ca nana-vada-nirasana- 
purvaka-tattva-vicarasya duhkha-sahanabhydsa- 
purvaka-vairagyasya ca ruksa-svarupatvat . tarhi 
sahayam vinottarottara-bhakti-pravesah katharh syat? 
tatraha bhaktiti. tasya bhakti-pravesasya hetur bhaktir 
irita. uttarottara-bhakti-pravesasya hetuh purva- 
purva-bhaktir evety arthah. 

There is a fault in following the paths of jhana 
and vairagya in that these two make the heart 
extremely hard. The reason for this hardness within 
the heart is that the practice of jhana requires one 
to examine the absolute truth by defeating various 
philosophies, whereas the philosophy of vairagya 
requires the tolerance of various types of sufferings. 
Both these paths are by their nature dry and hard. 
However, one may doubt as to how one can enter 
into bhakti without assistance from these two? The 
answer is that in the ultimate analysis, one enters 
into bhakti by bhakti alone. It is bhakti that was 
executed in previous lives that leads one to enter 
into the advanced stages of bhakti in the current life. 

nanu bhaktir api tat-tad-ayasa-sadhyatvat kathinye 
hetuh syat tatraha sukumara-svabhaveyam iti sri- 
bhagavan-madhura-rupa-gunadi-bhavana-mayatvad 
iti. tasmad bhagavati nija-cittasya sardratam kartum 
icchuna bhaktir eva karyeti bhavah. pradhanyena ca 
tathoktam sri-prahladena — 

naite guna na gunino mahad-adayo ye 
sarve manah-prabhrtayah saha-deva-martyah 

ady-antavanta urugaya vidanti hi Warn 
evarh vimrsya sudhiyo viramanti sabdat 

tat te ’rhattama namah-stuti-karma-pujah 
karma-smrtis caranayoh sravanam kathayam 

samsevaya tvayi vineti sad-angaya kim 

bhaktim janah paramahamsa-gatau labheta. 
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atra karma paricarya, karma-smrtih lila-smaranam. 
caranayor iti bhakti-vyahjakam tac ca satsv apy anvitam. 
tatha samsevaya vineti vairagyadikam api nadrtam. 

Someone may object again, “Even bhakti 
consists of a rigorous path called sadhana. 
Won’t that make the heart hard?’ The answer is 
that bhakti is definitely not a hardening path. 
Rather, it is an extremely tender path, since all 
its activities are centered around meditation 
upon the Lord’s sweet form, qualities, etc. 
Therefore, bhakti should be performed with 
the intention of softening one’s heart in 
relationship to the Lord. The great devotee 
Prahlad Maharaja especially mentions this in 
the Srimad Bhagavatam as follows: 

“Neither the three modes of material nature 
[sattva-guna, rajo-guna and tamo-guna ], nor 
the predominating deities controlling these three 
modes, nor the five gross elements, nor the 
mind, nor the demigods, nor the human beings 
can understand your Lordship, for they are all 
subjected to birth and annihilation. Considering 
this, the spiritually advanced have taken to 
devotional service. Such wise men hardly bother 
with Vedic study. Instead, they engage themselves 
in practical devotional service. Therefore, O 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, the best of all 
persons to whom prayers are offered, I offer my 
respectful obeisances unto you because without 
rendering six kinds of devotional service unto 
you — offering prayers, dedicating all the results 
of activities, worshiping you, working on your 
behalf, always remembering your lotus feet and 
hearing about your glories — who can achieve that 
which is meant for the paramahamsasT (Srimad 
Bhagavatam 7.9.49-50) 

In these verses, the word karma means 
worshiping the deity of the Lord, and the 
word karma-smrtih refers to remembering 
the pastimes of the Lord. The word caranayoh 
indicates the devotional nature of Prahlada 
Maharaja, and also specifies the six kinds of 
devotional service mentioned in the verse. 
By the words samsevaya vineti , the great 
devotee Prahlada Maharaja has shown a 
disapproval of the subordinate processes of 
jhana , vairagya, etc. 0 

— From the commentary entitled Durgama-Sangamim Tika on the 
Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 1.2.249. Translated by Hari Parshad Das 
from the Sanskrit available at http://www.granthamandira.com 
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Running Away with Rukmini 

A Song from Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Gopala-campu 2.16.41 

vraja-madh u ra-madh u ri-h rasita-para-ka ma nam 
manasi mpa-vaibhavam dadhatam ativamanam 
parinayana-vahchata-rahita-manasacitam 
agamad atha kascana dvija-nirasurahitam 

Krishna, who causes inauspiciousness to the 
demons, who makes all other desires look petty in 
front of the love of Vraja, who considered his royal 
opulence to be insignificant, and whose mind was 
not occupied with desires of marriage, was once 
approached by a certain brahmin. 

nija-nrpati-dehaja-vacanam upasandisan 
sa tad-udita-caturim amrtam iva nirvisan 
tarn anu nijam ayayau nagara-mita-sammadah 
avadad api tarn harer abhigamana-sampadah 

The brahmin spoke the message of king 
Bhishmaka’s daughter and simultaneously 
enjoyed the clever responses from Krishna, 
considering them to be like nectar. The happy 
brahmin returned to his city and related the good 
news of Krishna’s impending arrival. 



Rukmini writes a letter to Krishna 


atha sa-sukha-bhismaja muhur anamada-trasa 
dvijam amukam icchati nija-bhavikam atra sa 
iha mahasi sailaja-paricarana-dambhikd 
bhavitum atha bhismaja hari-carana-lambhika 
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Thereafter, Rukmini, who was delighted and 
who desired auspiciousness in the marriage, attained 
fearlessness and repeatedly paid obeisances to the 
brahmin. Impelled by the desire to attain the lotus 
feet of Lord Hari, she took to the worship of Goddess 
Shailaja (Durga), acting like a perfect deceiver. 

saratha-harinakrtarucadamala-rocisd 

ripu-nicayam acinon malina-mukhya-socisa 
magadha-mukha-satrave rana-vimukha-bhavake 
yudham adhita rukmavan asura-paribhavake 

On the chariot occupied by Krishna, Rukmini 
appeared resplendent in his effulgence, and in turn 
made the faces of the enemies dark with lamentation. 
Thereafter, whenjarasandha, the king of Magadha, and 
his associates turned their faces away from the battlefield 
[they ran away], Rukmi began his battle against Krishna, 
the defeater of demons. 

vyadhita khalu rukminam krta-vapana-mundakam 
na parama-jitas tathakrta-vikrta-tundakam 
murajid asya nirjayan sanrpa-caya-bhlsmajam 
agamad atha tan nijam nagara-mita-bhismajam 

Indeed, not only did Krishna shave Rukmi’s 
head, but also deformed his face by shaving off 
parts of his moustache and beard. Thereby, after 
defeating Rukmi, the Lord returned to his city 
Dvaraka along with Rukmini and his associates# 

— Translated from the transliterated Sanskrit from 
www. granthamandira. org. 
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Prayers to Sriia Jiva Goswami 

By Sri Rasbihari Sankhya Tirtha 



sn-jivasya padaravindam atularh vandamahe sarvada 
vdiachd-kalpa-tamh bpardra manaso dtneka bandhoh prabhoh 
srimad rupa-sanatananghri kamale bhrhgaya manatmano 
yena sri-bhagavan mahattva vitateh siddhanta aviskrtah 

To the peerless lotus feet of Sriia Jiva Goswami, I 
offer constant obeisances. He is a desire-fulfilling tree 
who possesses a mind full of compassion, and is a tme 
friend of the fallen and distressed. Always considering 
himself to be a beelike servant at the lotus like feet 
of Sri Rupa Goswami and Sri Sanatan Goswami, he 
contributed many conclusions in his books to spread 
the glories and fame of Lord Krishna far and wide. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from Sri Virchandra 
Goswami's commentary on Sri Sri Gopal-Campu. Published by 
Sri Lalitmohan Choudhuri. 
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Follow the Goswamis 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

We Gaudiya Vaisnavas take to heart the 
statement of Narottam Das Thakur: 

rupa-raghunatha-pade ha-ibe akuti 
kabe Hama bujhaba se yugala-piriti 

Yugala-piriti , the conjugal love between Radha 
and Krishna, is not to be understood by a third- 
class man. That is not possible. If one thinks that 
Krishna is an ordinary human being, that Radharani 
is an ordinary girl, then it is not possible. One has 
to understand Krishna and Radharani through the 
bhakti literature of these Goswamis. Therefore 
Narottam Das Thakur says, “When shall I try to 
understand yugala-piriti , the conjugal love of 
Radha-Krishna, through the literature of Rupa and 
Raghunath?” There are six Goswamis — Srila Rupa 
Goswami, Srila Sanatan Goswami, Srila Raghunath 
Bhatta Goswami, Srila Jiva Goswami, Srila Gopal 
Bhatta Goswami and Srila Raghunath Das Goswami. 
There are two Raghunathas — one Bhatta Raghunath 
and one Das Raghunatha. So Narottam Das Thakur 
says, rupa-raghunatha-pade ha-ibe akuti kabe 
hama bujhabo —to understand Radha-Krishna and 
their love affairs, one has to understand through 
the literature given by Rupa Goswami. Just like it 
is given in this Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu , Nectar of 
Devotion. (Lecture, 26 December 1972) 
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A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Rupa Goswami, Sanatan Goswami, and especially 
Jiva Goswami wrote hundreds of books, lokanam 
hita-karinau —They wrote these books for the benefit 
of the whole world, not just for the Hindus or for 
people who are living in India or in Vrindavan. nana- 
sastra-vicaranaika-nipunau —They were very, very 
expert. You’ll find in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu that 
wherever Srila Rupa Goswami has stated something, 
immediately he has given reference from the sastras. 
He did not manufacture anything which is against the 
sastras. We have to become rupanuga vaisnavas. So 
in order to see God, in order to serve God, we have to 
follow what Srila Narottam Das Thakur has said, 

rupa-raghunatha-pade ha-ibe akuti 
kabe hama bhujhaba se yugala-piriti 
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The Six Goswamis of Vrindavan 


Unless one becomes very, very eager to follow 
the path of Srila Rupa Goswami and Srila Sanatan 
Goswami, he cannot understand what the love affairs 
of Radha and Krishna are. Without following the 
principles of Rupa Goswami, if we want to understand 
what is Radha and Krishna then we will think that they 
are ordinary boys and girls affairs. That is not Radha- 
Krishna. Therefore in the sastra it is said, atah sri-krsna- 
namadi na bhaved grahyam indriyaih [Cc. madhya 
17.136]. Do not try to understand Radha and Krishna 
with these blunt eyes and senses. Try to understand 
through the instructions of Srila Rupa Goswami and 
Srila Sanatan Goswami. (Lecture, 18 October 1972) 

We should follow Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and the 
Six Goswamis and gradually learn what is devotional 
service and how to execute it. Everything is very nicely 
explained in the Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu, which we 
have presented herewith as The Nectar of Devotion, the 
complete science of bhakti-yoga. So first of all we should 
take advantage of these books and then gradually make 
progress. Narottam Das Thakur therefore says: 
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rupa-raghunatha-pade ha-ibe akuti 
kabe hama bujhabo se yugala-piriti 

Without understanding Rupa and Raghunath, or 
without going through the literatures given by Rupa- 
Raghunath, if we jump and all of a sudden try to 
become a devotee of Radha Krishna, it is not possible. 
Of course, our aim is to become devotees of Radha- 
Krishna. But to become devotees of Radha-Krishna 
we must study through these books, especially Bhakti- 
rasdmrta-sindhu. (Lecture, 23 October 1972) 0 

Fourteen Stages of Progress 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur 

satam krpa mahat-seva sraddha guru-padasrayah 
bhajanesu sprha bhaktir anarthapagamas tatah 

nistha rucir athasakti ratih prematha darsanam 
harer madhuryanubhava ity arthah syus caturdase 

At the dawn of one’s spiritual life, one receives the 
mercy of great devotees. One then engages in the 
service of such devotees. This leads to development of 
faith in the devotional process, after which one attains 
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the shelter of the lotus feet of a bona-fide spiritual master. 
One then starts the process of bhajana , advancement, 
after which one experiences a sincere hankering for 
devotional service. This is followed by anartha-nivrtti , 
removal of unwanted desires from one’s heart. This 
leads to awakening of the stages of nistha, , steady 
devotional service, followed by ruci , genuine taste 
in such service, followed by asakti , attachment to the 
Lord. After this, one experiences rati, intimacy, and then 
develops prema , fully blossomed love for the Lord. 
One can then have darsana , direct perception of the 
Lord, and an experience of madhurya , comprehensive 
sweetness of the Lord. These are the fourteen stages of 
advancement in tme love. 0 

— From the Sdrartha-Darsini commentary on Srimad Bhagavatam 
1.2.21. Sanskrit taken from Gaudiya Grantha Mandir (http://www. 
granthamandira.com). Translated by Hari Parshad Das. 

Who is a Sadiiu? 

Commentaries on Bhagavad-Gita 930 

The Bhagavad-Gita (9-30) says, 

api cet su-duracaro bhajate mam ananya-bhak 
sadhur eva sa mantavyah samyag vyavasito hi sah 

Even if one commits the most abominable action, if he is 
engaged in devotional service he is to be considered saintly 
because he is properly situated in his determination. 

The following is an assortment of commentaries 
by various deary as on this verse. 

Srila Sridhar Swami ( Subodhini ): 

api ca mad-bhakter evayam avitarkyam prabhava 
iti darsayann aha api ced iti. atyantam duracaro 
’pi naro yadyapy aprthaktvena prthag-devatapi 
vasudeva eveti buddhya devatantara-bhaktim 
akurvan mam eva paramesvaram bhajate tarhi 
sadhuh srestha eva sa mantavyah. yato ’sau samyag- 
vyavasitah paramesvara-bhajanenaiva krtartho 
bhavisyamiti sobhanam adhyavasayam krtavan. 

By using the words “api cet” (even if), the Lord points 
out, “Just see the inconceivable influence and power of 
my devotional service! Even if an extremely abominable 
wretch pinpointedly worships me, the Supreme Lord, 
and does not offer separate worship to the demigods, 
considering them to be my parts and parcels, then such 
a personality should be considered as the foremost 
sadhu. Such a person is said to be samyag-vyavasita, a 
properly situated person, since he is fixed in thinking, ‘I 
will achieve complete fulfillment and satisfaction simply 
by one-pointed devotional service to the Supreme Lord. 
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Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakura 
( Sarartha-varsinT TTkaji 

sva-bhaktesv asaktir mama svabhaviky eva bhavati, sa 
duracare ’pi bhakte napayati. tarn apy utkrstam eva 
karomity aha api ced iti. suduracarah para-himsa 
para-dara-para-dravyadi-grahana-parayane ’pi mam 
bhajate cet, kidrg-bhajanavdnityatadha, ananya-bhak 
matto ’nya-devatantaram. mad-bhakter any at karma- 
jhanadikam, mat-kdmandto ’nyam rajyadi-kdmandm 
na bhajate, sa sadhuh. nanv etadrse kadacare drste sati, 
katham sadhutvam? tatraha, mantavyo mananiyah. 
sadhutvenaiva sajheya iti yavat. mantavyam iti vidhi- 
vakyam anyatha pratyavayah syat. atra mad-ajhaiva 
pramdnam iti bhavah. nanu Warn bhajate ity etad- 
amsena sadhuh para-daradi-grahanamsenasadhus ca 
sa mantavyas tatraha eveti. sarvenapy amsena sadhur 
eva mantavyah. kadapi tasyasadhutvam na drastavyam 
iti bhavah. samyag vyavasitam niscayo yasya sah. 
dustyajena sva-papena narakam tiryag-yonir vd yami 
aikantikam sfi-krsna-bhajanam tu naiva jihasamiti sa 
sobhanam adhyavasayam krtavan ity arthah. 

The Lord says, “My loving attachment towards 
my devotee is certainly my inherent nature. It 
doesn’t leave me even in the case of a devotee 
addicted to sinful life, for I elevate such devotees 
in spiritual life too. If a wicked person addicted to 
committing violence on others or to stealing others 
wives or property worships me in a way that is one- 
pointed and free from worship of other demigods, 
and if such worship is also free from desires for 
the processes of karma and jhana or any similar 
extraneous desires, then such a person is a sadhu.” 

A question may be asked here, “Having seen his 
sinful behavior, how can he be called a sadhu ,?” 

The Lord says, “He should be called so because of the 
above-mentioned saintly qualities that he possesses. 
Understand this as a compulsory injunction from 
me. Breaking this injunction will be contrary to your 
spiritual life. It is an injunction in the form of my order. ” 

Another question: “Does it mean that such a person 
is a partial devotee (when he acts righteously) and 
a partial non-devotee (when he acts sinfully by 
stealing other’s wives, property, etc.)?” 

The Lord replies, “No! Such a person should still be 
considered a devotee in his entirety. It means that no 
one should see any defects in such a person. One should 
see that he is a person firmly fixed in his resolve. Such 
a person is fixed in the glorious conclusion that, 'By my 
sinful desires, I may attain hell or lower species of life, 
but I shall never give up this path of krsna-bhajana. ’ ” 
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Srila Baladeva Vidyabhushan (GTlci-bhusana): 

mama suddha-bhakti-vasyata-laksanah svabhavo 
dustyaja eva. yad aham jugupsita-karmany api bhakte 
’nurajyams tarn utkarsayamlti purvartham pusnann 
aha api ced iti. ananya-bhak janas cet suduracaro 
’tivigarhita-karmapisan mam bhajate mat-kirtanadibhir 
mam sevate tad api sa sadhur eva mantavyah. matto 
’nyarn devatam na bhajaty asrayatiti mad-ekonti 
mam eva svaminam parama-pumartham ca jdnann 
ity arthah. ubhayatha vartamano pi sadhutvena sa 
pujya iti bodhayitum eva-karah. tasya tathatve manane 
mantavya itisva-nidesa-rupo vidhis ca darsitah. itaratha 
pratyavayad iti bhavah. ubhayathapi vartamanasya 
sadhutvam evety atroktam hetumpusnann aha samyag 
iti. yad asau samyag-vyavasito mad-ekanta-nistha-rupa- 
srestha-niscayavan ity arthah. evam uktam narasimhe — 

The Lord says, “My nature of being controlled 
by pure devotion is almost impossible to give up 
for me.” By using the words 'api cet, he indicates 
that the devotional service of even those devotees 
engaged in sinful acts attracts him. 

He says, “If my devotee is engaged in extremely sinful 
acts, yet is one-pointedly devoted to me by activities 
such as performing kirtana or sevd, then he should be 
considered to be a sadhu. The reason for calling him an 
ananya-bhakta , one-pointed devotee, is that he does 
not worship or take shelter of any other gods besides me 
and understands me only to be the supreme destination 
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and the supreme master. In any case, such a devotee 
is worshipable because of his saintly qualities. This 
should be taken as my order, and not following it will 
lead to an opposite result in spiritual life.” 

The reason for the Lord calling the devotee a sadhu 
in any case is specified by him here, “Such a devotee 
is properly situated (samyag-vyavasito) , because he 
has made the best resolve to be fixed only on me.” 

In the same context, the Nrsimha-Purdna also states: 

bhagavati ca harav ananya-ceta 
bhrsa malino pi virajate manusyah 
na hi sasa-kalusa-cchavih kadacit 
timira-parabhavatam upaiti candrah 

One who is possessed of one-pointed devotional 
service towards the Lord is exalted even though he 
may be possessed of serious contaminations, just as 
the moon, although covered by various dark spots 
resembling a rabbit, is never to be considered as 
being defeated by darkness. 

Sripad Adi Shankaracharya ( Bhasya ): 

api cet yady api suduracarah susthu duracaro 
’tiva kutsitacaro pi bhajate mam ananya-bhak 
ananya-bhaktih san, sadhur eva samyag-vrtta eva 
sa mantavyo jhatavyah. samyagyathavad vyavasito 
hi sah, yasmat sadhu-niscayah sah 

By using the words u api cet’\ the Lord says, 
“Even though someone is a sinful wretch of the 
worst degree, if he worships me with devotion in 
a one-pointed way, then such a person should be 
understood to be a sadhu. He is situated properly, 
and his resolution is fixed.” 

Sri Madhusudan Saraswati ( Gudhartha-dipika ): 

kim ca mad-bhakter evayam mahimd yat same pi 
vaisamyam apadayati srnu tan-mahimanam api ced 
iti. yah kascit suduracaro pi ced ajamiladirivananya- 
bhak san mam bhajate kutascid bhagyodayat sevate 
sa prag asadhurapi sadhur eva mantavyah. hi yasmat 
samyag-vyavasitah sadhu-niscayavan sah 

By using the words u api cet”, the Lord says, “Just 
listen! Such are the glories of my devotional service 
that it harmonizes all opposing situations. Even if 
an extremely sinful person worships me in a one- 
pointed way, similar to the mood of Ajamila, or by 
some good fortune serves me, then such a person 
should be considered as a sadhu, although he may 
have exhibited the behavior of an asadhu. He is 
certainly a sage fixed in proper resolution.” 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
http: //www. granthamandira .com 
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Come to Vrindavan 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

The philosophy of Lord Chaitanya is that Krishna 
is the only object of worship. And as Krishna is the 
object of worship, similarly, his place, Vrindavan 
Dham, is also worshipable. If you go to Vrindavan, 
even if you don’t know anything about Krishna, 
you will at once feel Krishna consciousness. It is 
such a nice place. (Lecture, New York, 29 July 1966) 

No one can completely understand Lord Krishna. 
Similarly, the land which is known as Vrindavan also 
has unlimited potency. As I have mentioned several 
times, if you go to Vrindavan you’ll still find a spiritual 
atmosphere with unlimited potency. Therefore Lord 
Chaitanya recommended, aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa- 
tanayah tad dhama vmdavanam — “As Lord Krishna 
is worshipable, similarly his place, Vrindavan, is as 
good as Krishna.” If you go to Vrindavan, you’ll see 
so many saints and sages there. They are worshiping 
Vrindavan Dham. (Lecture, New York, 4 January 1967) 

The dirty things in our heart should be removed 
completely by hearing krsna-katha . That is the only 
way of understanding Krishna. This Vrindavan is so 
important and valuable. Why? Because anywhere 
you go in Vrindavan there is the opportunity of 
hearing krsna-katha. The whole atmosphere of 
Vrindavan is simply centered on cultivation of 
Krishna consciousness. Unfortunately, we take to 
other consciousness here in the dhama. Therefore 

next column 
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Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


we become condemned. In Vrindavan, if we take to 
materialistic consciousness, we become condemned to 
accept a body other than a human being. But still the 
opportunity is there. Because he’s in Vrindavan, he’s 
helped and will making progress. Even as an animal, 
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Bikaner school, c. 1800s 



The Fruit Known 


As Srimad Bhagavatam 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakura 


Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur has 
commented on Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.3 as quoted 
in Bhakti-rasamrita-sindhu 1.2.226: 


nigama-kalpa-taror galitam phalam 
suka-mukhad amrta-drava-samyutam 
pibata bhagavatam rasam alayam 
muhur aho rasika bhuvi bhdvukah 


O expert and thoughtful men, relish Srimad 
Bhagavatam , the mature fruit of the desire tree of 
Vedic literatures. It emanated from the lips of Sri 
Sukadev Goswami. Therefore this fruit has become 
even more tasteful, although its nectarean juice was 
already relishable for all, including liberated souls. 


nigamo vedah. sa eva kalpa-tarus tasya svasritebhyo 
vahchita-vividha-purusartha-rupa-phala-dayitve 
pi tarutvad yat sahajikam tad idam bhagavatam 
phalam. slesena bhagavat-svamikam idam. tenaiva 
sva-bhaktebhyo dattam iti tan vina na kasyapy 
anyasyatra svatvarope saktir iti bhavah. galitam iti 
vrksa-pakvataya svayam eva patitam, na tu balat 
patitam iti svada-sampurnatvam. 


The word nigama here refers to the Vedas. The 
Vedas are a kalpa-taru, a wish-fulfilling tree, that 
gives various fruits in the form of the four purusarthas 
(i dharma, artha, kama and moksa) according to the 
respective desires of those who take shelter of it. The 
Vedas, because they are tree-like, also give a ripened 
fruit known as Srimad Bhagavatam 
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spiritual life, even though he may be criminal number 
one. But if we keep a criminal mentality in Vrindavan, 
then well have to accept another birth and suffer. After 
that birth, it will be all right, and then again he will be 
elevated due to the influence of Vrindavan. (Lecture, 
Vrindavan, 11 November 1972) 0 


Venu Gopal 

as a hog or a dog, he’s making progress because he’s 
in Vrindavan. Vrindavan is so important, because here 
anyone can get the opportunity to take to Krishna 
consciousness. It is called Vrindavan dhama. Dhama 
means residence, where Krishna resides. Vrindavan is 
not polluted. Vrindavan is always helping us. Anyone 
who comes to Vrindavan is immediately helped in 
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The word bhagavatam can also mean “that 
literature whose proprietor is the Lord himself”. 
It is the Lord who bestows this scripture on his 
devotees, and it is not possible for anyone else to 
claim proprietorship over this literature. 

The word “ galitam '’implies that this fruit known 
as Srimad Bhagavatam has fallen not by any 
external force, but on its own accord, due to it 
being impeccably ripe. Thus it contains all sorts of 
unparalleled tasteful devotional mellows. 
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na cocca-nipatanena sphutitam, napy 
anatimadhuram cety aha — suketi. paramordhva- 
cudatah sri-narayanat brahma-sakhayam, tato 
’dhastan narada-sdkhydyam, tato vyasa-sakhayam, 
tatah suka-mukham prapyatapat madhv ivamrta- 
drava-samyutam. sukenaiva tena sva-cahcv- 
amrta-niskramanartham dvdram api krtam. atha 
ca tenasvaditatvdd atimadhuram, tatah sutadi- 
sakhatah sanaih sanaihpatanad akhanditam. tena 
guru-paramparam vina sva-buddhi-balenasvadane 
sri-bhagavatasyakhanditatvepanasaktih sucita. 

The reason for including the word “ sukcf in the 
verse is to show how even though the fruit fell from 
a height, it did not split or rupture. Neither did it lose 
its abundantly sweet nature. This was because Lord 
Narayan, the greatest of all great men, passed it down 
in disciplic succession through Lord Brahma, Sri 
Narada, and Sri Vyasadev. Finally, this great honey¬ 
like nectarean scripture ( amrta-drava-samyutam ) 
descended to all through the mouth ( mukhad) of 
Sri Sukadev Goswami. The parrot-like Sukadev 
Goswami cut into this ripe fruit with his beak, and 
by doing so he immensely increased its abundant 
sweetness. This abundantly sweet fruit was passed 
down via the disciplic successions of Suta Goswami 
and other sages, and even now it remains unbroken 
and intact. The implication here is that without a guru- 
parampara , one cannot relish SrimadBhdgavatam in 
the same unbroken and intact manner, even though 
one may apply one’s intelligence to it. 

nanu katharhphalam eva patavyam ity ata aha — 
rasam id. rasa-svarupam evedam phalam, natra 
tvag-asthy-adi-heyamso ’stlti bhavah. layo moksah 
salokyadir jivan-muktatvam vd, tam abhivyapya 
tatra tatra bhagaval-lila-gana-prasiddheh. muhur 
iti pltasyapi punah pane svadadhikyam eveti. aho 
iti vismaye. rasika he rasajha iti bhaktanam eva 
jata-ratitvad rater eve sthayi-bhavatvat sthayina eva 
rasyamanatvat natra jhani-karmi-yoginam ko pi 
day a iti bhavah. he bhavukas tata eva yuyam eva 
kusalino ’nye ’mahgala eveti bhavah. 

Now, what type of a fruit is Srimad Bhdgavatam ? 
This is indicated by the word “rasan? in the verse. 
The very nature of this fruit is rasa. This fruit of Srimad 
Bhdgavatam does not contain undesirable elements 
like skin, seeds, etc. The word “alayanf in the verse 
indicates that this great literature acts as a refuge even 
for those who have attained all types of liberations 
like salokya (staying on the same planet as the Lord) 
or jwana-mukti (a state of liberation even in this 
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lifetime). Even in all such liberated states of existence, 
one can relish the descriptions of the Supreme Lord’s 
pastimes, qualities, etc., from this literature. The word 
U muhuf indicates that even though one may have 
drunk the nectar of this great literature in the past, 
drinking it again will simply cause one to experience 
even more taste in it. This surprising fact is confirmed 
by using the word “aho”. The word “ rasika ” is used 
to call out to all expert relishers of this great literature. 
This scripture is meant only for the devotees. This 
is because only the devotees can possess rati , love 
towards the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Here, 
rati means sthayi-bhava, continuous ecstasy in love, 
which ultimately turns into rasa. The karmts , jhants 
and yogis are not fit to receive this literature. The word 
‘bhavukaH calls out — “O expert and thoughtful 
devotees! Only you are blessed to understand this 
literature, whereas all others are ill-fated.” 0 

—From the Bhakti-sara-pradarsinic ommentary on Bhakti-rasamrta- 
sindhu 1.2.226. Sanskrit taken from Gaudiya Grantha Mandir (http:// 
www.granthamandira.com). Translated by Hari Parshad Das. 

Run to Vrindavan! 

Excerpts from 

Srila Prabodhananda Saraswati’s 
Sri Vrnddvana Mahimdmrta 

na kuru na kuru mithya deha-gehady-apeksam 
mrtim akhila-pumartha-bhramsikam viddhi murdhni 
cala cala suhrd-adyaivabhumukhyena vajrad 
api ca hrdi-kathorah srila-vrndavanasya 

O please don’t! Don’t harbor illusions about 
your body, home and everything else! Know that 
death will thwart all your plans! O friend, run, run 
to Sri Vrindavan! Don’t make your heart harder 
than a thunderbolt! (Text 1.70) 
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marisyase kada sakhe tvam iti kim vijanasi kim 
sisoh sutarunastha vd na khalu mrtyur akasmikah 
tad adya niravadya-dhir avapur indriyasaktikto 
na kihcana vicaraya drutam upaitu vrndavana 

Friend, do you know when you will die? Do not 
even infants sometimes die unexpectedly? With clear 
intelligence, without attachment to the body and senses, 
and without stopping to think, mn to Vrindavan! (1.78) 

bhrataryarhi nimilito ’smi nayane tatra kua kdntatmaja 
bhratr-svapta-suhrd-ganah kua cagunah kutra pratisthddayah 
kutrahahkrtyah prabhutua-dhana-iidyadyais tatah sawatas 
tvam niruidya savidya kintu na calasy adyaiva vrndavanam 

O brother, when you close your eyes in death, 
where will your loving wife, children, brothers, 
relatives and friends be? Where will your good 
qualities be? Where will your fame be? Where will 
your pride, wealth, education, control over others, 
and other powers and opulence be? O learned and 
intelligent friend, why do you not renounce these 
temporary things and run to Vrindavan? (1.81) 

are sighram sighrarh suta-dhana-kalatradi-mamata 
pratane kalo ’yam nahi vapur idarh mrty-anugatam 
samastalabhyanam param idam alabhyarh sua-krpaya 
bhuvi vyaktam vrnda-vipinam abhidhavatihathatah 

This is not the time to be attached to wife, children, 
wealth, and all the rest. Death is now chasing your body. 
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Quickly, quickly mn to the forest of Vrindavan, the most 
rare and difficult to attain of all rare things, which by 
its own mercy is now manifested in this world! (13.21) 

urndaranyam aganyapuspa-nivahair dhanyagra-ganyair hrda 
dhyeyam prdpya batanyato hi kudhiyoyadyuyam adhav atha 
tac cintamanim eva pada-hatibhir durarh nirasya svayam 
hastagrepatita-svapaka-bhavane bhaksyasaya bhramyatha 

In your hearts, meditate on Vrindavan forest as 
a place filled with numberless beautiful flowers! 
Run to Vrindavan! O fools, if your footsteps take 
you away from the cintamani jewel of Vrindavan, 
you will eventually find yourself begging alms at 
the houses of degraded dog eaters. (13-51) 

kdnta tiuh-mdUa-mhchaditayumti-mayamedhya bibhatsepinde 
drag-di^tepaiyMtdi'idm api vilayamild dJmwyaaakgatisiksdh 
kd bhaktih kd viraktis tad-apahrta-dhiyam kaim vrnddmndsa 
tdsdm ndmdpy asmvams lad anusara sakhe radhikd kuhjavatim 

The sight of the horrible ball of flesh covered by 
a thin layer of pretty skin and known as a beautiful 
young woman leads the moral instructions of the 
wise to complete destruction. What is devotional 
service for one whose intelligence is robbed in this 
way? Friend, do not stay for even a moment to hear 
the names of these fallen men! Simply mn to Srimati 
Radhika’s forest-groves! (13.55) 

— Sri Vrnddvana-Mahimamrtam. Adapted from an English 
translation by Kusakratha Das. Sanskrit taken from Gaudiya 
Grantha Mandir (http://www.granthamandira.com). 
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Devotees are not Utopians 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

People should not expect that even in the 
Krishna Consciousness Society there will be 
Utopia. Because devotees are persons, therefore 
there will always be some lacking, but the 
difference is that because they have given up 
everything to serve Krishna — money, jobs, 
reputation, wealth, big education — their 
lackings have become transcendental. This is 
because despite everything that they may do, 
their topmost intention is to serve Krishna. Lord 
Krishna says in the Bhagavad-gita (9-30), “One 
who is engaged in devotional service, despite 
the most abominable action, is to be considered 
saintly because he is rightly situated.” The 
devotees of Krishna are the most exalted persons 
on this planet and are better than kings, all of 
them. So we should always remember that and, 
like the bumblebee, always look for the nectar 
or the best qualities of a person. Not like the 
Utopians that are like the flies and who always 
go to the open sores or find the faults in a person, 
and because they cannot find Utopia, or because 
they cannot find anyone without faults, they 
want to become void, merge, or become nothing. 
Such people think that Utopia means to become 
devoid of personality. 
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His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

So if there are sometimes slight disagreements 
between devotees, it is not due to impersonalism, 
but it is because they are persons, and such 
disagreements should not be taken very seriously. 
The devotee is always pessimistic about the 
material world, but he is very optimistic about 
spiritual life. In this way, you should consider 
that anyone engaged in Krishna’s service is 
always the best person. 0 
— Letter to Atreya Rsi. 4 February 1972. 
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Spotless Literature 

Sri Srimad 

Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Sriman Mahaprabhu’s opinion is that Srimad 
Bhagavatam is the spotless proof, and it 
contains prema-bhakti-tattva. We accept Srimad 
Bhagavatam in that manner. We never aspire 
for any other literature. Prema-bhakti will be 
developed only by hearing Srimad Bhagavatam , 
and thereby you will be able to conquer the 
unconquerable — Krishna. How is Krishna 
conquered? He is conquered only by bhakti. 

Now the month of Damodara is going on. We are 
daily chanting Damodarastakam. Mother Yasoda 
binds Krishna. Who else can bind him? He becomes 
bound up only by the rope of love, the rope of 
prema-bhakti. Mother Yasoda has such devotion, 
such bhakti , suddha-vatsalya , that by such bhakti 
he becomes bound up. By such bhakti he becomes 
conquered, and such bhaktiyou can develop only by 
hearing Srimad Bhagavatam. You may not do any 
other sadhana , but only hear Srimad Bhagavatam 
and follow the process of sravanam. Parikshit 
Maharaja didn’t do any other sadhana. He only 
heard the Bhagavatam for seven days continuously, 
with concentrated attention, putting full faith in 
it, from the lips of Shukadev Goswami, and he 
achieved the supreme perfection. That is the result 
of attentively hearing the Srimad Bhagavatam. 0 

— From an undated lecture on Srimad Bhagavatam 1.7.25. 

The Interrogation 

Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Gopal Champu, eighth purana 

adho-mukhi-krtya balad udukhalam 
nivisya tasyopari cahcaleksanam 
kisaya sarpir dadatarh prasuh sutam 
viksya smitam prapa tatha ca vismitam 

When Mother Yasoda saw that her son had used 
his might to turn over a mortar and then sit on it and 
give away butter to the monkey, she was surprised 
and smiled mildly. 

gudharh pratasthe krta-mosam dtmajam 
dhartum prasur esa niriksya cadravat 
prasiddhir esa khalu lokatah satam 
drsor matarh hartari bhartari dvayam 
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In order to catch her son who had acted like a 
thief, she sneaked towards him. However, he saw 
her coming from a distance and quickly ran away. 
It is a well known fact that a thief has hundreds of 
eyes whereas a custodian has only two. 

sa khalu drptah sakha-mrgas tu navanitanam 
trptahpata-vestita-yastim etam drstva drutam eva 
sakham arudhah. 

The proud monkey, who by now was fully 
satisfied by the butter he had received, suddenly 
saw Mother Yasoda coming towards him with a 
stick wrapped in a cloth in her hand, so he quickly 
climbed up on a tree branch. 

atha dravantam sutam anvagatprasuh 
prasuna-vrsti-pratha-kesa-bandhana 
kvayasi re coravareti jalpita 
natisphuta-krandana-hasa-sundaram 

Seeing her son also running away, Mother Yasoda 
started chasing him, and the flowers bound in her 
hair scattered everywhere. “Where do you think 
you’re running away to, O king of thieves?” Hearing 
this, Krishna simultaneously cried mildly while 
displaying a beautiful smile. 

tokarh dhartum sa samipe ’pi sighram 
dhavanti tat prapa dhavan na mata 
pragahcantam vayu-vegatpratici 

stokambhodam yadvad ambhoda-vithi 

Although she was running close to him, she could 
not catch him, just as a huge mass of clouds in the 
west blown eastward by the winds cannot catch up 
to a small cloud situated in the east. 

atha pura-dvaram na matur gamana-dvdram iti 
matva palayana-grahilas tad-disam eva jagraha. 
janani tu tadanim tatrajanatam janati tarn 
evanuyatavati. tat as ca, 

yadadravatprstham aniksamanas 
tada na lebheprthuko jananya 
yada bhayad viksitavan sa pascat 
tada tayasau jagrhe karena 

Looking at a particular gate and thinking that this 
is not a gate used by Mother Yasoda, Krishna ran 
swiftly in that direction. Mother Yasoda too followed 
him, into places where no one was present. When 
Krishna ran without looking behind, he could not be 
caught by his mother. However, when he fearfully 
looked behind, she quickly caught him by the hand. 
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sa ca tathapi — 

aksini drava-gamaya saksini 
rodanarh krud-udaya-pranodanam 
calanarh vapusi dharstya-palanarh 
srstavan avinayarh na mrstavan 

As soon as this happened, the two eyes of Krishna 
became moist and thus assisted him in trying to find a 
way out of the situation by attempting to mitigate the 
anger of Mother Yasoda. He also manifested trembling 
in his body in order to protect his misbehavior. 

nirmame prasabham ambayd mukharh 
sammukharh nijasisor yada yada 
sarpir-arpita-vilepanarh tada 
ruksanaya tad aghuksad esa ca 

Whenever Mother Yasoda tried to forcibly pull his 
face towards her, he hid it, concealing the butter 
there, so that she would think his face was clean. 

tat as ca — 

vasti ced bata bhavan grha-mustirh 
yastim akalaya mat-kara-mrstam 
ittham uccakitite kamalakse 
tarn jahau nijajahau vraja-rajnl 

Thereafter, she instilled fear in him by saying, 
“Before you steal in your own home, take a look at 
this!”, and showed him the stick. However, seeing 
that her lotus-eyed son was terrified, the queen of 
Vraja then gave up the stick. 

ma meti vadata tena, cora cored gih-kalim 
rahasa saha sa rajnl sahasa sahasatanot 
aho rajasi coranam, cords tvat-pitr-gotrajah 
ity ady acakalan mata sisuna gavya-corina 

Their conversation thereafter was as follows: 

“Mother! Please do not beat me with that stick.” 

“You’re a thief! You’re a thief! Not only that, you’re 
the king of all thieves!” 

“Thieves are born in the family of your father, 
not mine!” 

Hearing her son speak in such a clever way, 
Yasoda smiled. 

kirn ca — 

dadhi-mandah katharh khando? dando’yamparamesituh 
ghrtam kisaya kah pradad? asauyena vinirmitah 

Thereafter: 

“How did the pot containing the yogurt break?” 
“It’s a punishment inflicted by the Supreme Lord.” 
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Binding the thief 


“Who gave the ghee to that monkey?” 

“He who created the monkey!” 

sahke svaduhkaram ittham sada Warn 
yajhahgiyarh leksi haiyahgavinam 
evarh corahkaram amba sisurh tarn 
praty akrosanty ardra-citta babhuva 

While chastising him like this, Mother Yasoda 
said, “I have a doubt about why it is that you always 
take away and eat this butter, which is an important 
part of all sacrifices,” and then became choked 
with emotion. 

tatah sa -sa rhrambha m vihasya, sarahasyam ucyatam, 
dambhas ca mucyatam iti matra prstah srsta-rodana- 
netrah putra uvaca — 

tvayy udbhatarh pradravantydm ahghrydh kapikaphattandt 
asphutad dadhi-mandasya ghatah, ka mama dhrstata? 
kiso’yam isa-nirdistahpravistah sadma mustaye 
krstah sarpih-paramrsto maya, ka mama dustata? 
tathapi Warn atta-yastirh drstva dudrava coravat 
tvarh punarmarh vrthd bhitam api dudrotha nirdayam 

Thereafter, she smiled in an angry way and 
told Krishna, “Give up all your secrecy, and 
tell me the truth!” 

Krishna then started crying and replied, “O 
Mother! When you ran for protecting the milk 
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Yasoda and her beloved Gopal 
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from boiling over, your foot pushed over one 
of the pots and broke it. What mischief have I 
done in that? Moreover, that monkey, who was 
inspired by the Supreme Lord himself, started 
stealing butter from our home. When I was 
taking back the butter from him, you saw me. 
Now tell me, what mischief have I done in that? 
Seeing that you were carrying that heavy stick 
in your hands, I had no option but to run away. 
However, you still continued running after me 
like a heartless person.” 

atha sanutapam iva mata praha — re vaco- 
yuktimattama corottama! tv am narottama-jato’pi 
vanara-priyo vanara-prakrtir evasi. sutas tu sa-bhayam 
sabhaya-pradanam apy uvaca — tato vanam eva 
pravisya sthasyami. 

Thereafter, Mother Yasoda, lamenting her 
actions a little, said sincerely to her son, “O 
most expert logician! O best amongst all 
thieves! Although you are the son of Vrajaraj 
Nanda Maharaja, you still show affection for 
the monkeys. Your nature is just like a monkey. 
Maybe you should stay in the forest.” 

Krishna replied, “If you think that I am like a 
monkey, then so be it! From today I shall go to 
the forest and live with them.” 

atha mata sabhayam cintitavatl, kojanlyat, kuryad 
apldam manl. tarhi tan-nibandhanam bandhanam 
eva sandheyam. 

Hearing this, Mother Yasoda thought “He 
might end up doing exactly that. In order to 
prevent him from escaping to the forest, it 
is better to tie him up.” In this way, Mother 
Yasoda tied her son to the mortar. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from the Sanskrit available at 
http: //www. granthamandira .com 
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Take Care of your Health 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

You have no sufficient warm cloth, so you 
are affected by the cold. You must arrange for 
warm clothes. You must take care of your health. 
yuktahara-viharasya yogo bhavati duhkha-ha. In 
the Bhagavad-gita it is said that you should take 
food just to maintain your health nicely. Similarly, 
other necessities of the body must be taken care of. 
If you become diseased, then how can you execute 
Krishna consciousness? Just like this devotee could 
not go out today. So we must be careful. We should 
not eat more or less. Better eat less than eat more. 
You’ll not die by eating less, but you may die by 
eating more. (Lecture, Los Angeles, 29 April 1973.) 

Sanatan Goswami’s body was all covered with 
wet itches. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was embracing 
him and the wetness was sticking to the Lord’s 
body. Sanatan Goswami felt very ashamed, “I am 
suffering from itches, and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
is embracing me, and the wetness is smearing 
all over his body. How unfortunate I am!” So he 
decided, “Tomorrow I shall commit suicide instead 
of allowing myself to be embraced by Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu.” The next day, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
inquired, “You have decided to commit suicide. Do 
you think this body is yours?” Sanatan Goswami 

next column 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


was silent. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu said, “You have 
already dedicated this body to me. How you can 
kill it?” From that day, the itches were cured. Those 
who are Krishna conscious, who are working 
for Krishna, they should not think that the body 
belongs to themselves. It is already dedicated to 
Krishna. It must be kept very carefully, without 
any neglect. Just like you are taking care of the 
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temple because it is Krishna’s place, similarly you 
should also take care of the body. We should not 
overly care for it, but some care we should take so 
that we may not fall ill. (Lecture, Los Angeles, 29 
April 1973.) 

If you do it very carefully then you’ll never 
become diseased. Take simple food, stay neat 
and clean, and then you’ll not catch any disease. 
Everything depends on eating simply to keep 
proper health. But these things can be simplified 
when life is simple. If you go to work in office at 
an odd time, then so many things become topsy¬ 
turvy. But if you depend on yourself, either as a 
brdhmana or ksatriya , you haven’t got to depend 
on others, and then you can do all your activities 
in a timely manner. Now you have to go fifty miles 
at least to attend the office. In your country, this 
is the system. In New York I have seen. They are 
coming from Long Island. Three or four hours to 
go to work, and again three or four hours to re¬ 
turn home. And at work they spend eight hours. 
Then what is the value of his life? He is shattered. 
He has no other solace than wine, and he has no 
other culture. (Room Conversation, New Mayapur, 
2 August 1976.) 

Regarding sleeping, there is no need of confu¬ 
sion on this subject. At this stage, if we do not 
take sufficient rest we shall fall ill. There is no 
need of forcing the matter. One should take rest 
enough to keep in good health. Sleeping two 
hours out of 24 is a later, natural development. 
For the present, take six hours sleep at night. 
That is enough. And if necessary, take another 
hour during the day. If chanting rounds at night 
is not a disturbance to your daily schedule, then 
it is all right. But by perseverance and rigid fol¬ 
lowing of devotional service your demands for 
extra hours sleeping will automatically diminish. 
(Letter to Rudra, 9 March 1970.) 

In the beginning, because we are accustomed to 
eating voraciously, we don’t try to eat less artificially. 
We eat, but we try to minimize it gradually. There¬ 
fore, there are prescriptions for fasting at least twice 
in a month. And there are some other fasting days 
as well. The more you can reduce your sleeping 
and eating, the more you can keep good health, 
especially for spiritual purposes. But it is not to be 
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done artificially. When you advance, naturally you’ll 
feel detached, just like Raghunath Das Goswami. 
(Lecture, Los Angeles, 17 February 1969.) 0 

Short by Two Fingers 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur 
Sarartha DarsinI commentary on 
SrTmad Bhagavatam 10.9.18 

tatas caho manimayan atidlrgha-kihkinl- 
vestitavalagnasydsyagrha-sthita-sarva-damabhir 
api yad bandhanam na nispadyate, tad asya 
subham. yat balakasya lalata-patre vidhatra 
bandhanam na likhitam ity anumlyate tad ita 
udyamatpriya-sakhi yasode viramyatam iti 

purandhri-jana-prabodhitayapi yasodayadya 
sandhya-paryantam apy etad-grama-sthair 
api damabhir grathitair etad udarasyavadhir 
adhijigamisamya iti 

praudha-vadavatya putrabhimatya paramesvara- 
bandhanodyame hy aparityakte sati bhakta- 
bhagavator madhye bhakta-hatha eva tisthed 
ity ato matuh sramam alaksya matr-vatsalo 
bhagavan eva sva-hatham tatjajety aha—sa iti. 

svamatur iti ca pathah. krpayeti sarva-sakti- 
cakravartim parama-bhasvatt krpa-saktir eva 
bhagavac-cittam navamtam iva vidrutitknya tatra 
svayam pradurbhuya purvodbhute satya-sahkalpata 
vibhuta-sakti tatra sahasaivantardhapayamasety 
arthah. atra parisramam iti krpayety abhyam 
dvy-ahgula-nyunata samahita bhakta-nistha 
bhajanottha srantis tad-darsanottha sva-nistha 
krpa ceti dvabhyam eva bhagavan baddho bhavet. 

te dve yavan nabhutam tavad dvy-ahgula- 
nyunata asit. tayor udbhutayos tu baddho’bhud iti 
premna sva-baddhena prakara sva-matari svayam 
udahno bhagavateti jheyam. 

(When Mother Yashoda was unable to tie up 
Krishna due to the rope being short by two fingers, 
the gopts said): “As you cannot bind Krishna even 
with all the ropes in the house, it must be concluded 
that it is his good fortune that it should not be. Listen 
Yashoda, give up this attempt!” 

Though the village women advised in this way, 
Yashoda was determined, “Even if evening comes 
and I tie together all the ropes in the entire village, I 
must find out just once the extent of my son’s waist.” 
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Breaking the twin Arjuna trees 


Yashoda wanted to teach a lesson to her son. In 
her persistence, she would not give up her attempt 
to bind the Lord. In the competition between Krish¬ 
na and his devotee, the devotee’s determination 
always prevails. Thus, seeing his mother’s fatigue, 
Lord Krishna gave up his own persistence, became 
merciful, and allowed himself to be tied. 

Krishna’s mercy, which reigns as the king of all his 
potencies and illuminates all others, melts the heart of 
the Lord and turns it into butter. The appearance of 
Krishna’s mercy made his satya-sahkalpa-sakti, po¬ 
tency of transcendental conviction, and vibhuti-sakti, 
potency of grandeur and magnificence, immediately 
disappear. The distance of two fingers was filled up 
by the devotee’s effort, parisramam , and the Lord’s 
causeless mercy, krsna-krpa. 

It is the bhakta-nistha, firm faith of the devotee 
seen in his tireless endeavors to worship the Lord, 
and the sva-nistha, steadiness of the Lord in bestow¬ 
ing his mercy upon seeing the devotee’s effort and 
fatigue, that caused Krishna to be bound. In the ab¬ 
sence of these two, the rope would have remained 
two fingers too short. But when bhakta-nistha and 
sva-nistha are present, the Lord can be bound. In this 
pastime, Krishna showed Yashoda and the whole 
world that only love can bind the Supreme Lord. 

— Translated by Bhanu Swami. Edited and Published by 
Mahanidhi Swami. 2004. Sanskrit taken from http://www. 
granthamandira. com 
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Radha Binds Damodara 

Srila Jiva Goswami’s 
Sri Radha-krsnarcana-dlpika 119-127 

balye ’pi bhagavan krsnas tarunam rupam asritah 
rente viharair vividhaih priyaya saha radhaya 

ekada karttike masi paurnamdsydrh mahotsavah 
asm nanda-grhe. ity adau 

tasmin dine ca bhagavan ratrau radha-grham yayau 
sa ca kruddha tam udare kahci-damna babandha ha 

krsnas tu saw am avedya nija-geha-mahotsavam 
priyarh prasadayamasa tatah sa tam avocayat 

idam covaca tah krsnah preyasiprita-manasah 
kahci-dama tvaya tanvi udare yan mayarpitam 

damodareti me nama priyam tena subhanane 
natah pritikaram nama mama lokesu vidyate 

nityam etatprajapatyam sawa-siddhir bhavisyati 
bhaktim ca durlabham prapya mama loke mahiyate 

ulukhale yada matra baddho ’ham bhavita priye 
udare damabhir loke tada vyaktam bhavisyati 

anena nama-mantrena yo ’smin masi tvaya saha 
mam arcayed vidhanena sa labhet sawa-vahchitam 

In Goloka Vrindavan, Lord Krishna eternally as¬ 
sumes a youthful form. In this form, he enjoys in var¬ 
ious ways along with his beloved Srimati Radhika. 
Once during the Karttika month, he stayed home 
to celebrate the festival arranged by Paurnamasi. 

Due to the festivities that day, he arrived late at 
night to meet Srimati Radhika. In a state of anger, she 
tied him up using her waistband as a rope. Krishna 
then narrated everything that had taken place at his 
home that caused the delay. This story appeased 
her, after which Krishna said to her, “O slender- 
waisted Radhika! I am most satisfied by this action 
of you in binding me lovingly by your waistband. O 
beautiful lady, this name of mine, ‘Damodara’, has 
now become dearer to me. In this world of mine, 
no other name is as dear to me as this name. By 
chanting this name, one will always have children 
and will attain all perfection along with the rarest 
forms of devotional service. One will also be able to 
stay eternally in my abode by chanting these names. 

“In the near future, when Mother Yashoda 
will bind me to the mortar, this name of mine 
will be manifest in the material world. In this 
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Radha was angry with Krishna for coming late 

month of Karttika , one who worships me with 
you according to the rules of the scriptures will 
attain the fulfillment of all desires.” 0 


I MEDITATE ON RaDHA-DaMODARA 
Bhavisyottara Purana 

sahketavasare cyute pranayatah samrabdhaya 
radhaya 

prarabhya bhru-kutim hiranya-rasana-damna 
nibaddhodaram 

karttikyam jananl-krtotsava-vara-prastavana- 
puwakam 

catuniprathayantam atma-pulakam dhyayema 
damodaram 

Having missed a rendezvous with Srimati Rad- 
hika, he was passionately frowned upon by her 
and was subsequently bound up by her golden 
waistband. He then proceeded to offer the expla¬ 
nation that his delay was due to the great festival 
of the Karttika month that was being celebrated by 
his mother. I meditate on him, who thus became 
known as Damodara, who in this bound condition 
offered many excellent words of flattery with erect 
goose bumps on his body. 0 

— Cited in the commentary on Krsna-Karnamrta by Srila 
Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami, verse 110. Translated by Hari 
Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at http://www. 
granthamandira. com 


— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
http://www. granthamandira. com 


0 


Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu 
A free bi-monthly service provided by: 
Gopal Jiu Publications 
c/o Sri Krishna Balarama Mandir 
National Highway No. 5, IRC Village 
Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India, 751015 

Phone: (0674) 2553250, 2557026 
Email: katha@gopaljiu.org 
Website: www.gopaljiu.org 
Subscriptions: minimag@gopaljiu.org 

Gopal Jiu Publications is a branch of the Interna¬ 
tional Society for Krishna Consciousness, Founder- 
Acharya: His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada. 

Quotations from the books, letters, and lectures of His Divine Grace A. 
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada ©Bhaktivedanta Book Tmst 
International. All other materials, unless specified, © ISKCON 
Bhubaneswar/Gopal Jiu Publications. All rights reserved. Blanket 
permission is given to redistribute Bindu in electronic or print 
form provided no changes are made to the contents. 



Unkown artist, c. 1765-70. 
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Relishing Kirtana 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I am very glad to receive your letter dated 
February 28th and have noted the contents with 
great pleasure. The transcendental experience 
which you had during kirtana performance 
at Loyola University is very nice. Relishing the 
transcendental sweetness of krsna-kirtana is only 
possible when one is actually advanced towards 
perfection. Srila Rupa Goswami used to say that 
if he possessed millions of ears and billions of 
tongues he could relish the chanting of the Hare 
Krishna mantra. In the conditioned stage we chant 
the Hare Krishna mantra officially without any 
attachment and try to finish the rounds as soon as 
possible. Sometimes we also forget to chant the 
prescribed number of rounds. Even at the last stage 
of his life Haridas Thakur was chanting 300,000 
beads. Lord Chaitanya personally asked him not 
to labor so hard, but Haridas Thakur said that he 
would continue the practice until the end of his 
life. So that is the position of transcendental taste. 
Please therefore chant very sincerely with your 
present aptitude of mind, and Krishna will bless 
you more and more in understanding this secret 
of transcendental vibration. Of course, sometimes 
the public may misunderstand such tears of bliss, 
so it may be better to check such things from the 
vision of ordinary persons. Regarding the strange 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


colors, etc., it is better that when you see all these 
things that you chant and hear. That will help you 
to understand what they are. (Also it may be some 
effects of your past drugs habit.) 0 
— Letter to a new devotee, 11 March 1969. 
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Mood of the Vaishnavas 

Sri Srimad 

Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Mahaprabhu has taught in Siksastaka(Cc. adi 17.31): 

trnad api sunlcena taror api sahisnuna 
amanina manadena kirtaniyah sada harih 

This is the most important teaching in Siksastaka. 
uttama hand apanake mane trnadhama — This 
is the nature of a real vaisnava. He is the topmost 
paramahamsa, but he thinks, “I am the lowest of 
the low, much humbler than a blade of grass in the 
street. All those who are walking on the street may 
step on me.” A real vaisnava submits and tolerates 
everything. He never retaliates against anyone. 
dui-prakare sahisnuta kare vrksa-sama — One 
should be as tolerant as a tree. There are degrees of 
tolerance. A tree doesn’t ask for water. In the summer 
season when the scorching heat of the sun is drying 
everything up, the tree will never ask for water. It 
tolerates. It may dry up and die, but still it never asks 
for water. A vaisnava is as tolerant as this. 

Madhavendra Puri is the example. He never 
asked for anything. If he was hungry or thirsty he 
tolerated. He never asked Krishna to help him. One 
who tolerates like this becomes as tolerant as a tree 
and becomes much humbler than a blade of grass 
lying on the street. He can chant the pure name. 
The pure name means Krishna. So Krishna comes. 

Krishna told Madhavendra Puri, “What sort of 
sannyasi are you? A sannyasi goes out to collect 
some bhiksa, madhu-kari. You are thirsty and 
hungry. Why are you not going out to beg alms?” 

“Who are you?” 

“I am a cowherd boy. I live in this village. I tend 
the cows here.” 

“How do you know that I am hungry and thirsty?” 

“I heard. Some women were taking bath in that pond. 
They were talking amongst themselves: 'That sannyasi 
sitting underneath the tree is very hungry and thirsty.’ 
So I have brought this pot of milk for you. Take it.” 

Caitanya-caritamna (antya 20.24) states: 

yei ye magaye, tare deya apana-dhana 
gharma-vrsti sake, anera karaye raksana 
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A vaisnava is as tolerant as a tree. A tree gives its 
cool shade to whoever sits under its branches. It 
gives flowers, fruits, leaves, twigs, and branches. It 
will give its whole body for someone to cut. It never 
complains. It tolerates the scorching heat of the 
sun, torrential rain, the pelting of stones, beatings. 
He tolerates and gives everything. He always does 
good to others. A vaisnava should be like that. 

Caitanya-caritamrta (antya 20.25) states: 

uttama hand vaisnava habe nirabhimana 
jive sammdna dibejani’ ‘krsna’-adhisthana 

A vaisnava is uttama , paramahamsa , the 
topmost person, but he thinks, “I am the lowest 
of the low.” He never demands respect, rather he 
respects one and all thinking that Krishna is there in 
the heart of every living entity. He never demands 
respect. This is amani manada. 0 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar, 23 April 1992. 

Stealing the Clothes of the Gopis 

Part One 

Sri Srimad Purnachandra Das Goswami 

When the gopis were very young, they developed 
an intense love for Krishna. Hankering to directly meet 
Lord Krishna before actually meeting him is a kind of 
love in separation called purva-raga. The vraja-gopis 
desired to have a relationship with Krishna as their 
husband. Such was the desire of Dhanya Sakhi and 
the other virgin girls of Vrindavan. Individually, they 
secretly supplicated various deities with the object 
of having Krishna as their husband, but they were 
confused by the apparent failure of these efforts. 
Each of them prayed to reside in Nanda Bhavan with 
Nanda Baba and Yasodamayi as their parents-in-law 
and Krishna as their husband birth after birth. In 
due course of time, these girls met each other near 
the Yamuna. Though from different places, if many 
people simultaneously seek out the same goal, they 
come in contact with each other, just as students meet 
at the residence of their guru. When these girls met, 
they immediately felt a deep empathy for each other. 

When this friendship was established, they revealed 
their heartfelt desires to each other. Although the 
hearts of those in love may be concealed, they are 
clear to those who are experiencing the same feelings. 
One day, as they were divulging their heart’s desire 
to each other and weeping, their well-wisher Vrinda 
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The gopis plead with Krishna 

arrived there in the dress of a female ascetic. Vrinda 
had been thinking, “The mutual love between 
these girls and the prince of Vraja possesses an 
indescribable power to bring them together. This 
love is far beyond the common affection of people 
in this world. Therefore they should worship some 
other god, other than Krishna personally.” 

Upon arriving amongst the gopis , Vrinda accepted 
their respectful greetings and gave them her blessings. 
She said, “I am a resident of this forest and I couldn’t 
help but see how you are suffering due to your 
love. My heart has been torn with compassion, so I 
have come here. I ask you to carefully listen to my 
knowledge of magical ritual by which you will be able 
to fulfill your desires. It will not require extreme effort 
as you shall only have to exert yourselves for a month. 
I learned of these things from the compassionate 
Yogamaya, the reservoir of all spells and incantations, 
after I entreated her through austerities.” 

Thus thinking of the girls’ welfare, Vrinda initiated 
the gopisby whispering a mantra into their ears and 
by instructing them in the rules and regulations for 
austerities meant to accompany the chanting of the 
mantra. She then disappeared. As soon as she left, 
the gopis joyfully began applying her instructions. 
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The mothers of these young girls wanted them 
to get married and so encouraged them to perform 
worship. But the mothers were worried that any 
austerities would be too much for the girls due to their 
tender and fragile young bodies. Thus their mothers 
affectionately warned them, “How can your young 
bodies endure austerities? And how will you get the 
needed determination? We have never seen you do 
such things before.” Their mothers’ doubts, however, 
simply increased their determination to perform the 
vrata. Their mothers also asked them, “O girls, who 
will you worship? Will you worship Uma or Umapati 
or maybe Lord Brahma? What type of pujd will you 
do? Will you need any wealth to perform the pujat 
And who will be the acarya to guide you in the 
chanting of the Vedic mantras? Please consider all 
these details and then tell us your decision.” 

A vrata, vow, is specified by kdla, desa , sankalpa ,, 
mantra and ista-deva. The vraja-gopis were 
planning to perform a specific vrata , and, by the 
mercy of Vrinda-devi, they knew all of the particulars 
for that vrata. The time (kdla) was set for the first day 
of the waning moon at the beginning of the month 
of Margasirsa (November-December). The place 
C desa ) to perform it was also planned: the pristine 
and beautiful banks of the Yamuna River. Their 
sankalpa, desired goal, was deeply established in 
the core of their hearts: to attain the son of Nanda as 
their husband. The ista-deva to whom they would 
offer worship was to be goddess Katyayani, and the 
mantra they were going to chant during the offerings 
began with the words katyayani maha-maye. 

It was the first month of the Hemanta season, 
winter. The girls briefly told their mothers, “We are 
going to worship Katyayani.” They did not tell their 
mothers much more because they were afraid that 
if their mothers would keep asking questions then 
the secret in their hearts would be revealed. That is 
one of the meanings of the word gopi. The Sanskrit 
root gup means “to hide”. Therefore, a girl who hides 
her love for Sri Krishna is known as a gopi. The gopis 
knew that if one reveals the flavor of ones love to 
others, it dissipates, just as spices lose their flavor if 
the lids of their containers are not kept tightly closed. 

The vrata required that they eat only boiled 
rice and dal without any spices and to rise early 
every morning and bathe in the cold waters of the 
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Yamuna River. There on the banks of the Yamuna 
they would worship goddess Katyayani and offer 
her prayers. They walked together every morning 
at dawn to take their morning baths, and then they 
worshipped goddess Katyayani. Every morning 
they made a murti of Katyayani from sand. 

The bodies of the gopts revealed a special kind of 
beauty during this time of austerity. They did not use 
oil while bathing, and thus their skin and hair appeared 
dry, clean and fresh like asoka leaves washed by rain. 
They also did not chew any tambula, so the natural 
hue of their lips was manifest. From eating only once 
a day their bodies became thin and lost their natural 
effulgence. Seeing their emaciated condition, the 
vrajavasts felt pity for them. 

Their burning desire to obtain Krishna caused 
them to often lay awake at night. And before they 
took rest they would secretly discuss how and 
where they would meet the following morning. 
Then when they would meet in the morning they 
would respectfully greet one another and lovingly 
embrace. They would sometimes call out to each 
other by name, “O fortunate girl, where are you? 
Why are you wasting time? Come!” As they walked 
together in the early morning toward the Yamuna, 
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they would hold hands and sing songs about 
Krishna, teasing each other by exposing their own 
goals in song. Because they were effulgent, they 
appeared like a garland of lightening bolts moving 
on the earth. 

Yamuna Devi could directly perceive the desire in 
their hearts. She knew that they all wanted Krishna 
as their husband. She welcomed them with her 
waves, desiring to embrace them, and respectfully 
called, “Come, come sakhid Welcome!” When the 
eager gopts arrived at the bank of the Yamuna, 
they immediately threw off their woolen cadars, 
revealing their thin white underclothes for bathing. 
Thus they appeared more beautiful than fallen snow. 
Shivering and sighing due to the chill morning air, 
the young girls smiled and giggled at one another 
upon noticing that their friends felt the same way. 
Their lips quivered, revealing their jasmine bud-like 
teeth. They further reacted to the cold, making a 
comic scene by slapping their arms together and 
crossing their legs in a contorted, humorous fashion. 
They offered obeisances to Yamuna Devi before 
entering the river, and after bathing they gleefully 
ran back up the river bank, feeling elated at having 
bravely tolerated her icy waters. 

After coming out, the water dripping from their 
garments fell onto the earth. It appeared that their 
garments were shedding tears after being tortured by 
the cold water. As they gracefully dried themselves 
with soft cloths, the gopts looked very beautiful. Their 
beauty was enhanced by their chanting of the sweet 
names of Krishna. The sweetness from their breath 
attracted bees that flew in front of their faces. But the 
gopts became annoyed, blinking and twitching their 
eyebrows, because the bees were creating a breeze 
by flapping their wings. Feeling compassionate, 
Suryadev gradually dispersed their chill by caressing 
them with his gentle, warm rays. Thus Suryadev 
offered more affection for the gopts than to his own 
daughter Yamuna Devi. (To be continued.) 0 
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Become Attached to Krishna 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Asakti means attachment. Some persons are 
attached to their family, some to society, some to 
nation, some to business, and some to so many things. 
But to make your life perfect you have to transfer 
that asakti to Krishna. In the Western countries I 
have seen that most people have no attachment to 
family, but because asakti is there, everyone keeps 
a dog. So they are accustomed to apply their asakti 
to cats and dogs. That means that asakti cannot be 
finished. That is not possible. So you haven’t got to 
learn what is asakti Asakti is there. Everyone has 
got experience. Simply that asakti , that tendency of 
attachment, should be transferred to Krishna. That 
is Vrindavan life. In Vrindavan the center of asakti is 
Krishna. Nanda Maharaja and Mother Yasoda have 
asakti for Krishna. The young girls of Vrindavan have 
asakti for Krishna. The cowherd boys have asakti 
for Krishna. The trees of Vrindavan have asakti for 
Krishna. The fruits and flowers of Vrindavan have 
asakti for Krishna. The Yamuna River has asakti for 
Krishna. So if you make Krishna your central point of 
asakti , then you can create Vrindavan anywhere. This 
is the success of life. We have to change our asakti 
to Krishna. That is the highest form of mystic yoga. 

... This Krishna consciousness movement means 
to educate people how to become attached to 
Krishna. But if one does not know what is Krishna, 
there is no question of increasing ones asakti for 
Krishna. 0 (Lecture in Sanand, 27 December 1972.) 

next column 
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Gopi Vastraharana Lila 
Part Two 

Sri Srimad Purnachandra Goswami 
Katyayani Puja 

They chose a quiet, secluded place for the 
katyayani-puja. It was a pure place, free from the 
contamination of river foam and the footprints of 
birds or animals. One gopi asked, “Are we going 
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to worship Katyayani separately or are we going to 
do it all together? We should decide now because 
we don’t want to make any mistakes.” Another gopt 
answered, “We should do it together because to 
worship separately is not very good. Worshipping 
together will be more beneficial.” 

The deity of goddess Katyayani was fashioned out 
of sand from the bank of the Yamuna. As the vraja- 
kumarts did this, they chanted lovely verses praising 
Krishna. But even before they established the deity 
with mantras , they sensed that Katyayani was present 
and thus felt successful that she is already pleased. 
This encouraged them from the very beginning. 

The young gopts started the puja by chanting 
a mantra to invoke the deity’s presence. They 
beckoned her, “Please come Devi! Please come and 
accept this murti. Please help me to come close 
to Krishna. I offer my obeisances unto you.” After 
welcoming her by bathing her feet with water, they 
offered arghya , acamana&nd madhuparka. While 
offering these preliminary sweet items, the gopts 
prayed to taste Krishna’s sweet lips. 

They began worshipping Katyayani in an 
extremely elaborate way, expressing their heart-felt 
desires while doing so. The lotus-eyed girls offered 
a sari woven with golden threads, and prayed, “O 
Devi! Please accept this golden sari. And please 
arrange that my clothes will be exchanged with 
Krishna’s clothes.” They brought flawless jewels 
and ornaments, and prayed, “Please adorn yourself 
with these priceless ornaments. And please adorn 
me with the nectar of Krishna’s limbs.” They offered 
fragrant ointments made of aguru , camphor and 
musk, and prayed, “O Devi! I anoint you with these 
rich ointments. Please arrange that I will become 
anointed with the touch of Krishna’s limbs.” 

They began offering sandalwood paste, incense, 
flowers, ghee lamps, fruit, betel nuts, milk, butter, 
bananas, coconuts, mung-dal , rock candy, sun- 
dried rice, and cakes soaked in sugar water. They 
decorated her with new leaves from the trees and 
with garlands they had strung. They also offered 
various clothing, ornaments and cooked food like 
malpua , sweet rice, amna-keli, and many different 
kinds of cakes. They prayed, “Please accept all 
of these offerings, dear goddess Katyayani, and 
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please bestow upon me the remnants from the 
lotus mouth of the ever-youthful Krishna.” Then 
they chanted with great feeling the mantra found in 
SrtmadBhagavatam (10.22.4) and other scriptures: 

katyayani maha-maye maha-yoginy adhisvari 
nanda-gopa-sutam devipatim me kuru te namah 

“O goddess Katyayani! O great potency of the Lord! O 
possessor of great mystic power and mighty controller 
of all! Please make the son of Nanda Maharaja my 
husband! I offer my obeisances unto you.” 

Goddess Katyayani might object, “But when you 
say kuru, 'Please do it!’ what do you want from 
me? You should be allowed to marry whomever 
you wish. I shall simply inspire your parents to 
arrange it. Therefore you should rather use the 
words, 'please cause someone to do it’.” 

Anticipating this objection, the gopts spoke this 
verse in agitation. “My connection with him should 
be immediately arranged by you, rather than with 
the unnecessary disturbance of my parents. After all, 
I am extremely anxious and cannot wait any longer. 
Besides, Krishna has not yet taken initiation and thus is 
not ready for formal marriage. O goddess, without the 
formal marriage ceremony, simply by the Gandharva 
rite, please make him my husband.” 

The word adhtsvart in the above prayer implies 
that, “There is nothing impossible for you.” But 
the goddess may object, “How can your desire to 
have intimate association with Krishna come to 
pass without your parents even knowing?” The 
gopts reply by the word maha-mayd\ “By the 
power of illusion you should bewilder everyone so 
that no member of the cowherd community may 
cause them to surmise my marriage. They should 
not be able to ascertain the secret of my intimate 
association with Krishna. The status of being a 
husband can be achieved without marriage, and 
thus there is no harm even if I am formally married 
to some other cowherd man.” In this way, each of 
the gopts separately meditated on the meaning of 
the mantra. 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravartipad has commented 
that the gopts were not actually worshipping maha- 
maya, but rather yoga-maya. This is clear since the 
gopts are such exalted devotees of the Lord that they 
could never be in contact with the material energy. 
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And they certainly do not need to worship maya-devi. 
Yogamaya in Vrindavan is Paurnamasi and in other 
places she expands as Subhadra or Ekanamsa. 

Hypothetically, there is no fault even if they were 
worshipping mahd-mdyd, since the inhabitants 
of Vraja are performing the pastime of acting as 
members of ordinary society. Furthermore, we have 
the statement of Sri Vaisnava-tosani , Srila Sanatan 
Goswami’s commentary on the tenth canto, that 
some persons may think that this Durga is mahd- 
mdyd. But because such an idea is contrary, such 
persons are unable to touch even a faint trace of a 
taste of the gopid love for Krishna. 

After offering arati and finishing their prayers, 
the gopis paid their obeisances and offered the 
deity of Katyayani into the Yamuna. Throughout 
the entire month, the vraja-kumaris kept their 
enthusiasm, and even increased the standard of 
worship. Every day at dawn the young girls of 
Vrindavan village would come to the Yamuna and 
perform the same activities. The common folk 
thought that they were trying to obtain wealth, 
but they had no desire for wealth. 

Just before the end of the month, the gopis received 
the mercy of Katyayani. Katyayani reciprocated 
with the young vraja-kumarisby appearing in their 
minds. She spoke to each of them thusly, “O young 
girls, you are the topmost attraction for Krishna’s 
conjugal love. You will attain all good fortune by 
worshiping Krishna. Your sincere prayers indicate 
your strong longings for Krishna. Your prayers also 
make me glorious. Very soon you will all attain 
Krishna’s association according to your individual 
tastes. Now you can complete your austerities.” 

The Last Day 

When the gop A received this revelation, they became 
greatly encouraged and finished the last few days of 
the vrata. Then, on the last day, which was Purnima , 
they went to take their final bath. The Bhagavatam 
tells us that they were bathing naked every day. To 
celebrate the successful completion of their vow, 
they, all having the same idea in mind, invited the 
daughter of Vrishabhanu, Sri Radhika, who along 
with her prominent sakhis was a special object of 
their affection. They brought these special gqpzswith 
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them to the river that last morning. This statement 
indicates that Sri Radhika was not performing this 
vrata daily along with them because she and her 
girlfriends were already betrothed to be married. 

The significance of the gopi s’ inviting Sri Radha 
and her sakhis to the last day of their vrata is that 
one cannot enter vraja-lila without the sanction 
and assistance of Vraja’s eternal residents. Therefore 
a sadhaka takes shelter of a nitya-siddha associate 
of Sri Radha and Sri Krishna and prays for that 
associate’s mercy to be accepted into the specific 
group desired. Srila Prabhupada describes: 

“The vrndavana-vasis — mother Yasoda, Krishna’s 
friends, and Krishna’s conjugal lovers, the younger 
gopis with whom he dances — have very intimate 
relationships with Krishna, and if one follows in the 
footsteps of these devotees, Krishna is available. 
Although the nitya-siddha expansions of Krishna always 
remain with Krishna, if those engaged in sadhana- 
siddhi follow in the footsteps of Krishna’s nitya-siddha 
associates, such sadhana-siddhas also can easily attain 
Krishna without difficulty.” [Purport to Bhag. 10.9.21] 

On that last morning, the gopis felt quivering in 
their left arms, eyes and thighs. This is auspicious for 
ladies, whereas quivering on the right side would 
indicate inauspiciousness. They were happily 
playing in the water that morning, feeling successful 
in the fulfillment of their vow. Their playing in the 
water was meant to serve as their avabhriha-snana , 
the ceremonial bath taken immediately upon the 
completion of a Vedic sacrifice. 

Krishna knew and understood everything about 
the gopid desires and austerities, and he went to the 
bank of the Yamuna with four young boys to award 
the gopis the results of their loving endeavors. The 
four boys, whose names were Sridama, Sudama, 
Vasudama and Kinkini, are known to be the 
external manifestations of Krishna’s intelligence, 
ego, heart and mind. From the moment of their 
departure, the boys, being enthusiastic, kept asking 
him, “Where are we going? Where are we going?” 
until they finally arrived at the Yamuna. 

Srila Sanatan Goswami and Srila Jiva Goswami have 
written that these boys were four or five years old, 
which makes their presence completely inoffensive. 
Srila Kavi Karnapur further describes that these boys 
were friends from the same group who were tending 
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the cows that day along with Krishna. According to 
Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur, however, these 
boys were even younger, only two or three years old. 
As such they could not even judge the difference 
between a boy and a girl. He writes that they had left 
their homes completely naked in the usual fashion of 
young village boys. These little boys from Vrindavan 
were so attached to Krishna that when he left the 
village to herd the cows in the pasturing grounds, 
they had to follow him, not being able to tolerate 
his absence. Either way, Krishna arranged younger 
friends to accompany him that morning because 
the gopts would be too embarrassed if older boys 
were present. 

The goptsi prema had reached its goal because they 
had no other desire. This is necessary for success on 
the path of bhakti. Srila Rupa Goswami has defined 
uttama-bhakti as anyabhilasita-sunyam, devoid of 
any other desires. Ones bhakti must gradually become 
one-pointed, and Krishna often helps his devotees 
to achieve this stage by taking everything else away 
from them. This is his special mercy. In this way, 
Bhagavan Sri Krishna is more assertive in dragging 
his devotee to perfection than the Paramatma, who 
simply fulfills desires. Srila Kaviraja Goswami has 
written in Caitanya-caritamrta madhya 22.38-39: 
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Krishna stole the clothes of the gopts 


krsna kahe, — ‘ama bhaje, mage visaya-sukha 
amrta chadi’ visa mage, — ei bada murkha 

ami — vijna, ei murkhe ‘visaya’ kene diba? 
sva-caranamrta diya ‘visaya ’ bhulaiba 

Krishna says, “If one engages in my transcendental 
loving service but at the same time wants the opulence 
of material enjoyment, he is very, very foolish. Indeed, 
he is just like a person who gives up ambrosia to drink 
poison. Since I am very intelligent, why should I give 
this fool material prosperity? Instead I shall induce him 
to take the nectar of the shelter of my lotus feet and 
make him forget illusory material enjoyment.” 

This scenario is for very sincere devotees. Srila 
Prabhupada has commented on this verse as follows: 

Of course, sometimes if a devotee is very sincere, the 
Lord, as a special favor to him, refuses to fulfill his 
material desires and directly blesses him with pure, 
unalloyed devotional service. [Purport to Bhag. 8.16.21] 

Because of the strong, pure love of the gopts , 
Krishna left his cowherd friends and Balaram to 
reciprocate with them. 

(to be continued) 0 

Only a Vaishnava 

Padma Pur ana 6.253-27 

mahakula-prasuto ’pi sarva-yajhesu diksitah 
sahasra-sakhadhyayi ca na guruh syad avaisnavah 

Even though born in a exalted caste, having been 

initiated in all the Vedic sacrifices, and having studied 

thousands of branches of the Vedas, a non -vaisnava 

should never accept the position of guru. 0 

— Quoted in Hari-bhakti-vilasa 1.54. Sanskrit transliteration 
from Gaudiya Grantha Mandir: http://www.granthamandira.com. 
Translated by Hari Parshad Das. 
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Chanting and Remembering 

His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Hearing the vibration of Hare Krishna automatically 
reminds one of Krishna’s pastimes. Both of them arise 
simultaneously in the mind when one is sincerely 
chanting. You cannot make any distinction between 
listening to the sound and thinking of the pastimes. 
But the process is to hear, and then Krishna’s pastimes, 
form, qualities, etc., will automatically come to mind. 0 

— Letter to Satsvarupa, 10 April 1969. 

Tolerance and Respect 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Bhaktivinode Thakur has sung in Kalyana- 
kalpataru (3.2.8): 

‘ami ta’ vaisnava’, e buddhi ha-ile, 

amdni nd ha ’ba ami 

pratisthasa asi’, hrdaya dusibe, 

ha-iba niraya-gami 

If I say, “I am vaisnava then I cannot become 
amdni and manada • I’ll be unable to offer respect 
to others. Rather, I will demand respect, “Hey, don’t 
you know I am vaisnava? You should pay respect to 
me, you rascal! Don’t you know who I am?” Then, 
pratisthasa asi hrdaya dusibe ha-ibe niraya-gami 

— I will mn after name, fame, and adoration. If I do 
that then my heart will be polluted and I’ll go to hell. 

Then Bhaktivinode further describes: 

amdni manada, ha-ile kirtane, 

adhikara dibe tumi 

next column 



His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

tomara carane, niskapate ami, 

kahdiya lutiba bhumi 

“O gum and Gauranga, only if I develop the mood 
of trnad api sunicena taror iva sahisnuna amanina 
manada will I get the adhikara , qualification, for 
chanting ‘hare krsna Please grant this to me, otherwise 
I will not be able to chant without duplicity. If you grant 
me that mercy, then with a simple heart I will shed tears 
and roll on the ground at the lotus feet of gum and 
Gauranga.” This is the mood. One who has this mood 
gets Krishna. One who has gotten Krishna can stay 
anywhere, in a palatial building or underneath a tree. 

Devotee: One vaisnava said that if someone 
wants to take my watch, I won’t give it. There will 
be some fight. I’ll punch the person in the face. 

Gour Govinda Swami: No, that is not proper. If 
someone abuses or beats you then you should tolerate. 
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Devotee: But if I see that a vaisnava has been 
attacked by somebody... 

Gour Govinda Swami: If we see that a vaisnava 
is being persecuted, we cannot tolerate it; Krishna 
cannot tolerate it. It is our duty to give protection. 
But the vaisnava who is being persecuted, he will 
tolerate with no complaint. 

Devotee: I’ve heard the example given of a 
snake. Sometimes we should act like a snake if 
someone is harassing us or causing disturbance. 

Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, there is a story. Once 
there was a very big poisonous snake that was 
biting innocent men and animals. Narada Muni 
came, “Hey! What are you doing? Why are you 
killing innocent persons and animals? Don’t do that. 
You must tolerate. Don’t bite anyone.” 

The snake thought, “All right. If a sadhus&ys, then I’ll 
not do it.” So from that day he gave up biting. He just 
lay there as if dead. Some naughty boys came with a 
big stick and began pelting the snake with stones. He 
tolerated it, thinking, “Narada Muni has instmcted me, 
so I won’t bite. ” Then they came and started dancing on 
his body. Still he tolerated. His bones were broken and 
he became skinny. Finally, after two or three weeks, 
Narada Muni came and found him, “What happened?” 

“You said that I should not bite anyone. Some 
naughty boys are coming and are dancing on my 
body, beating me, and pelting me with stones.” 

Narada said, “I said that you should not bite, but 
I never told you not to hiss! Don’t bite anyone, but 
you should hiss. Then they’ll become frightened 
and leave you alone. 0 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar on 23 April 1992. 

Gopi Vastraharana Lila 
Part Three 

Sri Srimad Purnachandra Goswami 

Transcendental Thievery 

Krishna crept like a thief while the gopts were 
bathing. But first he tied his beautiful thick black hair 
under his turban, pulled up his dhoti, and took off 
his ankle bells. Krishna flashed a stern look towards 
his small, giggling friends to quiet them. He crouched 
down and cast smiling, mischievous glances as he 
carefully tiptoed towards the gopts ’clothes. Assuming 
the mood of a thief, he expertly snatched the gopts’ 
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clothes even though they were placed in full view, 
slung them over his shoulders and stealthily returned 
to his spot under a Kadamba tree. He turned to 
his little friends, “Shhhhhhh! Keep quiet!” He then 
climbed to the top of the Kadamba tree. 

He sat on a branch in the tree, looked at the gopts 
and listened to them as they chattered in the water. 
As the gopts wove bathing they glanced around and 
suddenly noticed that their clothes were gone. They 
thought, “Oh! Who took our clothes!? There’s no 
one here except the rays of the sun, and there are 
no footprints on the sandy banks except those of 
birds. Maybe the demigods have come and hidden 
them because when they visit the earth, their feet 
never touch the ground. So maybe it was them. ” The 
gopts quickly looked around in all directions. Their 
glances appeared like glittering saphari fish darting 
back and forth. Not seeing their clothes, they sunk 
into an ocean of sorrow. Sri Krishna, however, took 
on a very beautiful glow as he sat in the kadamba 
tree. He laughed loudly followed by his little friends. 

The gopts recognized the deep laughter of Krishna, 
and they looked at one another innocently. But since 
they noticed that their clothes were not there, they 
lowered themselves into the water. For a moment 
they stood mid-stream, lowering their eyes, but as 
they started to feel the cold, they glanced up into the 
kadamba tree where Krishna had now come out in the 
open, sitting on a branch in order to be seen by them. 

As Krishna looked down from the kadamba tree at 
the faces of the girls standing in the water, his eyes 
became like bumblebees drinking the nectar of lotus 
flowers. Meanwhile, the eyes of the girls became like 
chataka birds thirstily looking at a cloud. 

The little boys laughed uproariously. The girls 
became enraged, and said, “These deeds of yours 
will surely be well thought of by the village elders.” 

The boys, who had been well-trained by 
Krishna, responded, “We haven’t got the slightest 
idea about what deeds should or should not be 
done. So we have come here to learn from you, 
and we have certainly been doing so.” 

Embarrassed by the boys’ words, the gopts looked at 
each other and then said, “We see that you have learned 
your lessons well. Go and repeat them in the village. 
That will surely enhance your guru’s reputation.” 
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Krishna speaking with the gopis 


The young boys again repeated what Krishna had 
told them to say: “We don’t know why you chide 
us in this way, for you are aquatic creatures while 
we are residents of the treetops.” 

The girls answered, “You climb trees, and this is 
indeed a fitting display of a plunderer’s prowess. 
Having been robbed, however, our poverty is 
proven by our immersion in the water.” 

Divine Joking 

Then Krishna himself began to address the gopis 
as follows, “O girls of Vraja, do you know who 
might have taken these clothes and placed them 
on the branches of this tree? I was grazing my 
cows far away, and seeing these clothes I thought, 
'What is this new kind of kadamba tree that bears 
different kinds of clothes as its fruits and flowers?’ 
Curious to see this wonder, I quickly came here 
and climbed this tree.” 

The gopis replied, “But all these garments belong 
to us, so don’t speak like this. Surely, you have stolen 
them and taken them up there. Why have you taken 
them so high on the branches of the kadamba tree?” 

Krishna said, “That may be true. But I, the thief 
who is the son of King Nanda, reserve the right to 
make this accusation.” 

“But, our dear boy, please control your mind. Just 
look at the garments and consider whether they 
belong to women or men.” 

Krishna, “Well, indeed, intelligent girls, it does 
seem that they are women’s garments. But what 
does that mean? Are you the only women in this 
world? Aren’t there any others?” 
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“Dear boy, there are indeed others, but what 
other ladies besides us young gopis are coming to 
this solitary place in the forest?” 

Krishna, “O my dear young travelers to secluded 
places, why is it that you and no one else are 
playing in this secret place?” 

“O wise boy, we have come here for a different 
purpose, not to play. Rather, we have come here 
to worship Durga, the presiding deity of this tree.” 

Krishna, “So you are just worshipers of Durga?” 

“Yes, we are nothing else.” 

Krishna, “Well, then, foolish girls, you should know 
that goddess Durga is worshiped every midnight by 
demigoddesses who come here in their airplanes.” 

“That is all right. Let them do their worship. 
But why would these demigoddesses leave their 
clothing to the goddess Durga when they go away?” 

Krishna, “Come now, girls, you do not understand 
the facts of the matter. They’re coming back this 
very night to worship her again. They have left 
them to put on after they’ve taken their bath here.” 

“But, our dear Krishna, you are the one who does 
not understand the facts. While taking bath, they 
have been put here today by us who are going to 
perform worship. The garments have been taken 
and placed on the high branches of the tree by the 
presiding deity of this forest.” 

Krishna, “Truly, if you each come at your leisure 
and pick out your own respective garments from all 
of these, and then, taking a vow of confidence, each 
of you offer some payment as retribution to satisfy me, 
who have kept watch over your property, then I will 
give the garments back to you and you may take them 
away.” Krishna thought, “If they all come in two’s or 
three’s, that would be risky because such girls might 
be greedy for clothes and take more than their share.” 

The gopis objected, “We are not capable of 
coming there.” 

Krishna (laughing), “O girls, I know that it is 
because of being fatigued from your austerities that 
you cannot come here. But then I will not give you 
these clothes, and what can you do to me, who am 
stronger than you?” 

“But we cannot trust your words since you are 
so duplicitous.” 
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“I vow that I am telling the truth. Besides, I can see 
that you have become quite emaciated by your vow. ” 

“But we cannot have faith even in your vow, 
because you simply speak falsely.” 

Krishna openly said, “I cannot think of any time 
that I spoke falsely from the time I took birth until 
my present age.” 

“What evidence do you have of this?” 

Krishna answered, “These young boys are 
witnesses. They naturally remember whatever they 
have seen, and they also speak honestly.” 

The gopts objected, “But they know your 
intentions, and thus they have adopted the same 
vocation as you. So just throw the garments out 
here into the water, or else send one of the young 
boys to give them to us.” 

Krishna insisted, “Come, come now! It is 
impossible for me to tell which garments are yours 
and which belong to someone else. So how can I 
just throw them to you?” 

The gopts countered, “Such religious persons as 
us would never even touch with our fingernails 
someone else’s property.” 
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Krishna concluded, “Therefore I say that you should 
come forward and pick out your garments. Each 
finding your own garment, you may take them back. 
After all, I also have principles: I never give, take, or 
even touch any clothing belonging to someone else.” 

The gopts maintained, “But out of fear that you 
will forcefully play some trick on us, we aristocratic 
maidens are not going to come near you.” 

Krishna responded, “Hmm. I have a suggestion: 
First, one you who is less important may come 
forward, and when I do not play any trick on her, 
the others may also safely come forward.” 

The gopts were astounded how Krishna had 
unlimited arguments. Surely they had met their match. 
They remained standing in the water up to their necks, 
appearing like a row of beautiful blue lotuses. 

Krishna continued, “O slender-waisted ones, since 
the head is called 'the topmost limb’, and your heads 
are indeed very beautiful, and since you are already 
showing them to me, why be embarrassed to show 
me your other beautiful limbs in the middle?” 

The gopts were drowning in pure love of Godhead. 
In such ecstasy, they wondered, “In order to satisfy 
this boyfriend of ours, what semblances of self- 
respect will remain with us?” Externally they were 
looking at one another with embarrassment, but they 
still joked among themselves: “Alas, O lotus-eyed girl, 
He is calling you.” One said, “O thin-waisted girl, why 
don’t you go? Another said, “O Sudhamukhi! You go 
ahead since he is making us drink nectar, sudha .” 
Thus they began joking amongst themselves, but 
they would still not come out of the water. 

(To be continued) 0 

The Cows of my Words 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur’s 
Concluding comment on the tenth canto of 
Srlmad Bhagavatam 

mad-gavlr api gopalah svl-kuryat krpaya yadi 

tadaivasam payah pltva hrsyeyus tat-priya janah 

O Gopal! Please accept and maintain the cows 
in the form of my words. Please experience the 
pleasure of drinking the milk from those cows and 
inspire others to do the same. 0 

— Sarartha Darsini. Translated by Bhanu Swami. Edited and 
published by Mahanidhi Swami. Vrindavan. 2004. 







